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Egypt issues warning to Israel 

.CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt made a rakd threat on Sunday that it 
would work to freeze AraMsiwIi des because of the drive by 
Isarael’s right-wire government to expand Jewish settlements in the 
occupied Arab teraiories. Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
$8$ "Egypt ts currently looking at measures to oppose the settle- 
oeif po&y based on resolutions from the .Arab summit" held in 
Cairo in June- ‘The restart and intensification of settlement activi- 
ties in the West Bank. Jerusalem and on Syrian Golan Heights 
create very grave and serious questions on the true intentions of the 
current Israeli government and confirms Ik lack of commitment to 
die process,” Mt Musa said in a statement. He said the Arab 

summit, held shortly after the election of hardline leader Benyamin 
HSjonyahu as Israeli prime minister, had warned that it "could not 
renffln with its arms crossed” in face of the new Israeli sovemment 
policy. 
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U.S. reiterates it wants Ghali out 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The United States reiterated Sunday 
that it wants U.N, Secretary General Boutros Ghali out after 
nearly a week of battle over conrrol of the U_N. that peaked with 
a U.S. veto. Tbe White House National Security Advisor Anthony 
Lake said that the United States needed Mr. Ghali replaced in 
order to convince the U.S. Congress to pay its more than SI bil- 
lion in arrears, i think he's done many good things and person- 
ally I know the president tikes him." Mr Lake toid NBC News. 
"The problem is that the UN. is in desperate need of reform and 
we need a secretary general who can cany out those reforms in a 
way that Boutros Ghali has not" Another problem was the U.N. 
debacle in Somalia, where IS U.S. soldiers died, said Mr. Lake. 
‘That did not go well but that’s not the main problem," he said. 
The United States vetoed Mr. Ghaii's reelection bid in a Securi- 
ty Council meeting on Nov. 1 9. 
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Regent wishes 
b s ; Darawsheh speedy 
recovery 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
prince Hass an, tbe Regent, 
has wished Arab Isiaeli 
parliament member Abdul 
Wahab Darawsheh a 
.needy recovery, the Jordan 
News’ Agency,’ Petra, said. 
The agency said the wishes 
•>- i were conveyed to Mr. 
Duidwsheh by the Jordan- 
s 1311 ^hassador to Israel, 

' mA l Omar Rifai. Petra did not 
give details of Mr. 
Darawsheh's illness or of 
his condition. 
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Electricity workers 
end strike 


r matin* 


AMMAN (Pecra) — Rep- 
resentatives of the Union of 
Electricity Workers and the 
Jordan Electric Power 
Company (JEPCO) man- 
agement Sunday reached 
an agreement to end a cur- 
rent strike involving 3,000 
JEPCO workers as of Mon- 
day. The agreement was 
reached after the two sides 
held a lengthy meeting 
attended by Labour Minis- 
lovcjndr} ,er Abdul Hafez Shakhan- 
^ > beh. Accroding to the 
agreement, the Ministry of 
labour agreed to cancel all 
provisions in a 1995 agree- 
ment affecting ihe workers’ 
acquired rights. It was also 
agreed that no action be 
taken against those who 
took part in the strike. 
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Kuchma visits Israel, 
Palestinian areas 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — 
Ukrainian President 

Leonid Kuchma met with 
Israeli leaders Sunday at 
the start of state visit to 
Israel and the Palestinian 
territories. President Ezer 
Weizxnan and Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
greeted Mr. Kuchma at an 
official reception and the 
Ukrainian leader then held 
talks with Foreign Minister 
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rfjic.'l David Levy. He was also 
1 due to meet with Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai, to address 
Israel’s parliament, the 
Knesset, on Monday, and 
visit Israel Aircraft Indus- 
tries. Tuesday he heads for 
Palestinian self-rule head- 
quarters in Gaza City for 
talks with President Yasser 
Arafat. Officials said Mr. 
Kuchma, who was accom- 
panied by a large delega- 
tion of Ukrainian officials 
and business leaders, 
would sign a series of 
cooperation agreements 
with Israel concerning 
cooperation in criminal 
matters, environmental 
protection, trade and mar- 
itime transport. 

Sudan paper says 
Egypt tortures, 
deports 4 students 

KHARTOUM (R) — A pri- 
vately-owned Khartoum 
daily said on Sunday that 
Egypt had tortured and 
deported four southern 
Sudanese students and 
detained 24 oiherc because 
Sfcy belonged to rebel fac- 
tions loyal to Sudan's 
Islamist government 
. Akhbar A1 Yom quoted Rev- 
erend Idi Ambrose, deputy 
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president of the Human 
Rights Committee at parlia- 
ment as saying the Egyptian 
authorities denied the stu- 
^fcnts food and water for sev- 
eral weeks, exposing them to 
aR sorts of torture. The 
Egyptian Interior Ministry 
. said it did not have any infor- 
mation about the detention 
°r deportation of the stu- 

dents. “The committee 
^-strongly denounced the 
conduct of the Egyptian 
regime towards these stu- 
dents," Rev. Ambrose was 
quoted as saying. 


Palestinians block road 
to Netzarim, warns of 
violence over settlement 


GAZA STRIP (Agencies! 
— Hundreds of Palestinian 
motorists on Sunday 
blocked a road which had 
been dosed to them near a 
Jewish settlement in the 
Gaza Strip, witnesses said. 

The protest was coupled 
with a warning that an 
Israeli expansion of Jewish 
settlements on occupied 
Arab land will trigger 
dashes between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

“If Israel continues to 
confiscate Arab land to 
expand settlements for Jews 
on Palestinian land, then it 
is asking for confronta- 
tions,” said Palestinian 
Public Works Minister 
Azzam A1 Ahmad. 

“The Palestinian (Nation- 
al) Authority will not allow 
Israel to swallow Palestin- 
ian land. This is a decision, 
and if dashes over settle- 
ments occur, Netanyahu’s 
government will be fully 
responsible for triggering 
such clashes” Mr. Ahmad 
told Reuters. 

“The expansion of Jewish 
settlements on Palestinian 
land is an issue that will 
lead to confrontation 
between Israelis and Pales- 
tinians because settlements 
are illegal, are colonisation 
and apartheid,” Azmi 
Bisbara, an Arab member 
of Israel's parliament, said 
in a seminar in Ramallah. 

Meanwhile, Israeli mili- 


tary jeeps and armoured 
personnel carriers took up 
positions to block the Gaza 
road to the Netzarim settle- 
ment and officers warned 
they would open fire if cars 
pressed on towards the set- 
tlement. 

Palestinian cars ‘ veered 
onto the two-kilometre 
stretch of road in front of 
Netzarim settlement which 
had been restricted to use 
by Jewish settlers, Israeli 
soldiers and Palestinian 
police and dignitaries with 
VIP passes. 

“It is a joint road and it 
should be used by both 
sides, it has been two years 
of delays and today we 
decided that this road 
should be open,” a senior 
Palestinian security official 
toid Reuters. 

Witnesses said Palestini- 
ans blocked Gaza's main 
highway with metal pipes 
to force drivers to detour 
onto the road which passes 
within 500 metres or Net- 
zarim. Palestinian police 
encouraged motorists to 
travel the road. 

“If anyone gets closer, to 
within four metres, of the 
armoured personnel carrier, 
we’ll sboot him,” witness- 
es quoted an Israeli colonel 
as telling a Palestinian 
police major. 

A Reuters correspondent 
said Israeli soldiers had 
taken up defensive posi- 


tions in a field next to the 
road, pointing rifles 
towards the backed up lines 
of Palestinian cars. One 
Israeli border policeman 
had the words ’’bom to 
kill” written on the back of 
his police vest. 

The road was closed, to all 
Palestinians in November 
1994 when a suicide 
bomber on a bicycle blew 
himself up and killed three 
soldiers, it was opened to 
limired Palestinian official 
traffic in July, and Palestini- 
ans said they expected it to 
be gradually opened to 
civilian traffic. 

“People have no choice 
but to go the way of Net- 
zarim which is the shortest 
way, or to go a very long 
way around," Sufian Abu 
Zaydeh, head of the Pales- 
tinian National Authority's 
Israel desk, told army radio. 

Under peace deals that set 
up Gaza autonomy in 1994. 
Isiaeli and Palestinian 
forces jointly patrol main 
highways. Israeli troops 
guard Jewish settlements 
and roads connected to 
them. About 4,000 Jewish 
settlers live amidst Gaza’s 
one million Palestinians. 

“At the moment we are 
under siege,” Netzarim 
security officer Shlomo 
Kostiner told Israel Radio. 
He said settlers could not 
get to jobs or classes on 
Sunday. 


Syria rejects Specter call 
for summit with Israel 

Netanyahu denies having approved 
’new' settlements on Golan Heights 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Syria on Sunday 
rejected a U.S. senator’s' call for a summit 
between President Hafez AI Assad and 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu aimed at bring the two sides to 
the negotiating table. 

Mr. Netanyahu, meanwhile, denied that he 
had approved the construction of new settle- 
ments in the occupied Golan Heights, whose 
rerum is demanded by Syria as a precondi- 
tion for peace with the Jewish state. 

“No approval has been given for any new 
settlements,” said Michael Stoltz, a 
spokesman for Mr. Netanyahu. “Any deci- 
sion :o expand requires a decision by the 
cabinet- Nothing of the sort has taken 
place.” 

The Israeli newspaper Yediot Ahronot 
reported Friday that Israel’s lands authority, 
acting at the request of Infrastructure Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon, was drawing up plans for 
three new Golan settlements totalling 900 
homes. 

In comments carried by the Egyptian 
newspaper Al Wafd, Syrian Information 
Minister Mohammad Salman said: “How 
can a summit be held while the occupation 
continues?'’ It was a reference to Israeli 
occupation and subsequent “annexation of 
the Golan Heights. 

“Normally, summit meetings take place 
after everything has been solved and in 
order to ratify what has been concluded,” 
Mr. Salman told Al Wafd. 

U.S. Senator Arlen Specter said Thursday 
following visits to both Israel and Syria that 
only a Netanyahu-Assad summit could 
bring the two countries together for peace 

talks, . 

Tt is an issue that has already been raised 
but the Israelis are only saying they are 
ready for such a meeting “to make people 
believe that they are working for peace,” Mr. 

Salman said. — , . 

The minister also said recent Israeli accu- 
sations that Damascus intended attacking 
the Jewish state were aimed at damaging 
Syria's reputation abroad. 

“Syria has never announced that it was 
eoine to start a war against Israel but that 
has not stopped the growth of its army s 
combat capabilities (while) it cannot be sure 
about Israeli (intentions) under its aggres- 
sive leadership.’ Mr. Salman said. 


Some 16X100 Israelis have settled on the 
Golan Heights since the strategic plateau 
was seized from Syria in the 1 967 Middle 
East war and later annexed bv Israel in 
1981. 

U.S. -mediated peace talks between the 
two neighbours have been frozen since Feb- 
ruary but the two sides have indicated 
recently that they may resume next year. 

However, Mr. Netanyahu has refused 
demands by Syria that the talks take up 
where they left off under Israel’s previous 
Labour government — with an unwritten 
agreement in principle that Israel will with- 
draw from the Golan Heights in exchange 
for full peace. 

Meanwhile, Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa is due to meet his British 
counterpan Malcolm Rifkind in London on 
Tuesday, diplomatic sources said Sunday. 

Mr. Rifkind plans to examine in detail 
ways of advancing the peace process and 
expressed hope that Israel would take 
account of the peace accords signed by the 
previous government, according to 

remarks reported by Syria’s SANA 
agency. 

Meanwhile, despite the refusal from Mr. 
Netanyahu's office, Sharon aide Raanan 
Gissin maintained that government was 
“talking about new apartments within the 
existing communities” on the Golan. 

“As with any existing community, whether 
it is Tel Aviv, Jerusalem or the Golan 
Heights, you constantly have construction 
going on because of the need for apart- 
ments,” he said. 

After the report appeared, several of 
Syria’s government-run newspapers con- 
demned the Israeli government for worsen- 
ing already tense relations between the two 
countries. 

“It is a new provocation and a direct 
aggression against the Arabs at a time when 
the whole world is exerting strenuous efforts 
to resume the stalled peace jtfbqess.” the AJ 
Thawra newspaper wrote irriiri editorial Sat- 
urday. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa said 
Sunday that Israel's effort to settle the Golan 
and other occupied areas “raises serious 
questions about the true intentions of the 
present Israeli government and reflects its 
lack of commitment to the peace process." 


Olmert 
wants to 
annex 
colonies 
near 

Jerusalem 


TEL AVIV (Agencies; — 
Jerusalem’s Israeli mayor, 
Ehud Olmert has proposed 
that West Bank settle- 
ments ringing the city be 
annexed before Israel 
starts talks with the Pales- 
tinians on the city's final 
status, an Israeli newspa- 
per said Sunday. 

The settlements include 
Maaleh Adumim, Givat 
Zeev, and Gush Etzion — 
a group of settlements sep- 
arated from Jerusalem by 
Bethlehem, the Yediot 
Ahronot newspaper said. 

The paper said Mr. 
Olmert, who is also a law- 
maker from the governing 
Likud Party, made the pro- 
posal to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The fate of Jerusalem — 
one of the most sensitive 
issues on the Israeli Pales- 
tinian negotiating agenda 
— is supposed to be tack- 
led during negotiations on 
a final peace settlement 
that is supposed to be 
completed by May 1999. 

The talks were formally 
opened under the previous 
government, but have not 
been resumed by Mr. 
Netanyahu. The two sides 
are currently deadlocked 
in negotiations over 
Israel’s demands to 
change some of the provi- 
sions in an agreement on 
Isreli redeployment in the 
West Bank town of 
Hebron. The Palestinian 
National Authority has 
rejecred the Israeli 
demand and is also 
demanding written Israeli 
commitments that the final 
status negotiations would 
resume at a definite date. 
The israeli government is 
refusing to undertake such 
a commitment 
On Jersualem, the Pales- 
tinians have accused Israel 
of deliberating ringing 
Jerusalem with large set- 
tlements in order to cut off 
the Arab part of the city 
from the West Bank and to 
cement Israel’s claim to 
sovereignty over the city. 

The Palestinians claim 
the city's eastern sector as 
the capital of a Palestinian 
state. 

Israel claims all of 
Jerusalem as its eternal 
capital. and Mr. 
Netanyahu has said he will 
refuse to negotiate sover- 
eignty over the city. 

Majority favours Tel 
Aviv as capital 

It was reported that a 
survey conducted by the 
Maariv newspaper had 
found that a majority of 
Israelis favoured Tel Aviv 
as their capital. 

The Jerusalem Post 
quoted a Labour parlia- 
mentarian, Ophir Pines, as 
saying that someone had 
called him up from Maariv 
to ask for a reaction on the 
finding of the survey. “He 
said the reported refused 
to him exact figures, 
telling him only that the 
results were ‘very close,’ 
but with a slight majority 
favouring moving the cap- 
ital” from occupied Jer- 
sualem to Tel Aviv, the 
Post Said. 

Maariv is ex peered to 
release the survey findings 
this week, the Post said. 
Furhter details of the sur- 
vey were not immediately 
available. 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince H assart, the Regent, on Sunday visits farm- 
ers cultivating their land in the Jordan Valley (Petra photo) 

Regent tours Jerash, Jordan Valley, 
urges intensified development efforts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, tbe Regent, 
Sunday stressed the need 
for coordination between 
Jerash Governorate and the 
other northern govemoraies 
and called for intensified 
efforts to develop Jerash 
town, which is rich with 
Greco-Roman ruins, as a 
major tourist attraction. 

Speaking during a visit to 
Jerash Governorate. which 
also took him to Gaza 
refugee camp and the cen- 
tral Jordan Valley area. 
Prince Hassan stressed the 
importance of Jerash city as 
a tourist attraction. 

He also called for preser- 
vation of environment and 
antiquities in this ancient 
city. He called for reconsid- 
ering priority projects in the 


governorate, with a view to 
implementing the badly 
needed ones. He said some 
of the priorities were the 
improvement and upkeep of 
the city, connecting Jerash 
camp to a central sewerage 
network, and building“-walls 
around schools. 

The Crown Prince also 
visited the water treatment 
plant at Deir Alla in central 
Jordan Valley and inspected 
the quality of water 
improvement project in Um 
Al Zeighan area. 

The Regent stressed the 
importance of converting 
the Jordan Valley into a 
development-oriented area, 
directing special attention 
to all aspects of develop- 
ment, including agriculture, 
industry, energy and trans- 
port. 


Prince Hassan called for 
optimising the use of water 
resources in the region and 
for the maximum' use of 
water from King Talal Dam 
to irrigate land in the Jor- 
dan Valley. 

He called for connecting 
the highland bordering the 
Jordan Valley with the val- 
ley irself and providing job 
opportunities for citizens in 
this region. 

During visits to some 
schools. Prince Hassan 
emphasised the need for 
conducting a survey aimed 
at assessing the conditions 
of schools and their staff in 
the governorate and 
addressing the shortcom- 
ings. 


Kabariti begins visit to Spain 

Premier holds talks with Hoar before departure 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti left Amman on 
Sunday for Madrid where 
he will hold talks on the 
Middle East peace process 
with his Spanish counterpan 
Jose Maria Aznar. 

Mr. Kabariti is also 
expected to be received by 
King Juan Carlos. 

Discussions during the 
three-day visit will also 
cover bilateral relations and 
Jordan's 'membership of a 
partnership agreement with 
the European Union, offi- 
cials said. 

A Royal Decree was 
issued meanwhile appoint- 
ing Minister of Higher Edu- 
cation Abdullah Ensour as 
acting prime minister during 
Mr. Kabariti’s visit abroad. 


Talks with Hoar 

Before his departure. Mr. 
Kabariti held talks with the 
former chief of the U.S. 
Central Command, Joseph 
Hoar, on U.S.-Jordanian 
relations and the general sit- 
uation in the Middle East 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said that Mr. Kabariti 
briefed General Hoar on the 
military aid whirh Jordan is 
expected to receive from the 
United States following an 
announcement by U.S. Res- 
ident Bill Clinton that 
Washington considers Jor- 
dan as a major non-North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) ally entitling 
ihe Kingdom to “priority 
consideration” for military 
aid and equipment. 


Jordan has welcomed Mr. 
Clinton’s decision, pointing 
to the benefits the designa- 
tion will have for the King- 
dom in terms of access to 
military equipment and 
research. But Jordan and the 
U.S. have not discussed ihe 
positioning of U.S. weapons 
in the country. 

In messages sen; to Mr. 
Kabariti and Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs uf Staff 
Field Marshal Abtiui Hafez 
Mirai last week. His 
Majesty King Hussein 
descrit«d Jordan's new sta- 
tus with the U.S. as a major 
achievement of the King- 
dom's efforts for regional 
and . international interac- 
tion. 


Informal meeting on refugees opens at Petra 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — The 
multilateral working group 
on refugees Sunday opened 
a two-day meeting at Petra 
with the participation of 
delegates from Jordan, 
Palestine, Egypt, Israel, the 
U.S., Russia and Canada. 

The meeting, which is 
chaired by Canada, will 
hear reports from a special 
committee representing the 
participating countries on 
manpower training, health, 
the environment, childcare 
and economic issues per- 
taining to Palestinian 
refugees in addition to the 
question of family 
reunion, compensation for 
the refugees and their right 
to return. 

Head of the Jordanian del- 


egation Marwan Du din said 
in a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that 
his delegation was trying to 
coordinate its stand with 
those of Palestine and 
Egypt in a common strategy 
designed to pressure Israel 
into implementing its 
treaties and peace accords, 
particularly the agreements 
with the Palestinians. 

Mr. Dudin said that 
France declined to send a 
delegate to the meeting in 
expression of its frustration 
over the failure of Israel to 
implement its accords with 
the Palestinians. 

The Palestinian side is 
headed by Assad Abdul 
Rahman, a member of the 
Palestine National Authori- 


ty and head of the Palestin- 
ian delegation to the multi- 
lateral phase of the Middle 
East peace process. 

Yusef Hadas, former 
director-general of the 
Israeli foreign ministry, is 
heading his country at' the 
meeting. 

The working group on 
refugees set up in Moscow 
in 1992 is one of five work- 
ing groups in the multilater- 
al phase. The others are 
concerned with water, the 
environment, regional eco- 
nomic development and 
arms control. 

The meeting in Petra is 
the first of its kind since the 
election of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in May. 
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UAE expects its tough 


rules to check illegals 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United -Arab Emirates 
fUAE) said Sunday it 
expected tough new immi- 
gration laws to deter Asians 
and other foreigners from 
attempting to sneak into the 
oil-rich Gulf country in 
search of jobs. 

Interior Ministry Under- 
secretary Saqr Gobash 
said around 170,000 Indi- 
ans and other Asians had 
left the UAE under an 
unprecedented amnesty for 
illegal migrants and that the 
local labour market was 
regaining discipline. 

“Those people will now 
think twice before they try 
and come again illegally. 
The new laws will deter 
such attempts," Mr. Gobash 
told foreign journalists 
invited by the UAE to mark 
its 25th anniversary. 

Mr. Gobash said many 
Asians had been killed or 
wounded Dying to enter the 
UAE illegally by sea or 
through mountains in 
neighbouring Oman. 

He said police and army 
helicopters had managed to 
rescue many others as they 
were about to drown or had 
fallen off rocks in ihe 
mountains. 

“Most . of the illegal 
migrants were from Indio, 
Iran, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, which also 
account for the bulk of 
labour here." he said. 

“They had come by sea. 
Some had landed on the 
UAE shores while others 
sneaked into the Omani 
mountains from Hormuz 
Strait.” 

He said new radar net- 
works had been installed 


along the long coastline, 
covering more than 90 per 
cent of the territorial 
waters. 

Naval patrols have been 
intensified and helicopters 
were regularly monitoring 
the mountains. 

Under the new immigra- 
tion laws ratified by Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan Al Nahayan this 
year, aliens caught entering 
the country illegally would 
be jailed for three years and 
fined 30.000 dirhams 
(SS.174). Those who help 
them are meted out more 
severe punishment, include 
mg a 15-year imprisonment 
and a fine of between 
15.000 and 100.000 
dirhams ( $4,087 to 
S27.247). 

Previous laws included 
only small fines and depor- 
tarion of violators. 

Embassy statistics 

showed expatriates from 
India and Bangladesh 
accounted for nearly half 
the illegal migrants who 
have left the UAE over the 
past four months to benefit 
from the amnesty. The rest 
were from Iran. Sri Lanka. 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
the Philippines. 

Thousands of others have 
also gone home after then- 
residence expired while 
nearly 150,000 foreign 
workers have been allowed 
to stay after obtaining new- 
sponsors, according to the 
labour ministry. 

The seven Asian national- 
ities account for more than 
half the UAE’s population 
of around 2.4 million and 
nearly two thirds of the 
workforce. 


Labour Ministry Under- 
secretary Mohammad AI 
Suweidi said those who had 
left had received all their 
dues from their former 
employers, including air 
rickets and end-of-service 
benefits. 

“The departure of those 
people had been arranged 
between them and their 
employers. So there will be 
an adverse impact on the 
economy but in the short 
term as they are allowed to 
come back through legal 
means." he said. 

— Apart from creating tur- 
moil in the domestic labour 
marker, the illegal immi- 
gration has given rise to 
crime and other negative 
phenomena. Mr. Gobash 
said. 

He said illegal migrants 
had been unable to com-' 
plain to authorities about 
abuse by their employers 
because they feared prose- 
cution. 

“Nor could they get prop- 
er health care as they do not 
have official documents 
proving they are residing 
legally in the country. All 
this has resulted in an ille- 
gal labour market and led to 
an increase in crime like 
burglary os well as begging 
and contagious diseases," 
he said. 

“Many of them could not 
find jobs while others had 
seen their wages declining 
gradually. This prompted 
international drug gangs to 
target those people by seek- 
ing their help in smuggling 
narcotics into the UAE." 


Greek defence minister assures 
Cyprus of increased military aid 


NICOSIA (AP) — Greek Defence Minis- 
ter Akis Tsohatzopoulos said Sunday that 
his government and Cyprus will continue to 
strengthen their joint defence pact as a 
deterrent to perceived Turkish threats. 

“This is our response to Turkish expan- 
sionism and ihreats " he told a news con- 
ference at the end of a four-day visit. 

He stressed that the joint defence pact 
established between the two countries three 
years ago “is of a purely defensive nature 
whose primary objective is to facilitate the 
peaceful settlement of the problem." 

Cyprus has been partitioned into a Greek 
Cypriot-controlled south and a Turkish- 
occupied north since 1974, when Turkey 
invaded in response to an abortive coup by 
Cypriot supporters of union with Greece. A . 
breakaway Turkish Cypriot government 
established in the north is recognised only 
by Turkey. 

Mr. Tsohatzopoulos reiterated that any 
military’ advance by Turkey in Cyprus 
would be regarded as a cause for war by 
Greece, which will come to the aid of the 
Greek Cypriots. 

The Greek defence minister declined to 
reveal details of his discussions with his 
Cypriot counterpan. Costas Eliades. 


But Cypriot sources said they concentrat- 
ed on making up for the Greek Cypriots* 
lack of air power .through completion of . a 
military air base at Paphos on the western 
coast. The base could be used by Greek air 
force planes. The sources insisted on 
anonymity. 

While Turkish warplanes can reach the 
island from mainland bases in a few min- 
utes. Greek jets from the nearest bases on 
the islands of Rhodes and Crete would need 
about one hour. They then would have little 
fuel left for flying over Cyprus. 

The sources said Mr. Tsohatzopoulos* 
talks also dealt with strengthening the 
Islands anti-aircraft missile system 
through the purchase of Russian equipment 
and the recruitment of Greek specialists by 
the Cypriot armed forces to man sophisti- 
cated weapon systems. 

Turkey has objected to the joint defence 
pact ever since its inception in October 
1993. saying it fears the agreement could 
lay the groundwork for an attack on the 
Turkish Cypriots. 





ALGERIAN REFERENDUM: Algerians living in France cast their ballots in a gymnasium in Nice on Saturday ahead 
of voting in Algeria itself on Nov. 28 in a referendum to change the country's constitution to bar religious groups 
from seeking power (Reuters photo) 


Bahrain 
jails two 
dissidents 


MANAMA (AP) — The 
state security court has sen- 
tenced two opposition 
activists to prison for Dying 
to overthrow the govern- 
ment. the Gulf Daily News 
reported Sunday. 

A third man. Hassan Man- 
soor Al Haiki. was sentenced 
to a three-month jail term for 
possessing “leaflets contain- 
ing false information and 
propaganda aimed at desta- 
bilising Bahrain's security 
and stability,'* the paper said. 

The English-language 
newspaper said the sentences 
were handed down Saturday. 

The men convicted of try- 
ing to bring down the gov- 
ernment were Abdul Rasool 
Ibrahim Hassan Mubarak, 
37, J who* was ' sentenced ' to 
one year in prison, and ' 
Mohammad Ibrahim Ahmad 
Ibrahim Al Sheikh, 33. who 
was given a six-month term. 

The government-guided 
paper said that both were 
found guilty of membership 
in a group “designed to 
change the country’s politi- 
cal and social systems by the 
use of force, threats, violence 
and destruction.” 

AH three men are believed 
to be members of Bahrain's 
Shiite Muslim sea. 

The stare security court 
was set up in March to deal 
with nearly two years of 
unrest by the Shiite opposi- 
tion. The court whose rul- 
ings cannot be appealed, has 
since convicted scores of 
activists. At least 30 people 
have been killed in the vio- 
lence and hundreds detained 
or imprisoned. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arafat meets Salvadorean leader Frogmen in Iran war games 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Araft on Sunday met El Sal- 
vador's Vice-President Enrique Borgo 
Bustaminte to discuss the Middle East 
peace process. “We have succeded in hav- 
ing a peace process (in El Salvador) and 
we hope the Palestinians will reach a 
peace soon,” Mr. Bustaminte told a joint 
press confernce with Mr. Arafat, referring 
to the end of his own country's long civil 
war. Mr. Arafat said he discussed with Mr. 
Bustaminte “the troubles facing the peace 
process and how to push it forward by any 
means" and thanked El Salvador for its 
support. Mr. Bustaminte underlined that 
the presence of an embassy for his country 
in occupied Jerusalem did not affect 
Palestinian rights in the city. El Salvador 
is one of only a Few nations with an 
embassy in the Holy City. The 
international community has never recog- 
nised Israel's “annexation” in 1967 of 
Arab East Jerusalem. 


More Israelis avoid draft 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The number of 
Israelis refusing to serve in the army for 
religious reasons has grown sharply in 
recent months and the trend is expected to 
continue, the Haaretz newspaper reported 
Sunday. Ultra-orthodox Jews are exempt 
from, mandatory military service in Israel 
and Haaretz quoted army officials as say- 
ing the number of Israelis using this rea- 
son to avoid the army rose 25 per cent this 
year and was forecast to grow another 15 
per cent in 1997. In all. Israelis refusing 
their military service for religious reasons 
represented 4.9 per cent of all draftees in 
1 995 and 6. 1 per cent in 1 996 and the total 
is expected to rise to seven per cent in 
1 997, the army spokesman was quoied as 
saying. Analysts linked the phenomena to 
the growing number of Israelis who send 
their children to private schools run by 
religious organisations. Some 165,000 
students are enrolled in schools run by the 
three main Israeli religious parties, includ- 
ing 85.000 18-year-olds who would nor- 
mally be preparing to join the army. 


TEHRAN (R) — Iranian frogmen carried 
out helicopter operations and troops took 
part in defence against chemical bombard- 
ment in war games in the Gulf, the coun- 
try's official news agency IRNA reported 
Sunday. The agency, reporting from Ban- 
dar Abbas port overlooking the strategic 
Strait of Hormuz, said joint navy and Rev- 
olutionary Guard forces also halted a 
hypothetical enemy advance and penetrat- 
ed enemy positions in the exercises on 
Saturday. Iran launched 10 days of war 
games in the Gulf and the Gulf of Oman 
on Thursday involving more than 100 
ships including destroyers, gunboats, hov- 
ercraft. supply ships and submarines sup- 
ported by 40 fixed-wing aircraft and heli- 
copters. IRNA said the purpose of exer- 
cise “Piroozi (victory )-7” was to enhance 
the combat readiness of the Iranian armed 
Forces. Jt quoted a spokesman for the- 
operational commander of the war games 
and deputy coordinator of Khatam UI 
Anbia naval headquarters. Rear-Admiral 
Ashkbous Danekar. as saying the second 
stage of the exercises would be launched 
on Sunday. 


Greek caught in Beirut with heroin 


BEIRUT (AFP) — An elderly Greek 
national was arrested by customs officers 
at Beirut international airport for smug- 
gling one kilogramme of heroin, the offi- 
cial news agency AN I reported Saturday. 
The 72-year-oJd man was discovered at 
the airport Friday with the heroin packed 
in 10 nylon bags hidden in his briefcase, 
the agency said, adding that he was on his 
way to Brussels via Amsterdam. Customs 
sources estimated that one kilogramme of 
heroin could fetch around” 50.000 dollars 
overseas, the agency reported. 


Vatican 
discusses P 
naming 
envoy to 
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KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
The Vatican's foreign min- 
ister. Monsigpor Jean- 
Louis Taman, discussed 
appointing a permanent 
papal representative to 
Kuwait during talks with 
officials here Sunday. 

Monsignor Tauran, the 
first senior diplomat from 
the Holy See to visit 
Kuwait for more than 25 
years, said such an appoint- 
ment was “mentioned” but 
remains an “open issue" 
because of a shortage of 
clergy who could flu the 
post. 

“We have always thought 
it would be 
have a 

(Vatican envoy) 
told reporters. 

It would be the first time 
a nuncio is named to one of 
the six Gulf Arab states and 
he said any appointment 
would be made in line with 
the diplomatic ties the Vat- 
ican established with 
Kuwait in 1969. 

No such relations exist 
with the other Gulf states. 
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Religious freedoms 
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At present, two ambas- 
sadors based in Lebanon 
and France are concerned 
with the Kuwaiti Roman 
Catholic community. 

He said his visit here was 
aimed at boosting diplo- 
matic ties with Kuwait, as 
well as visiting the Roman a 
Catholic community of T 
about 1 00,000 people. 

Kuwait, a Muslim coun- 
try where Christians are 
free to worship, has an 
active Roman Catholic 
community made up of 
expatriates, mainly from 
India and the Philippines. 
J . J Pi*ing and“’ working '’in 
Kuwait. 

. 'The religious • freedom 
Mtenforced) by the Kuwaiti 
law is essential for every 
civil society, because it is a 
fundamental right,” Mon- 
signor Tauran said. 

“It is very important that 
people who live in a coun- 
try feel they are respected" 
for their beliefs, he added 

During his visit. Mon- 
signor Tauran handed a let- 
ter from Pope John Paul II 
to the emir. Sheikh Jaber 
A I Ahmad AI Sabah, and 
also met Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Jk 
Saad Al Abdullah Al Sabah 
and other government min- 
isters. 

Monsignor Tauran said 
he had visited two other 
Gulf states, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman, 
two years ago. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 


14:05 


14:30 

.. Corned v — Dads Armv 

15:00 

Varieties — L’ln- 

tcerale 


15:30 . 

Doc. — Travelling 

Gourmeni 

16:00 . 


16:30 . 

...Coniedv — Hcv Dad 

17:00 

News Flash 


18:00 Maeazine — Cinq Sur 

Cinq 


19:00 


19:15 . 

.Magazine — Cinq Sur Cinq 

19:30 . 

News Headlines 

19:35 . 


20:00 Documentary — Disas- 

ter Chronicle 

20:30. 

Cinema. Cinema 

21:10 . 

The Lazarus Man 

22:00 


lish 


22:25. 

Best Seller — Zoya 

23:15 . 

Bodies of Evidence 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:47... 


07:08... 

,( Sunrise) Duha 

11:22 .. 

Dhuhr 

14:13 .. 


16:37... 


17:57... 

fisha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mars of Nazareth Church 


Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6327S5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annuni cation 
Tel. 637441). 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sanda Church Td. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tci. 77175 1 . 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Td. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter- Da v Saints Tel. 

654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Td. 

614190. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Deserts 08/21 

Jordan Valiev 16/27 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 20. Aqaba 30 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 65 per 
cent. Aqaba 38 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department ofMcteorolog 
Skies will be partly cloudy 
with a chance for scattered 
showers, particularly in (he 
southern pans of the King- 
dom. and winds southeasterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Wissam Hzayyin 748563 

Dr. Mukhles Mazabrah 
S20425 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayvim 
620115 

Dr. MunlhirAI Qraini .779959 

Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 
AI Asema pharmacy.. 637055 
Nairookh pharmacy ..623672 
Al SaJam pharmacy... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

N^jib pharmacy 847632 

TREED: 

Dc MaanAbuBakir 276852 

Al Quds pharmacy \ — I 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziyad Jghaitim 
992991 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


Civil Defence Emergency — 1 99 

Rescue Pdice 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept- 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

& Sewoags Cbmpti*. —S97467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directoiy 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .....010230 

Central Amman Telephone 


Al-Bashir. .775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

Amal Hospital 4174155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Suigety 865199 


ARRIVALS 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

.(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

^09)900560 

fbn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

..J09W90990 

ERBD): 


Royal 

07:15 

08:35. 

08:55 

09:45 

09:50 

10:05 

16:05 

(RJl 

16:20 

17:35 

19:25 

21:15 

fRJ) 


Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Jeddah fRJ) 

Damascus <RJj 

New Delhi i RJ) 

..Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Beirut ( RJ ) 

Kuala Lumpur (add) 


Cairo f RJ> 

London. Amsterdam fRJ) 

Malta (RJ) 

Bangkok. Kuala Lumpur 


06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09»0 Casablanca f RJ I 

11:00.... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

12:00 Malta (add) i RJ) 

12:15 Cairo 

(RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:30 Frankfurt 

(RJ) 

18:00 Jeddah (add) ( RJ) 

20:00 Abu Dhabi. Sinnupnre 
(add) (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:25 Khartoum (add 1 1 RJ ) 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

23:00 Damascus (RJ) 

23:30 Abu Dhabi t RJj 


Dep. Ctarrcbcus _7^0am every Suxfay 
Am Amman STOpmevoySuxty 


Jtlij 


V ‘rank- 


■nt rolled 


Reparis ....... 

623101 

661 101 

Princess 

Basrna 

Hospital 

,.(02)275555 

22:20 Casablanca ( RJ ) 

Jordan Television 

773111 

Greek 

Cathnlic 

Hospital 

03:15 Khartoum (add) (RJ) 

Radio Jordan 

7741! I 


...» 

(02)272275 

03:40 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur 

Water Authority 

680100 

Ibn Al 

Nafees 

Hospital 

(RJ) 

J. Electricity Authority 
Electric Power Co — ... 

815615 

636381 

AQABA: 


.(02)247100 

Other Rights 

RJ Right Information , 

..08-53200 

Princess 

Haya 

HospitaL 



Other Flights 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 (03)314111 


HOSPITAL 


EMERGENCIES 


iweifieh. Td. SI 0740 


MinJMax. temp. 

Ammon 09/19 

Aqaba 17/28 


Food Control Cenue 637 1 1 1 

Gvil Defence Department — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
630341 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre —81381302 

Khalidi Maternity- 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity .-642362 

Malhas, J. Amman '. 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital — 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital ....667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali .....666126/37 

Al-Ahli.Abdali .664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen ....777101/3 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
* INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 


05:00 Khartoum (SD) 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

11:30 Doha [Q7) 

12:40 Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS \ 

21:00 ....Paris. Damascus (AF) 

2i:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:45 Athens. Beirut ( OA I 

00:30 London ( BA) 

0l:2Q Amsterdam. Damascus 
(KL1 


<M >:3I) Khanoum (SD) 

07:35 Beirut. Loudon (BA) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

1 0:2(1 Cairo iMS) 

*2:00 Beirut. Doha (Q 7 ) 

Bahrain tGFj 

1*50 Vienna (OS'i 

22; 50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:55 ....Damascus. Paris (AF) 

02:30 Amsterdam i KLj 

03:00 Beirut. Athens (OA) 

07:3? Damascus. London 
(BA i 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW i 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 


Royal Wings ( RW) Flights 
09:50 Marka Airport (from 
QAIAI 


hijaz railway train 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flighb. 


Op. Amman — Kfi ) n n muy Nfcniiv 
AiT - p nt even Mm% 


Upper/lnwer price in fils per kg. 



Banana 

™55ft550 

Banana (imported).. 

700/500 

Cabbane..._ 

1(XV40 

Carrot 

.....^80/150 


170/140 

Cucumber (large) ... 

120(70 

Cucumber (small) .., 

200/100 

Eggplant 

.130/70 

Garlic 


Granes VWWO 

Lemon 

T^A/1550 

Marrow (large) 

.... 120/100 

Marrow (small) .... 

170/150 

Onion (green; 

.....220/150 

Onion (drv) .... 

J 50/80 

Orange 

580/300 

Pear 

.J53O/450 

Pepper (hot) . 

240/180 

Pepper (sweet) . 

180/120 

Fntaio 

„.330/l80 

Spinach 

,.„3«yioo 

String Bean. 

.„„42«300 

Tomato 

J3(W50 


gmS ^ 
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attends ceremony to honour 
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SALT (PeLTd) — HRH 
Princess Sarvath A1 Hassan 
Sunday attended a ceremo- 
ny to "honour a number of 
individuals who have 
served at the head of the 
Salt branch of the Jordan 
Rational Red Crescent 
Society (JNRCSj, estab- 
lished in 1952. 

At the opening of the cer- 
emony. JNRCS Executive 
President • Mohammad 
Hadid welcomed the 
princess and paid tribute to 
ber contributions and con- 
tinued support for the soci- 
ety and its charitable pro- 
grammes. 

’ He also expressed grati- 
tude to Princess Sarvath. 
also the honorary Vice- 
President of the JNRCS, for 
her generous donation 
which financed the mainte- 
nance and restoration of the 
prince Abdullah Ibn A1 
Hussein Orphanage which 
is operated by the society in 
Salt. 

Sheikh Amin Zcid Kilani. 
head of the society’s Salt 
branch, outlined the various 
programmes and activities 
undertaken by the society 
in the Salt area, paying trib- 
ute to the Hashemite lead- 
ership for their ongoing 
efforts to support those in 
need and encourage various 
institutions to contribute to 
charitable and voluntary 
organisations. 

He also stated his appreci- 



HRH Princess Sarvath A I Hasson Sunday attends ceremony fo honour individuals 
who have served as heads of the Salt branch of the Jordanian National Red Crescent 
Society (Petra photo t 


at ion to all donors who 
have heretofore enabled the 
society to maintain its ser- 
vices and care for orphaned 
children. 

The Princess inspected 
the orphanage, restoration 
work and the refurbishing 
process which she financed 


in a JD 9.000 donation. 

Princess Sarvath also 
inspected the activities and 
services accorded to the 20 
orphaned girls. 

Later, the Princess distrib- 
uted the JNRCS symbol to 
veteran workers and heads 
of the Salt society . 


The orphanage, which was 
established in 1962. cares 
for orphaned children 
through the provision of 
education and care funded 
by philanthropists. 

Since its establishment 
the orphanage has cared for 
150 children. 


Mendicant 
sentenced 
to two 
weeks jail 
time 


AMMAN (XT.) — A 60- 
year old man, who was 
arrested for begging last 
week in Irbid. was sentenced 
to two weeks in jail last 
Wednesday. Director of the 
the Irbid Ministry of Social 
Affairs office, Salman Aban- 
da told the Jordan Times. 

Na'ef Mohammed Saker. a 
resident of the refugee camp 
in Irbid was aprehended last 
week, during a regular police 
raid, in possession of 
JD1 ,558 in cash and holding 
a bank account reportedly 
worth JD 40,000. 

The court can legally jail 
mendicants for a period of 
three months and ih the case 
of repeat offenders they can 
sentence them for up to three 
years in nrfrabrK union cen- 
tres os wet! us confiscate 
their assets. 

Mr. Saker had been appre- 
hended several times before, 
Mr. Abanda said yet the court 
gave him a minimum sen- 
tence and did not make 
moves to confiscate the 
money. 

He will be released in two 
weeks time, Mr. Abanda raid 
the Jordan Times. 


Slated university road fodder for dispute 


iieious l 
by the n: 
rniij] m. 
>. beesw 
rl risk’' 
■an said 
y impair 
> lire ini. 
v are re# 
iietv bet 
ii> 'Hl* 
an haudti- 
ipe lotus F- 
. SheitL 
Al Said- 
own Prca-s 
rosier if 
jullab Aif 
memm- 


ior TjiH* 
isited w 
e>. the l ; 
ruie> aid <V 
sniu. 





Nadia Mukhlis 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A road 
projected to cut 
through the northern 
■ part '»fv*he.“ Uni verjsitu 
of Jordan has generat- 
icd-- mix-ed- reactions 
.from conun unity -towd-] 
■ers and university 
officials. 

Greater Amman 
Municipal Council 
Official Omar Lawzi 
said that studies are 
underway to construct 
a service road which 
connects the streets 
Sakher Al Ahmesy 
with Khalil Al Sakit 
(see map). 

The road's construc- 
tion was proposed in 
order to minimise traf- 
fic congestion in the 
area, Mr. Lawzi said. 

He said the road will 
not link with any 
roads inside the cam- 
pus and will measure 
490 metres in length 
and 20 metres in 
width, including over- 
head pedestrian” cross- 
ings, and controlled 
by two traffic lights at 
its end points. 

Askea for the motive 
behind this project, 
Mr. Lawzi said that 
Jubaiha, which has a 



•c Lapses- 5 

5 -v? 

? u '( 

r~ -—i I 

v* I j Untwoisity 

® | t Mosque 

__-±! 


K. Saket Street 


j. r ix. uanci 



University of Jordan 
Campus 


i! to.f’.AlZtfjpr j 


vy i. 


If 

%J) 


TF>\ 0 ‘ __ - r rr--~ _ _ _ __ l)mv^3jp^ 

University Street ® ndqejf - ' 


Map of the University of Jordan and surrounding areas. The shaded part represents 
debated road. 


population of 55,000 
and an additional 
10,000 daily com- 
muters, suffers from 
three major gridlock 
points, one near the 
university mosque, the 
second near the main 
gate on Al Ahmesi 
road and the third near 
the University School. 

When queried about 
possible alternatives, 
Mr. Lawzi said that 
the road was the least 
costly option and that 
the possibility of an 


underpass was exclud- 
ed due to high 
expense. 

Mr. Lawzi further 
stated that the Munici- 
pality of Amman will 
be tne only financier 
of the project. 

University of Jordan 
Vice-President of 
Directorial Affairs 
Walid Ma'ani main- 
tained that the project 
has been under review 
for the past four years 
and that the university 
and the Municipality 


of Amman are cooper- 
ating on the project to 
solve traffic jams in 
the area. 

Dr. Ma'ani said that 
the road would not 
interfere with the uni- 
versity campus life 
and 'that it cuts 
through administra- 
tive buildings far from 
lecture classes. 

Officials at the uni- 
versity's engineering 
department, nowever, 
haa reservations 
regarding the project. 


An official, who 
requested anonymity, 
said that he believed 
the road would ruin 
the unity of the cam- 
pus and would affect 
the green area -inside 
the campus . where 
trees would have to be 
cut down. 

He also felt that the 
road would be a 
source of noise and 
pollution. • 

Campus professors 
felt that such a project 
should be thoroughly 
studied, -taking • into 
consideration the 
road’s potential effect 
on academic life as 
well as its Effect on 
the green area and the 
possible augmentation 
of pollution and noise 
disturbances. 

Studies are still 
under way and no 
final decision has 
been taken yet, how- 
ever, Mr. Lawzi told 
the Jordan Times that, 
if approved, the road 
will take one month to 
construct. 


Uzbekistan, Jordan conclude 
air transport agreement 



Uzbekistan! Foreign Minister Abdul Aziz Kamalov and Minister of Transport Naser 
Lawzi sign an air transport agreement Sunday (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Uzbekistan and Jordan 
Sunday concluded an 
agreement regarding the 
organisation of air trans- 
port with a view to fur- 
ther promote economic, 
cultural and trade links 
between the two coun- 
tries. 

The agreement, which 
was sianed by Minister 
of Transport Naser 
Lawzi and the Uzbek- 
istan! Foreign Minister 
Abdul Aziz Kamalov, 


S rovides for organising 
ights between Amman 
anB Uzbekistan through 
a third country. 

The agreement also 
provides "Tor organising 
regular flishts by tourist 
groups anB visitor facili- 
ties from either country 
to the other. 

Earlier, the Uzbekistan 
minister and Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ali 
Abul Ragheb signed a 
trade agreement "paving 
the wav for mutual trade 


exchanges. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said 
that Uzbekistan holds 
great opportunities for 
Jordanian exports and 
enterpeneurs to launch 
joint ventures with their 
colle;*'ties from Uzbek- 
istan 

.xamalov said that 
he hoped the agreement 
would mark the start of 
fruirl'ul relationship 
between his country and 
the Kingdom. 


Family fears abduction 
of eight-year old girl 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to rhe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The family of an eight- 
year-old girl has alleged that she was 
kept in a ‘’nursing home” in the Turkish 
•Embassy for one month. - pending a 
court ruling on custody rights, and now 
say that they fear the child may have 
been taken out of the country. 

Abdullah Shawawarah, the uncle of 
Amal Shawawarah. the eight-year old 
child, said that his niece and her moth- 
er, a Turkish national, were picked up 
by Turkish Embassy officiais a month 
ago from their Ei’ home, near Karak. 
and “since then we haven't heard any- 
thing neither from her nor her mother." 

'‘Turkish officials told us that they 
were keeping Amal for ten days, but it 
now it has been more than a month and 
we have not been allowed to meet her." 
Mr. Shawawarah charged. 

He said that although they received a 
guarantee from Turkish officials that 
she was not going to be sent back to 
Turkey, “we fear that she might have 
been smuggled out of the country as we 
do not know anything about her!” 

“We’ve been hying in vain to contact 
officials at the embassy in order to meet 
with Amal and to take her to school but 
we haven’t received any answer yet,” 
he said. 

Several attempts by the Jordan Times 
to obtain a statement from the Turkish 
Embassy have all failed. 

An official at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, however, said the case was in 
the hands of the judiciary which will 
determine who will win custody rights. 


"Jordanians are guaranteed full rights, 
and in this case we will have to waft for 
court to determine the final verdict." 
the official source said, referring to a 
lawsuit instigated by the Shawawarah 
family. 

According to Mr. Shawawarah. 
Atrial's father, Ali Shawawarah, mar- 
ried Artin Ardam in 1984 after studying 
in Turkey in the late 1970’s. 

“But Ali left his wife and daughter in 
Turkey, returned to Jordan and married 
another woman," he said. 

A few months later, he said, Ali. an 
engineer, was killed in a road accident 
and his family contacted his wife in 
Turkey and asked her to come to Jordan 
to claim inheritance and "settle Antal's 
custody issue.” 

The mother arrived with her daughter, 
and stayed in Ei’ for four months, "but 
she changed her mind in July, and 
decided to take Amal back to Turkey. 

The Shawawarah familyopposed the 
idea as they wanted the child to stay 
with them, Mr. Shawawarah told the 
Jordan Times. 

But Ms. Ardara’s father complained 
to the Turkish Embassy last month that 
the Shawawarah ’s were detaining his 
daughter and granddaughter. 

“‘■We were accused by [the Ardam 
family] of abducting and detaining the 
girl and [they claimed that] we were 
asking for money in return for the 
child," he added. 

“These are false and unjust accusa- 
tions. How can a family ask for money 
in return for their daughter ?" he 
queried. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 


*-“Ch6re Inconnue” at the French Culrur- 
al Centre at 8:30 p.m. 


LECTURE 


“The Palestinian-Israeli Relationship in 
the Presence of the Likud" by Hussein 
Hijazi at Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
pon, Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

‘Photography exhibition by Lily Bandak 
^titled-images of the Arab World ’ at the 
lordanian Construction Contractors Asso- 
ciation, exhibition ball, Sweifieh, until 
January 1 . 

''Works by Arab artists residing in Spain 
kferAdnan, Issam Ta'i, and Haken Sa di 
11 Orfali Art Gallery. Umm Utheina, until 

kc.l 





* Works by Jala! Ariqar and Larisa Najar at 
Institute "Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until 
Dec. 6. 

* Retrospective exhibition by Berlin- 
based Syrian artist Marwan Kassab-Bachi 
at Darui Al Funun, Jalal Weibdeh. until 
Dec. 10. Also displaying works of con- 
temporary Arabs artists. 

* Works "by Syrian artist Mustafa Ali at 
Baladna Art GaJIerv, Gardens St- until 
Nov. 30. 

* Aspects from the modem Jordanian 
plastic art by several Jordanian artists 
entitled "Message” at Alia An Gallery, 
Jabal Amman, until Nov. 2S. 

•* Photo panels and mosaics exhibition by 
German artist Yona Joesi entitled “Petra 
— A Cosmological Dialogue" at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, until Nov. 30. 

* Works by twenty four artists (from Iraq. 
Holland, " Lebanon. Vietnam. Spain, 
Greece. Curacao, Indonesia, Russia, and 
Chile.) entitled Hond and Hamer “Art in 
Cultural Transmission" at the Royal Soci- 
ety of Fine Art. Jabal Weibdeh until Nov. 

30. , 

w photo exhibition by Basma Asfour enti- 
tled "Doubles Regards” at the French Cul- 
tural Centre, until Nov. 28. 


e water ... every drop counts 




Internet message stimulates aid to charitable home 


By Sacha Baggiti 

Special w the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A message 
sent by school pupil Candide 
Kirk onto the local Internet, 
about help needed by admin- 
istrators and residents of the 
charitable home Dar El- 
SaJaam (House of Peace), 
has received a positive 
response from the nation's 
internet users 

Dar El-Salaam, primarily a 
home for the elderly but 
which also shelters a number 
of younger, menially handi- 
capped patients, receives .a 
small annual govermental 
grant (which this year stood 
at JD 900) but relies mainly 
on charitable donations. 

The home struggles to 
make ends meet with elec- 
tricity, fuel, water and other 
provisions needed to accom- 
modate its 75 residents. 

Sister Raphael and Sister 
Julie, nuns from the Teresan 
order which founded and 
runs the home, made partic- 
ular reference, in discussion 
with the Jordan Times, to the 
difficulties faced in covering 


medical costs; • ‘especially 
sedative dtugs, needed by 
the majority of patients.' 

Within 10 days of Ms. 
Kirk’s entry on the Internet, 
“a request ro all people liv- 
ing in Jordan to do whatever 
is within their means to. help 
these poor people" five 
pledges of aid were made. 

An extremely pleasing 
reply received by Candide 
from a man, wishing to 
remain anonymous, read, 
"My wife and I will pay the 
fuel bills for Dar El-Salaam 
for winter of this year..... we 
will make arrangements for 
a fuel service to visit the 
house regularly. Thanks for 
showing concern and my 
compliments to you for vis- 
iting Dar ' El-Salaam and 
bringing this issue to our 
attention." 

According to the Teresan 
nuns, the public has "shown 
great generosity” since the 
home was opened 27 years 
ago, bringing food and 
money to their door and the 
sisters further expressed 
appreciation for the assis- 
tance received from organi- 


sations such as the British 
Ladies of Amman. 

However, as pointed out 
by Ms. Kirk, a fifteen-year 
old student, winter is the 
most difficult period for Dar 
El-Salaam, and "greater 
awareness amongst the gen- 
eral public" could generate 
further interest in the work 
of the Teresan nuns, increase 
willingness to donate and 
therefore help alleviate hard- 
ships facing the home. 

As the cost of fuel, elec- 
tricity and water has been 
continuously rising the nuns 
recently resorted to request- 
ing exemption from water 
and electricity bills. 

That petition to the author- 
ities was unsuccessful but as 
the anonymous donor of fuel 
costs told the JonJan Times, 
exemption from bill pay- 
ment would necessitate 
approval by the council of 
ministers as this is consid- 
ered money pertaining to the 
country. 

The government cannot 
appear to be "favouring one 
philanthropic group over 
another” he said. 


The six nuns ai Dar El- 
Salaam. one of the 14 Mid- 
dle Eastern houses founded 
by Sister Teresa's order, 
comfort, bathe, clean and 
cook for their patients as 
well as manage administra- 
tive business without any 
official assistance. 

in response to a suggestion 
that the home would be 
helped by people willing to 
dedicate time and practical 
assistance as well as money. 
Sister Julie agreed, adding, 
"The patients get great plea- 
sure from the company of 
visitors, they love to talk to 
people." 

Although visits by stu- 
dents have been organised 
through schools, colleges 
and universities, assistance 
of this nature is irregular. 

The Dar El-Salaam build- 
ing consists of a dormitory 
split into three sections, a 
kitchen, refractory and a 
small garden. 

The home also has access 
to a bus which is occasional- 
ly used for trips to the sec- 
ond Teresan home located 
near Zarqa and housing 


handicapped children. 

However, such trips are 
difficult to organise and “the 
many bed-bound patients 
miss out on such pleasures," 
Sister Julie told the JonJan 
Times. 

The nuns insisred that they 
did not wish people to feel 
forced to donate but want 
them "only to give from 
their hearts." 

With regard to Ms. Kirk's 
hopes for the next few 
months, she told the JonJan 
Times that she hoped 
enough interest could be 
generated to ensure a happi- 
er time for the residents of 
Dar El-Salaam over the 
Christmas season and per- 
haps "a Christmas dinner 
could be organised." 

Ms. Kirk’s mother Samia 
Mondo told the Jordan 
Times that as food donations 
are sporadic, (usually left- 
overs from weddings and 
funerals) she hopes" that a 
mechanism for regular trans- 
port of leftovers, still fit for 
consumption, can be estab- 
lished. 
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Clinton, Jiang agree on 


framework for summits 


MANILA’ (R) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin agreed Sunday on a 
framework for summit talks 
over the next two years that 
will start with a visit to 
China by Vice- President A1 
Gore in the first part of 
1997. 

“The two presidents have 
accepted each other's invi- 
tations for state visits “ in 
1997 and 1998. White 
House spokesman Mike 
McCurry said after Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Jiang met 
for S5 minutes on the 
fringes of the annual Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) forum. 

Mr. McCurry said it re- 
mained to be decided whe- 
ther Washington or Beijing 
would be the site of the first 
summit and exactly when 
the summits would take 
place. But he said Mr. Gore 
would start an exchange of 
high-level visits by U.S. and 
Chinese officials by going 
to China in the first half of 
1997. 


The last U.S. President to 
visit China was George 
Bush in 1989. Ties between 
the United States and China 
started unravelling in June 
of that year because of the 
Tiananmen Square clamp- 
down on Chinese dissidents 
and have been more or less 
frosty ever since. 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Jiang 
“agree that this very impor- 
tant relationship needs regu- 
lar high-level visits, ” Mr. 
McCuny said. 

A senior U.S. official who 
briefed reporters after the 
two presidents met indicat- 
ed they agreed on very little 
else at their meeting, which 
the official described as 
“straightforward “and “bu- 
sinesslike.' Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Shen 
Guofang described the talks 
as constructive, and said the 
presidents agreed their 
meeting was important for 
the future of U.S.-China 
relations. 

The U.S. official said Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Jiang cov- 
ered a broad range of issues. 


including nuclear non-pro- 
liferation, Taiwan, China’s 
desire for membership of 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO). North "Korea 
and human rights. 

Mr. Clinton rejected Mr. 
Jiang’s demand for an end 
to O.S. sponsorship of a 
U.N. resolution that criticis- 
es China’s record on human 
rights, and also told him that 
China needs to do more to 
become a member of the 
WTO trade body, the offi- 
cial said. 

He said Mr. Jiang com- 
plained about U.S. arms 
sales to Taiwan, but that this 
was not a major topic of dis- 
cussion. “It got veiy little 
treatment in this meeting, 
but I don’t mean to pretend 
or assert that this doesn't 
remain a very significant 
issue for the Chinese. “ the 
official said. 

Despite their differences, 
the Clintbn-Jiang meeting 
was apparently cordial, 
even light-hearted at times. 
When Mr. Clinton noted 
that he was hoarse because 


Karabakh elects new president 


STEPANAKERT, Nagorno- 
Karabakh (AFP) — Polling 
stations opened in presiden- 
tial elections in Azerbai- 
jan's troubled Nagorno- 
Karabakh region Sunday, 
despite criticism from Ba- 
ku, Moscow and Washing- 
ton. 

Some 90,000 people are 
registered to choose bet- 
ween three candidates for 
president in this mountain- 
ous enclave, which was 
devastated by a six-year war 
from 1988-1994 between its 
ethnic Armenian majority 
and Azeri forces. 

Azerbaijan has slammed 
the poll as illegal, describ- 
ing it as a ruse by Armenian 
separatists in the enclave to 
legitimize . their claim to 
independence and nudge 
them towards their ultimate 
goal — unification . with 
Armenia. 

Russia and the United 
States have also expressed 
concern, saying the vote 
could threaten continuing 
peace talks on the future 
status of the enclave, which 
is situated within Azerbai- 
jan but populated mostly by 
ethnic Armenians but des- 
pite the controversy, resi- 
dents were reportedly flock- 
ing to cast their vote 
Sunday. 

“They were queuing up at 
5 o’clock this morning, two 
hours before opening." said 
Leonid Arutunian. commis- 
sion chairman at polling sta- 
tion No. 1 in the capital 
Stepanakert. 

“This is the first time that 
the people of Nagorno- 
Karabakh are electing their 
president." voter Karina 
Arurunian added. "Psycho- 
logically it’s very impor- 
tant." 

Three candidates are 
vying for the top job: Ro- 
bert Kocharian. 42. elected 


president by the local par- 
liament in 1994 and the 
favourite; Boris Aruchan- 
ian. 48. a parliamentary de- 
puty: and former Stepana- 
kert Communist Party Sec- 
retary Hrant Melkonian. 45, 
backed mostly by elderly 
voters nostalgic for the 
Soviet era. 

Of the three, Mr. Melkon- 
ian 's programme puts most 
emphasis on social issues, 
but all candidates give top 
priority to armed defence 
for the tiny enclave. 

In the village of Shushi. 
some 10 kilometres from. 
Stepanakert, kebabs were 
grilling and the polling sta- 
tions were heated with 
wood fires as residents cast 
their votes to the accompa- 
niment of the flute and the 
drum. 

"All states have presi- 
dents, we want one elected 
by the people too/' said 
Shagen Mirozian. 

The village suffered enor- 
mous damage during the 
war, which ended with a 
ceasefire in 1 994 after 
claiming some 20.000 lives. 
Azeris bombarded Stepana- 
kert from here and the vil- 
lage was almost completely 
destroyed when Armenians 
retook it in 1 992. 

The Azeri population 
e itlier died or fled and the 
remaining 3.600 residents 
— from a prewar popula- 
tion of 6.000 — live among 
the ruins. As a symbol of 
the Armenian victor}* the 
Christian Church is in the 
process of restoration, while 
the mosque stands empty' 
and overgrown. 

Although the ceasefire has 
largely held since 1994, the 
latest round of peace talks 
between representatives 
from Azerbaijan. Armenia 
and the enclave itself col- 
lapsed in Helsinki Friday. 


Mr. Kocharian has warned 
that hostilities could reig- 
nite: “Azerbaijani attacks 
could start up again." he 
said, adding that an “impor- 
tant part of the budget" is 
dedicated to the creation of 
a proper army. 

For the enclave’s Armen- 
ians. Mr. Kocharian is the 
architect of their military 
victory. 

It was under his com- 
mand. as head of the “Kara- 
bakh Defence Committee." 
that Armenians recaptured 
villages controlled by Aze- 
ris during 1992-1993 and 
seized a vast. 8,000-square- 
kilometre (3.200-square- 
mile) swathe- of land , as a ■ 
“security zone” between the 
enclave and the border with 
Armenia. 

It was these victories that 
enabled the enclave to 
establish an essential link to 
Armenia, which supported 
it logisticaily but has always 
denied military involve- 
ment and has never official- 
ly recognised the republic's 
independence. 

The enclave's Armenians 
have also been supported by 
the powerful Armenian 
diaspora. It was money 
from the diaspora that 
enabled construction of a 
motorway linking Stepana- 
kert and Yerevan to go 
ahead. 

The road will make possi- 
ble deliveries of petrol and 
essential goods to the 
mountainous enclave. 

Azerbaijan refuses to 
countenance independence 
for the republic, while offe- 
ring to grant it a large deg- 
ree of cultural autonomy. 

However, the Karabakh 
separatists will settle for 
nothing less than outright 
independence. 


Czechs get new Senate, but few care 


PRAGUE (R) — The Czech 
Republic has its first Senate 
since before World War II. 
but an electoral win by the 
governing coalition 

appeared to have smothered 
talk of early general elec- 
tions. 

The three centre-right 
coalition panics took 52 
seats in the new upper 
house of parliament 
Saturday, but voter turnout 
of only 30 per cent con- 
firmed surveys showing 
many believe the Senate, 
with limited powers, is 
unnecessary. 

Still, the result marked 
something of a turnaround 
for the coalition. Central 
Europe’s last centre-right 
government, which lost its 
majority in the more power- 
ful lower house, the 
Chamber of Deputies, six 
months ago. 

The Senate, written into 
the new 1993 constitution 
when Czechoslovakia split 
into separate czech and 
Slovak states but not given 
authority until this year, was 
designed to be the reincar- 
nation of the body of elder 
statesmen who sat in Prague 
until the Nazi invasion in 


1939. 

Mr. Klaus's Civic 
Democratic Party (ODS) 
won 32 seats ahead of the 
strongest opposition party, 
the Social Democrats, with 

25. 

But Mr. Klaus dampened 
speculation that his conser- 
vative minority government 
might use the victory' this 
weekend to seek an early 
voie to the lower house. 

While leaving his party’s 
headquarters late Saturday, 
Mr. Klaus was asked if the 
results confirmed his opin- 
ion. given after last week’s 
first-round Senate vote, that 
early elections to rhe lower 
house should not be neces- 
sary. 

"I think they did.” he told 
Reuters. He did not elabo- 
rate. 

His three-party conserva- 
tive coalition won 52 seats 
after this weekend’s runoffs 
for the 8 1 -seat Senate. 

After last week’s first- 
round Senate vote, which 
gave Mr. Klaus’s Civic 
Democratic Party the poten- 
tial to win up to 79 seats. 
Mr. Klaus told Czech 
Television: “This country 
does not need another 


(lower house) election. It 
needs to function, work.” 

The opposition Social 
Democrats won 25 Senate 
sears, while the junior coali- 
tion parties, the Christian 
Democrats (KDU-CSL) and 
Civic Democratic Alliance 
(ODA) won 13 and seven 
seats respectively. 

Analysts once viewed the 
senate elections as a gauge 
for whether the coalition or 
the opposition would be in a 
position to seek a majority 
in the lower house through 
an early poll. 

Bur voter turnout of only 
30 per cent made it hard for 
anybody to draw conclu- 
sions on w hat might be the 
result if early elections to 
the more powerful lower 
house were called. 

“Most importantly the 
Senate w-on’t be one- 
coloured or two-coloured as 
was expected, but multi- 
coloured.” said analyst Jiri 
Pehe of Prague’s Open 
Media Research Institute. 

The little-reformed Com- 
munists clinched two seals 
and two went to indepen- 
dents. 


of his recent reelection cam- 
paign and his travels. Mr. 
Jiang jokingly suggested be 
try Chinese medicine or 
acupuncture. 

The Chinese leader also 
told Mr. Clinton that the 
wreck of a U.S. B-24 bom- 
ber had recently been found 
in southern China with 
some human remains 
aboard, apparently those of 
U.S. servicemen missing 
since World War D. 

Mr. Jiang gave the U.S. 
president a videotape and 
photographs of the crash 
site and invited him to send 
a U.S. forensic team to 
China to inspect it. 

Mr. Clinton, speaking 
with reporters at the start of 
a subsequent meeting with 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoto. said he 
was pleased with the meet- 
ing. 

“I think it went very well. 
It was a good meeting, and I 
think the next steps are 
appropriate. “ Mr. Clinton 
said. 


Satellites 
line up 
behind 
shuttle 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Ho- 
nda (R) — Shuttle Colum- 
bia led a procession of 
satellites around the globe 
Saturday as a prototype 
space factory and an ultra- 
violet observatory fol- 
lowed it through space. 

The wake shield facility 
released 'Friday night and 
the Orfeus-Spas Orbiting 
Observatory deployed last 
Tuesday will be retrieved 
by Columbia’s crew later in 
their 16-day mission. 

“That’s certainly a beau- 
tiful dance out there with 
three orbiting bodies," 
spacecraft communicator 
Bill McArthur told the 
shuttle crew Saturday. 

It is the First time the 
shuttle has orbited along 
with two recoverable satel- 
lites and represents a sig- 
nificant challenge for 
ground controllers, NASA 
officials said. 

“It’s a very sophisticated 
ballet we’re doing here." 
flight Director Ai Penning- 
ton said. "The dynamics of 
the three-bodv problem is 
going to be very tricky. 
We’ve spent a lot of time 
planning for it." 

The wake shield, a proto- 
type space-based semicon- 
ductor factory, had already 
given the astronauts a scare 
when it passed close by the 
shuttle’s cockpit minutes 
after it was released into 
space Friday. 

The saucer-shaped craft 
was supposed to have been 
7.3 metres from the shuttle 
but may have come as 
close as three metres, shut- 
tle Commander Ken Cock- 
rell said. 

The astronauts were ne- 
ver in danger because 
Cockrell could have fired 
the shuttle's thrusters to 
take evasive action had a 
collision looked imminent. 
NASA officials said. But 
that would have contami- | 
nated the sensitive space- 
craft with rocket exhaust, 
mining its production of 
semiconductors. 

When the astronauts 
awoke Saturday. Columbia 
was 29 kilometres ahead of 
the wake shield, which was 
followed 85 kilometres fur- 
ther back by the Orfeus- 
Spas Telescope. 

Controllers operating the 
two-ionne wake shield 
reported no repeat of the 
problems with the space- 
craft’s stabilising system 
that had caused it to wob- 
ble through space during a 
test flight last year. 

“Fortunately ... the wake 
shield is not reeling and 
rocking,” joked mission 
control’s McArthur after 
waking the crew Saturday 
Afternoon with a recording 
of Chuck Berry’s "Reeling 
And Rocking.” 







President Bill Clinton shakes hands with Chinese President Jiang Zemin (right) 
before a bilateral meeting in Manila Sunday. This is the fourth time the two have met 
A senior U.S. official said Mr. Clinton and Mr. Jiang would probably agree to hold a 
high-level exchange of visits starting next year I Reuter photo) 


Mandela slams U.N. for 
blocking Ghali’s 2nd term 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— President Nelson Man- 
dela has slammed the United 
States for blocking Boutros 
Ghali’s reelcclion as U.N. 
secretary general, saying it 
sets a bad example for 
democracy, the Sunday 
Independent said here. 

“The U.S. position is unfor- 
tunate." Mr. Mandela told the 
newspaper in an interview' 
published Sunday. “1 would 
have liked the U.S. ... to be 
exemplary in observing 


democratic procedures. 

“If the U.S. lakes a unilater- 
al attitude on a matter on 
which the entire world is 
united, and they go against 
that consensus, it indicates 
that we could be plunged into 
chaos because after that 
precedent, no country will 
observe majority decisions in 
Lhe world body," Mr. 
Mandela said. 

The U.S. used its Security 
Council veto Tuesday to deny 
Dr. Ghali a second term. 


while the other four Council 
members with veto powers. 
France Britain. China and 
Russia, backed the 74-year- 
old Egyptian diplomat. 

The U.S. opposed a second 
term for Dr. Ghali, who has 
wide support in Africa, be- 
cause it is unhappy with the 
way he has run the U.N. 

Mr. Mandela told the Sun- 
day Independent that the is- 
sue will not affect South Af- 
rica’s friendship with the 
U.S. 



Aslan Maskhadov (right), leader of the Chechen rebel government, listens to his 
deputy Movladi Udugov during a news conference Sunday. Chechen rebel leaders 
who signed a deal with Moscow after President Boris Yeltsin ordered the last two 
brigades of Russian troops out of the region before Chechen elections on Jan. 27, cau- 
tiously claimed victory on Sunday ( Reuter photo) 


Chechens cautiously claim victory 


MOSCOW (R) — Chechen 
rebel leaders who signed a 
weekend peace deal with 
Moscow' after President 
Boris Yeltsin ordered a full 
troop withdrawal from the 
separatist region, cautiously 
claimed victory Sunday. 

“We did not aim at gain- 
ing a military victor}' over 
the Russian army, which is 
big and has nuclear mis- 
siles." said the head of the 
Chechen rebel government. 
Aslan Maskhadov. 

“We fought to have no 
Russian soldier on our lerri- 
lory so that our ciii/cns 
were not killed and I think 
we have achieved this.” he 
told a news conference at a 
Moscow hotel. 

The secluded hotel in the 
centre of Moscow was 
guarded by heavily-armed 
police. In the conference 
room there were Chechen 
Fighters with pistols slung 
on their hips. 

Commander Maskhadov 
was effectively the top mili- 
tary commander of 
Chechen fighters who suc- 
cessfully fought Russian 
forces for 21 months from 
December 1994. when Mr. 
Yeltsin sent troops to break 
the north Caucasus region’s 
independence drive. 

The silver-haired Maskha- 
dov. widely respected in 
Chechenya. said up to 

100.000 civilians were 
killed in the bloody conflict, 
while his forces lost some 

4.000 fighters. That total 
figure is well above the tens 
of thousands cited by inde- 
pendent experts. 

Commander Maskhadov 
and other leaders of the 
rebel government now 
effectively recognised by 
Moscow, appeared extreme- 


ly cautious in their com- 
ments “not to disrupt the sit- 
uation.” 

But pride and emotion 
sometime broke out. 

“When we were called 
bandits. 1 think it was insul- 
ting for the Russian army." 
said Movladi Udugov. de- 
puty to Commander Mas- 
khadov and the main Che- 
chen spokesman. “What 
type of army is it if it tights 
bandits for two years and 
cannot win?” 

Mr. Udugov praised the 
now sacked Russian securi- 
ty chief Alexander Lebed, 
saying he had played the 
role of “a ram" by forcing 
Moscow into signing a 
peace accord in August. 

The separatists have good 
reason to be satisfied. 

Mr. Yeltsin, in a major 
concession, ordered all re- 
maining Russian troops to 
leave the region — meeting 
the main outstanding de- 
mand of the rebels, apart 
from their paramount desire 
to secede from Russia alto- 
gedicr. 

His order cleared way for 
a cooperation agreement 
signed later by Prime Mi- 
nister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
and Commander Maskha- 
dov. 

The weekend events reflec- 
ted a new Russian strategy. 

Having failed militarily. 
Moscow is now keen to se- 
cure its interests in Chc- 
chcnya through economic 
tics. 

“There are people in Rus- 
sia who have understood 
ambitions are nothing while 
real interests are every- 
thing,” Mr. Udugov said. ’ 

Communist leader Genna- 
dy Zyuganov, however, 
condemned the deal Sun- 


day. saying it spelled the 
break-up of the nation and 
demanding a vote of no- 
confidencc in the govern- 
ment. 

He told Inter lax News 
Agency it was "unconstitu- 
tional and de jure marks the 
beinning of the break-up of 
Russia." 

He added that the Consti- 
tutional Court and parlia- 
ment should rev jew the 
agreement, which he said 
“smells of a Belovez.h mark 
2 .” referring to the treaiv 
signed by Mr. Yeltsin and 
other leaders in December 
1991 which formally broke 
up the Soviet Union! 

The new agreement, valid 
until elections in the region 
on Jan. 27. said the "two 
sides had agreed to restore 
trade in goods and services 
by Dec. 1 and work our cus- 
toms regulations. Air. rail 
and road traffic are also to 
be restored. 

Another accord on "sp^. 
cial economic relations” 
between Moscow and Che- 
chenya was to be worked 
out after the poll. 

More importantly, the two 
sides vowed to sign a spe- 
cial deal on tlie "transport 
and refining of oil on 
Chechen territory. The rebel 
government promised to 
safeguard refineries and 

pipelines. 

Dinned oil was a major 
source ol income for 
Chechenya in the three 
years of self-declared inde- 
pendence before Moscow's 
1994 assault. Although nn 
longer a significant oil pro- 
ducer. the region occupies a 
strategic position hetween 
the rest of Russia and the 
oil-rich Caspian state of 
Azerbaijan. 


No room for 
Imelda . 
Marcos in ; 
‘Trianon’ she 
built 


MANILA (R) — Imelda 
Marcos, who once made 
generals and tycoons quake 
in their boots, sits on the 
sidelines all bur forgotten as 
world leaden; meet and dine 
in a glittering Philippine 
convention centre she built 
As U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and other APEC 
heads of state gathered in 
Manila Sunday ahead of 
their annual summit, the 
woman known around the 
world for her collection of 
3.000 shoes spent her morn- 
ing quietly in an old house in 
Manila where her late hus- 
band Ferdinand Marcos 
brought her as his bride 42 
years ago. g 

Aides said Mrs.' Marcos 
was not at all bitter that 
hardly anyone remembers it 
was she who built the con- 
vention centre complex. 

President Fidel Ramos 
Sunday evening hosted a 
dinner at the complex for 
leaders attending the Asia- 
Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) sum- 
mit. 

“I am very happy that 1 
have contributed a little to 
such a gathering,” Mrs. 
Marcos said in a statement to 
Reuters. 

“She doesn't miss the 
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almost mythic proportions. 

Aides said Mrs. Marcos, 
now a congresswoman de- 
spite the jail sentence she is 
currently appealing to the 
Supreme Court, had been 
invited to join a women's 
conference where U.S. First 
lady Hillary Clinton made a 
'•pcech Sunday. 

“But she did not want to be 
seen as riding on the apec 
wave so she declined the in- 
vitation.” Mr. Vanzi said.- 
Analyst Benigno said the 
convention centre was life 
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pen for Marie Antoinette/ 
"Frenchmen at the time 
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Irene Skliva (centre) of Greece smiles while she is being crowned as Miss World 1996 by the outgoing winner 
Jacqueline Aguilera of Venezuela in southern Indian city of Bangalore late Saturday. Also seen in the picture are 
second runner up Ansuka Prado (left) of Brazil and first runner up Carolina Arango (right! of Colombia (Reuter 
pbolo) 


Relief as Miss World pageant ends in India 
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BANGALORE. India (R> 
— With the crowning of a 
Greek model as Miss World, 
contestants in the controver- 
sial pageant prepared Sun- 
day to depart and police 
expressed relief that mili- 
tant feminists did not carry 
but self-immolation pro- 
tests. 

Police said rhey would 
probably release Sunday 
more than 1.500 demonstra- 
tors who had been detained 
as a precaution before Sa- 
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which had drawn 
protests for two months 
from opponents who said it 
demeaned women and 
Indian culture. 

There were no mass sui- 
cides as threatened by mili- 
tant pageant protesters. And 
the one woman who said 
in a pubic. ..she could make them hap- 
?bi i pen — Kinay Narayana' 
■ C'reck . Shashikala, leader of Mahi- 
anjij*i . la Jagran Samiri (Forum for 
'jiJ Awakening Women) — wfos ! 
nowhere to be seen. 

"‘We are relieved that it's 
over," said a senior police 
officer. “Now she (Shashi- 
i \ lint past kala) is free to do whatever 
]jrvo- she wants" 
huili in ; ,J ' r Irene Skliva, a hazel-eyed. 
m<rc(ine - 18-year-old professional 
>n.il .\N.ir- model from Greece, was 
hu-hjnj a*- crowned Miss World in the 
i campiiS' glittering, heavily guarded 
ine-> .'I it-’- finale, viewed by a world- 
ne biVi'mi ■ w 'de television audience of 
Mde. n"li-\ two billion. 

) Police said the detained 
.pr,.«nf £* protesters would probably 
'.i hik mitfc 
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11 ^ MINSK (R) — The people 
1,0 0 ni of Belarus were completing 
r. ^fing in a deeply contro- 
. versial referendum Sunday 
which Presiden't 
' cn -\’rf Alexander Lukashenko is 
seeking sweeping new pow- 
tis over rival institutions 
^ . i, and an extended term in 
i ij-'f' M office. 

ji,i ‘ £jU 'nit fifing stations opened at 
tsilif W™ 1 6 ajn. (0400 GMT) and 
™ ' were due to close at 10 p.m. 
rco*' 9 “‘. (2000 GMT) on the last day 
: a of a long process that began 
rudl^K on Nov. 9. Preliminary' 
lmdi'* ? . resulm should be available 
fiecid 1 .''! at some point Monday, offi- 
iiH ft-.^'icials say. 

ipini ‘P- The former Soviet 
thi- r 1 ' 1 ^- Republic was plunged back 
.id dr> into political crisis Saturday 
asre*'^- w ben Mr. Lukashenko and a 
jil rebellious parliament both 
reneged on a deal brokered 
fir*. * - fy neighbouring Russia 
,oin J V: ^led ar resolving their dis- 
\\ \w $ 1 ■ pute over the referendum. 

A flintf* Turnout figures for the 
. Period since Nov. 9. an- 
i"* .nounced on state television 
rf' Sunday, suggested 



Miss World 1996 Irene Skliva of Greece gestures in tra- 
ditional Indian style of greeting during a press confer- 
ence in the southern Indian city ,of Bangalore Sunday. 
This was Ms. Skliva 's first press conference after being 
crowned Miss World 1996 during the pageant which 
attracted participants from 89 countries. The pageant, 
held first time in India, ended amidst protests in the city 
(Reuter photo) 

be freed after the Miss Oo Saturday 10,000 po- 
World contestants left for lice and paramilitary iroop- 
New Delhi. India's capital. ers fired reargas on crowds 


in Bangalore's streets where 
right-wing Hindu national- 
ists staged demonstrations 
before the pageant starred. 

At least seven police were 
injured in scattered clashes 
throughout the city. 

But inside the fortress-like 
cricket stadium, the three- 
hour spectacle passed off 
without incident to traditional 
Indian music and dance. 

Carolina Arango. 19, of 
Colombia was named first 
runner-up, and Anuska Pra- 
do. 20. of Brazil the second 
runner-up. 

Militant feminists had 
vowed to penetrate the sta- 
dium’s security and swal- 
low cyanide as they set 
themselves on. fire, but the 
feminist group was nowhere 
in sight. 

Last week, an unem- 
ployed man in southern 
India died after setting liiih- 
self ablaze in protest. - ", 

The beauty contest itself 
tried to be a tribute to Indian 
culture, set against the back- 
drop of. reconstructed ruins 
of a 14th-century Hindu 
temple. 

In deference to Indian 
mores, the contestants wore 
long transparent skirts 
around their swimsuits. 

Police saidfthree members 
of parliament from New 
Delhi belonging to the Hin- 
du nationalist Bharatiya Ja- 
nata Party were among 
those held in the protests, 
which had heavy political 
overtones. 


Belarus votes in controversial referendum 


very 


i»i- ur- r — au 6 
- f dcfl^ h ^yy polling. 
j f vhm 1 ; > That is expected to favour 
(j l iii. £fl1 ' Lukashenko, who en- 
'.r-fo 5 especially strong sup- 




i# 


port in country areas of 
largdy-rural Beliirus. 

More than 50 per cent of 
votes had already been cast 
in Mogilyov region, the 
television said. In Vitebsk 
region, the figure was 32 
per cent and in brest city 
over 20 per cent. In one 
rural area on the Ukrainian 
border early voting hir 60 
per cent. 

Sources told Interfax 
news agency some two mil- 
lion people — about a third 
of the rota! electorate — had 
voted by Saturday. 

A defiant Lukashenko 
addressed the nation of 10 
million people on state rele- 
viidon Saturday, pointing to 
religious and ethnic con- 
flicts in other former Soviet 
republics and saying the 
country he runs is at? “island 
of stability.” 

The president wants to use 
the vote to tighten his grip 
on rival institutions, includ- 
ing parliament and extend 
his term by more than two 
years — an idea which par- 
liamentarians oppose. 

“It is not a choice between 
president and parliament. It 
is a choice between chaos 


and anarchy on one hand, 
and discipline, order and a 
changes for the better on the 
other." he said. 

Communists, liberals and 
nationalists have recently 
joined forces to oppose Mr. 
Lukashenko. 42, and his 
authoritarian style of rule. 
But there is a lack of strong 
opposition leadership in the 
nation sandwiched between 
Russia and Poland. 

Interfax Sunday quoted a 
spokesman for Belarus's 
security council denying ihe 
country had sent its last 
remaining Soviet nuclear 
missiles to Russia for scrap- 
ping, contradicting state- 
ments Iasi week by other 
officials. 

Mr. Lukashenko had 
threatened to hang on to iB 
SS-25 strategic missiles — 
which arc controlled by 
Moscow — as a bargaining 
chip against NATO’s plans 
to expand eastwards. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted an official at 
Russia’s strategic command 
saying the withdrawal of 
missiles was continuing and 
w ould be completed by the 
end-war deadline. 


The referendum poses 
seven questions, including 
whether to accept Mr. 
Lukashenko's draft consti- 
tution to broaden his pow- 
ers. 

After a brief period Friday 
when the compromise 
looked like holding, both 
Mr. Lukashenko and parlia- 
ment reneged on the Rus- 
sian-brokered deal the fol- 
lowing day. Mr. Lukashen- 
ko compared deputies to 
animals in a zoo and said he 
had cancelled his half of the 
accord after the parliament 
failed to approve it. 

Moscow is Mr. Luka- 
shenko's closest ally and the 
Kremlin is seen as the only 
power with e'nough clout to 
influence him. 

Russia’s ORT television, 
which tends to back the 
Kremlin, broadcast an ami- 
Lukashenko item late Satur- 
day and a long interview 
with his main foe, parlia- 
ment Chief Semyon Sharet- 
sky. 

Mr. Lukashenko's voice 
was heard praising Adolf 
Hitler for bringing order to 
Germany with footage of a 
concentration camp. 


Russian minister slams NATO enlargement plans 
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f*; $ v.'J^fence Minister Igor Ro- 
,;®onov, in an apparent 
• u& ; -fr lnge of Saturday 

it) ^wasted NATO’s plans to 
,^V;«paod eastwards, saying 
cc c3 ”j. xjnlfrgement would bring 
iii |uT ^- -f«tother cold spell” to 


/Europe. 
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is under no . circum- 
acceptable to Rus- 
HAR-TASS news 
,\v ' ! l? ' (■ a S e ucy quoted Mr. Rodio- 
^° v saying after talks 


with visiting Slovak De- 
fence Minister Jan Sitek. 

“I have ail ways been an 
opponent of NATO enlarge- 
ment and remain such to the 
end. until we resolve this 
issue." Mr. Rodionov said, 
addin 2 it was the Western 
alliance’s right to decide on 
new members. 

“It would bring along ano- 
ther cold spell to Europe after 
a warm period which came 
with the end of the cold war. 

Russia has \ igorausly op- 


posed NATO plans to ex- 
pand to the cast to take in 
some of Moscow’s former 
East Bloc allies, but had 
appeared recently lo soften 
its stance in a tacit recogni- 
tion that it can do little to 
stop the expansion. 

Mr. Rodionov's remarks 
earlier this week appeared 
lo reflect such approach. 

On Tuesday, talking to 
journalists after meeting 
visiting British Defence 
Minister Michael Portillo, 


Mr. Rodionov said Mr. 
Portillo had persuaded him 
NATO was no threat. 

He added that a military 
cooperation deal with Bri- 
tain could be signed soon. 

"I am convinced. But now 
1 have to convince millions 
of people, above ail in 
Russia, and wc have to 
work on this. Just as we 
have to convince the West 
that Russia poses no threat 
to the West," Mr. Rodionov 
said. 


120 dead but more than 50 
survive crash of hijacked plane 


MORONI (AFP) — More 
than 50 passengers and 
crew escaped alive from a 
hijacked Ethiopian airliner, 
carrying 175 people, that 
crashed into the Indian 
Ocean off the Comoros 
Ls lands. 

Rescuers scrambled 
Sunday to look for more 
miracle survivors from the 
Ethiopian Airlines Boeing 
767 that came down on a 
reef off the tiny island 
group, apparently after run- 
ning out of fuel as it was 
trying to land, witnesses 
said. 

Bodies were seen floating 
in the waters off the tourist 
islands, mingling with the 
wreckage. 

The crisis cell at the 
Comoros Foreign Ministry 
said that 120 bodies had 
been plucked from the 
water and gave a revised 
figure for die number of 
people on board as 1 63 pas- 
sengers and 12 crew. 

The ministry said that the 
hijackers, "probably Ethio- 
pians ... got into the plane at 
Addis Ababa, entered the 
cockpit and threatened to 
blow up the plane.” 

In Addis Ababa, on Ethio- 
pian airline official said the 
hijackers had been "trying 
to get in touch with the 
Ethiopian government, the 
plane was turning around in 
the middle of the ocean 
until there was no fuel." 

Frederick Chretien, the 


manager of the Galawa 
Hotel near the crash scene, 
quoted survivors as saying 
that the hijackers “'were 
quite panicky." 

Ibrahim Moussa, a 
Comoros government offi- 
cial, said the captain, co- 
pilot, two stewardesses and 
a Technician from the plane 
were among the 52 sur- 
vivors counted so far. 

Two hijackers were also 
among the survivors and 
they had been formally 
identified by the surviving 
crew, he said. 

The hijacking appeared 
set to become the bloodiest 
in history, exceeding the 
death toll in the December 
1977 hijacking of a Malay- 
sian airliner, in which 93 
passengers and seven crew- 
died. 

The reason for the hijack- 
ing remained a mystery. 
Israeli radio reported earlier 
that 1 1 hijackers had seized 
the plane and ordered it to 
fly to Mauritius and then on 
to Australia. 

Divers and boat owners 
helped in the rescue opera- 
tion, while police and 
explosives teams looked for 
any trace of explosives in 
the sea or on the beach. 

A private Comoran pilot 
told AFP after visiting the 
site about 40 kilometres 
from Moroni that the plane 
had broken into three pieces 
and was floating just off the 
beach. 


He said part of the fuse- 
lage and the tail section 
bearing the colours of the 
Ethiopian flag were clearly 
visible in the water. 

An Ethiopian medical 
team arrived at the crash 
site Saturday evening, the 
Comoron Foreign Ministry 
said, while the French 
Foreign Ministry' said a 
French Red Cross team had 
come from the island of 
Reunion. 

Israeli and U.S. officials 
were also due to head for 
the islands to help in the 
rescue and investigations. 

"Since there were 
Americans on board ... it 
appears to be an act of air 
piracy ... and a crime under 
U.S. law," State Department 
spokesman Christopher 
Bush said in Washington. 

The Comoros Foreign 
Ministry' said that a UiS. 
diplomat and his wife were 
among the survivors, but 
Mr. Bush said he could only 
confirm that "several 
Americans were on board." 

No full passenger list has 
been released, but a partial 
list of survivors gave the 
figures as: Three Ameri- 
cans. two Britons, two 
French, three Italians, one 
Japanese, one Ukrainian, 
one Israeli, four Nigerians 
two Congolese, one Djibou- 
tion, eight Ethiopians, four 
Kenyans, two Malians and 
one Indian. 

The Israeli Foreign Minis- 


try said earlier that eight 
Israelis had been on board. 

South Korean diplomat 
Lee Jong-Hun. a third sec- 
retary' at the embassy in 
Nairobi, was among the 
dead, according to the Fo- 
reign Ministry in Seoul. 

Takahiko Sugiyama. 56. 
an official of the govern- 
ment-run Japan lniernatio- 
nal Cooperation Agency 
(JICAl, was among sur- 
vivors in hospital in Moro- 
ni. according to Japanese 
news reports. 

The Italian Foreign 
Ministry said that the three 
Italian survivors included 
two officials with the Italian 
em-bassv in Addis Ababa. 

Just before the crash the 
plane was “flying very low" 
and "landed on the water 
about a kilometre from the 
hotel" where there is a coral 
reef encircling the island, a 
woman hotel employee 
said. 

The wingtip touched the 
water first and then the 
plane split info rhree pieces. 
"There was a loud noise and 
then an explosion." she 
said. 

Ethiopia has been the 
scene of a string of bomb 
attacks this year blamed by 
the authorities on Islamic 
fundamentalist groups. 
Earlier this month national 
radio reported that police in 
the country had arrested 1 1 
suspects. 


Mother 

Teresa’s 

heart 

problems 

persist 

CALCUTTA- (R) 
Mother Teresa suffered 
heart failure for the second 
time in three days Sunday, 
and her doctor said the 
renowned missionary wo- 
uld not be released from 
hospital soon. 

"Mother Teresa devel- 
oped heart problems last 
night and this morning,” 
Dr Dinamani Banerjee, a 
member of the medical 
board looking after the 86- 
year-old Roman Catholic 
nun at Calcutta’s Wood- 
lands Nursing Home, told 
Reuters. 

Mother Teresa, known as 
the “saint of the gutters” 
for her work with the 
world’s downtrodden, was 
admitted to hospital with 
an irregular heart beat early 
Friday, the third time since 
August she had been 
admitted for emergency 
care. 

She had begun recover- 
ing Saturday and told doc- 
tors she wanted to go 
home. 

But Dr. Baneijee said the 
Nobel Peace Prize winner 
suffered left ventricular 
heart failure Saturday night 
and again Sunday morning. 

“She is more stable than 
what she was Thursday 
night but recurrence of 
heart failure needs more 
investigation and we are 
not releasing her soon,” Dr. 
Baneijee said. 

The doctor said Mother 
Teresa was being given 
oxygen from time to time 
and her problem had been 
checked with medication. 
She was in the intensive 
cardiac unit but not in crit- 
ical condition. 

“We cannot say there is 
no danger for her life but at 
this moment she is not crit- 
ical," Dr S.K. Sen told 
reporters, adding tbat doc- 
tors had not been able to 
reduce her emergency 
medication. 

A hospital medical bul- 
letin said, “mother is pro- 
gressing well but her heart 
failure and irregular beats 
are still persisting. She 
needs further observation 
and investigations.” 

Sister Mitra, in charge of 
the cardiac unit at 
Woodlands Nursing Home, 
said Mother Teresa had 
spoken to nuns from her 
Missionaries of Charity 
religious order and written 
a letter before she devel- 
oped heart problems 
Sunday. 


Sean Connery ad gives 
Scottish Nationalists boost 


LONDON (R) — A politi- 
cal broadcast by film star 
Sean Connery for the 
Scottish Nationalists gave 
the party a record member-' 
ship boost, a spokeswoman 
said Saturday. 

Almost 600" people app- 
lied to join the Scottish Na- 
tional Patty (SNP), which 
has said an independent 
Scotland would be the 
world’s 2Jst richest nation, 
after the Scottish star made 
a television appeal for the 
party Thursday night. 

The party hopes he can 
make more broadcasts in 
the run- up to the general 
election, due by next May. 


she said. 

In his broadcast Connery 
welcomed the recent return 
to Scotland of the highly 
symbolic stone of destiny 
which was taken to England 
700 years ago by. Edward I. 
But he said: "We need the 
substance, not just the sym- 
bols. We need more." *. 

The main target for the 
Scottish Nationalists is the 
opposition Labour Party, 
the biggest party in Scot- 
land and well ahead of the 
ruling Conservatives in 
British opinion polls. 

The Nationalists enjoy 
nearly 30 per cent support 
in Scotland while Labour 


stands ar 48 per cent and the 
Conservatives are running 
third with about 15 per cent. 
Labour has been severely 
damaged in Scotland by a 
series of policy switches on 
its plans for a referendum 
on a devolved. Scottish paf- 
liament. 

Since 1296, the stone of 
destiny had been under a 
throne in London's West- 
minster Abbey, w here Eng- 
land's kings and queuis 
have traditionally been 
crowned. It has now being 
taken to the Scottish capital 
of Edinburgh. 


U.K. calls on IRA to implement truce 


LONDON (R) — Britain, 
struggling to revive the 
flagging Northern Ireland 
peace process, Sunday 
called on the IRA to call a 
lasting ceasefire and told 
the guerrilla group the “the 
ball is now in your court.” 

“They must demonstrate 
openly and convincingly 
that this time their ceasefire 
would be for real and would 
be for good,” Northern 
Ireland Minister Michael 
Ancram said after the latest 
peace feelers from Sinn 
Fein, the IRA’s political 
wing. 

Sinn Fein held a one-day 
party “conflict resolution” 
conference Saturday in a 
climate of uncertainty about 
a peace process Lh?' col- 
lapsed in February when the 


Irish Republican Army, 
which is battling to oust 
Britain from Northern 
Ireland, set off bombs in 
London. 

Party strategist Martin 
McGu iiiness said after the 
conference in the Irish 
Republic that Britain had 
been given proposals from 
moderate nationalist leader 
John Hume and Sinn Fein 
Leader Gerry Adams for 
more than a month but had 
not yet responded. 

Mr. Adams said: “What 
we need now is the courage 
from (British Prime 
Minister John) Major. The 
key is in his hands.” 

Ancram responded after 
the Sinn Fein meeting with 
a statement that showed 
there was little sign of anv 


progress. 

“The PIRA (Provisional 
Irish Republican Army) 
ceasefire should be restored 
immediately it should never 
have been ended. As the 
sole perpetrators of the vio- 
lence they alone can restore 
the ceasefire. The ball is 
firmly in PIRA's court." he 
said. 

“If they do. so in a way 
which is genuinely 
unequivocal, that is to say 
in a way which is both cred- 
ible and dependable, then 
they can end the self- 
imposed exclusion of sinn 
fein from the talks process 
and from democratic dia- 
logue on the future of 
Northern Ireland." he 
added. 


Major faces fresh crisis over Europe 


LONDON (R) — 

Beleaguered British Prime 
Minister John Major 
Sunday faced a fresh crisis 
over Europe amid allega- 
tions that his government 
withheld vital documents 
from parliament on mone- 
tary union. 

Mr. Major, his majority 
down to just one in parlia- 
ment, is already battling to 
unite mutinous Conserva- 
tives after the ruling party 
revolted over demands for a 
full parliamentary debate 
on Britain's role in the 
European Union. 

The Sunday Times stoked 
the political fire that Mr. 
Major is uying to quench 
by alleging that crucial doc- 
uments about the prepara- 
tions for a single European 
currency had been kept 
from members of parlia- 
ment 

That prompted Labour 
opposition finance spokes- 
man Gordon Brown to 
accuse the Conservatives of 
a cover-up and say: “Parlia- 
ment has not yet been told 


the full truth." 

“A special debate is now' 
even more important than 
ever. It is a principle of par- 
liamentary scrutiny that 
ministers may run but can- 
not hide. There must be a 
debate this week," he said. 

The paper scud that the 
four documents, including 
reports from the British 
treasury and the European 
Monetary Institute, re- 
vealed that Brussels would 
interfere in Britain's eco- 
nomic policy even if it 
opted out of the Euro single 

currency. 

The reports were said to 
suggest that the pound 
Sterling will need to shad- 
ow the Euro even if it does - 
not enter a new exchange 
rate mechanism. 

"The current proposals 
will not be acceptable to 
parliament.'' an internal 
treasury report was quoted 
as concluding. 

But the treasury denied 
any accusations of a cover- 
up. 

“No official document 


properly liable to puilia- 
nienrary scrutiny lias been 
withheld," a spokesman 
said in response to the 
Sunday Times report. 

In the six years since he 
took over from MargareL 
Thatcher. Mr. Major has 
been dogged by cor -lant 
party feuds with so-called 
Eurosceptics arguing that 
Brussels is bent on destroy- 
ing Britain's national sover- 
eignty in a United States of 
Europe. 

Finance Minister Kenneth 
Clarke, fine-tuning Tues- 
day’s crucial last budget 
before the next general 
election, sought to defuse 
the row last week by writ- 
ing to all 651 members of 
parliament. 

He said he did not expect 
any legislation on European 
Economic and Monetary 
Union (EMU) to. come up 
for adoption when Euro- 
pean Union finance minis- 
ters meet on Dec. 2 in 
Brussels. 
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New status, same goals 


VS. PRESIDENT Bill Clinton's decision last week 
to designate Jordan as a major non-North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) ally of the U-S. must 
be seen as an important landmark in this country's 
efforts to connect, as a sovereign state, with region- 
al and international groupings. Over and above the 
fact that this association with NATO will afford 
Jordan a “priority consideration" for the procure- 
ment of sophisticated military aid and equipment, 
the new relationship crowns the country’s long- 
standing determination to seek and play a construc- 
tive political role in bringing peoples and nations 
from different parts of the world together, on the 
basis of mutual understanding, moderation and the 
pursuit of peace. 

According to the terms of the designation Jordan 
will be entitled to receive appropriations to mod- 
ernise its armed forces and enhance the training of 
its military personnel in all fields of defence. This 
coveted status was long sought by Jordan and is 
part and parcel of what His Majesty King Hussein 
described as His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan's persistent efforts for further interaction 
with regional and international blocks. In a letter he 
sent to Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti fol- 
lowing the announcement of President Clinton's 
decision, the King not only hailed the achievement 
but also paid special tribute to the Crown Prince 
for spearheading the national efforts for greater 
recognition and appreciation of Jordan's contribu- 
tion towards regional peace and international sta- 
bility. 

By so attaining the status of a non-NATO ally, 
Jordan has in effect joined the camp of such Arab 
countries as Egypt. Tunisia. Morocco and 
Mauritania which have preceded us in receiving a 
privileged position with the Western alliance. No 
doubt this fink, even ui its most modest forms, will 
enhance the Kingdom's sense of security, stability 
and territorial integrity. While the new- designation 
does not necessarily carry with it any new or 
expanded U.S. or NATO commitment to defend 
Jordan, it stands to reason that the special relation- 
ship that is being forged will also add to the securi- 
ty of the country against all forms of foreign threats 
and possible aggression. 

The Helsinki conference for security and coopera- 
tion, better known now as the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, has long 
served as a model for a new European- 
Mediterranean partnership. The “building of 
bridges of civilised dialogue with influential interna- 
tional groupings." which this association agreement 
with NATO entails, aims first and foremost to ele- 
vate Jordan's relationship with the outside world to 
a new horizon. The new status, it must be empha- 
sised, is not directed against any country in the 
Middle East or otherwise. There will be no foreign 
military bases on Jordanian soil just as no hostile 
intentions will he harboured against our neighbour- 
ing states as a result of this relationship. Which is 
another reason why Jordan's new status needs to be 
examined in its proper perspective especially by our 
own people here at home. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER FOR Al Ra'i Sunday accused ihe electricity 
workers of exercising blackmail on the nation by maintaining 
their general strike which, they hope, will secure for them 
more material gains. Fahcd Fanek said a strike is justified 
when the workers complain from actu:il problems and griev- 
ances and are underpaid, bui the electricity workers do not fall 
under ibis category. He said these workers are demanding a 
15th month annual salary and the cancellation of a general 
agreement concluded hv their union and the company's man- 
agement last year, in addition to a 10 per cent hardship 
allowance. Compared to workers in other sectors, they arc 
considered better off in terms of wages and thus their demands 
are not justified, said the writer. When the doctors and engi- 
neers staged a sit-in and a partial work stoppage, they were 
demanding to be treated on equal terms with their colleagues 
in other sectors, the writer pointed out. He said the electricity 
workers, w ho receive 14-nioiith salaries annually, have little to 
complain about. What is most disturbing is dicir threat to dis- 
rupt electric supplies to licmcs. hospitals and factories, some- 
thing which the writer described as not only a form of black- 
mail but rather endangering national security and harming 
public interests. 


SULTAN .AL Hatiab. a writer for Al Ra'i. Sunday praised the 
present government for mustering courage and publishing 
facts about corrupt cases and the names of ministries and gov- 
ernment deportment where corruption occurred. Unlike the 
previous governments. Ute present government is not ashamed 
to expose the facts about corruption, w hich last year cost the 
nation a fortune, and it seems determined to pursue this poli- 
cy and flush out the corrupt officials, in line with its declared 
policy statement before parliament said the writer. By expos- 
ing 13 government ministries where abuse of authority and 
embezzlement occurred, the government deserves praise: but 
that is only the tip of the iceberg and the government has a 
long way to go in this national task, especially as many of the 
corrupt officials are either well protected or wield great influ- 
ence in government circles and elsewhere, according to the 
writer. He said to cleanse the nation's image, the government 
should not be left alone in the arena but ought to be assisted 
by the public, adding that it is a national duty for Jordanian cit- 
izens to report corruption wherever it might occur and assist 
the government in carrying oul this formidable task in the best 
interest of the nation. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Reviewing the labour equation 
from the demand side 


THE RECENT interest in unemployment and poverty in 
Jordan and the slow recovery of the labour market lead 
one to question the Jordanian labour equation. According 
to a recent study by the Department of the Budget, each 
year the government pays over one billion dinars (JD 
1 .065 billion, to be exact) in salaries to almost half a mil- 
lion civil and military personnel, including retirees and all 
employees of publicly run organisations: this makes up 61 
per cent of the toted government budget. The salaries of 
civil servants, military personnel and the retired represent 
48.2 per cent of the government budget which is JD 1 .745 
billion for 1996 and representing 16.4 per cent of the esti- 
mated gross domestic product (GDP). Over 46 per cent of 
the Jordanian work force f 1.01 million persons) depends 
on the government budget for their wage income. But 
what does all this mean? 

First, such large numbers indicate that Jordan is a 
planned economy, where the government plans and 
directs most of the economic activity with very little or no 
regard for the market system. This, in turn, means that 
Jordan must move fust towards decreasing the size of its 
military' and employees in general if it is to adopt a mar- 
ket system, in other words, it must scan behaving as a 
market economy and the privatisation programme must 
move full speed without ignoring the painful adjustment 
effects on the employees of enterprises- that are to be pri- 
vatised. 

Second, inadvertently and unintentionally of course, the 
government is participating in creating poverty by offer- 
ing low-income opportunities. The average salary of a 
civil servant is just under JD 250. the average salary of a 
person who depends on the government for his/her salary 
income is JD 229. and the average salary’ of a retired per- 
son is JD 140. as can be determined from the study. If a 
husband and wife work for the government, they will be 
living well below the poverty line of JD 600. which is 
ironic. The very' policy of hiring people Lo create employ- 
ment opportunities has resulted in impoverishing those it 
set cut to help. Furthermore, the government allows the 
free movement of labour from Syria and Egypt into 
Jordan, thus enabling migranr labour to further depress 
the wages of unskilled nationals. As a result, the wages in 
the private sector are also lowered by government policy. 

Additionally, the void between the wages of the skilled 
and unskilled in the private sector is widened which con- 
tributes to unnecessary and dangerous social imbalances 
that should not be allowed to persist. 

Third, the government, due to budget cuts and restruc- 
turing efforts, is forced to create unemployment because 
it cannot keep up with the labour growth rate of 3.24 per 
cent. Public hiring, which accelerated in the late seventies 
and early eighties due to the oil boom and then crashed, 
has severely destabilised the market for labour. In Jordan. 


as in Syria and Egypt, young workers with a secondary 
education make up 40-60 per cent of the unemployed. 
Labour, which is less mobile than capital, especially when 
unskilled, can severely limit the future growth rate of the 
economy and cause disturbing damage to the stock of 
human capital of a nation as the unemployed suppress the 
wages of the future generations. 

Will the highly publicised minimum wage proposal be 
effective in reducing labour market inefficiencies? Only if 
it increases wages above the national average. The pro- 
posed minimum wage is JD 120. This will have no effect 
on the labour market, except in very few cases, and may 
lead to further misery. In many sectors, Jordan has large 
single employers (monopsonies) who will have to abide 
by the minimum wage bill if introduced. For example, the 
minimum wage will have no effect on the average salaries 
of civil servants because they make almost twice the min- 
imum. Policy, therefore, must take into account the strate- 
gic responses of such employers and their salary structure. 
Importantly, the minimum wage must be indexed with the 
inflation race, otherwise an effective wage rate is quickly 
rendered ineffective with hyperinflation. Furthermore, the 
minimum wage should be an hourly wage, instead of 
monthly, lo underscore the importance of time, a precious 
commodity that should be measured in. increments and 
not in tump sums. 

Low wages negatively impact performance and produc- 
tivity. thus leading to low quality output. little or no pro- 
duction and high incidence of corruption. Imagine a low 
paid civil servant visited by n foreign investor who wants 
to invest JD 10 million in Jordan. The civil servant will 
invariably respond to the investor with indifference, while 
the latter is expecting the red carpet treatment. This form 
of behaviour should not surprise anyone. In fact, the civil 
servant will have behaved as a completely rational eco- 
nomic agent. A rational agent produces a service that is 
commensurate with his compensation. Being a lowly paid 
employee, and given the “wasta” promotion system, he 
has no incentive to work harder. So. the investor is actu- 
ally the nemesis of the civil servant because he would be 
edging the latter to work more al the same rate of pay. And 
while it is true that society benefits as a whole from 
increased investment, the civil servant very rationally sees 
that his private cost (extra work) is immediate and greater 
than his share of the social benefit which he will receive 
from the investment in the future. So he refuses to work 
and puts the paperwork or investment application aside. 

A rational investor realises this, sooner or later, and 
decides either to flee the country or make the transaction 
immediately beneficial to the civil servant Truly, the 
whole equation- of who employs who and how must be 
revised: not tomorrow, but yesterday. 


European monetary union 


will come to be and prosper 


By Roy Denman 


BRUSSELS — 
mon European 


"A corn- 
currency 
doesn't make political 
sense." said the headline 
over an article by William 
Ptaff recently. 1 would like 
to offer a different view. 

All great adventures is 
history come escorted by an 
unkindness of croaking 
ravens. In the middle of the 
19th century. Italy and 
Germany were patchwork 
quilts of different flefdoms. 
Alessandro Manzoni was 
laughed at when he 
declared that Italy would 
become a nation. The 
British prime minister. 
Benyamin Disraeli, spoke 
of the "dreamy and danger- 
ous nonsense called 
German nationality." It was 
not just Bismarck who 
proved him wrong. 

Will the croaking ravens 
this time be right? Mr. Pfaff 
sets out. with his usual clar- 
ity. four closely marshalled 
reasons. 

Currency union is “some- 
thing of an improvisation... 
a superficially appealing 
idea." 

In 1941. when Hitler was 
at the gates of Moscow 
and master of Europe, any 
sensible person would have 
despaired of Europe's fate. 
Yet a traveller could have 
gone to Geneva, wandered 
through the empty, echoing 
halls of the League of 
Nations and found in a 
1930s study of customs 
unions a preview of Europe 
in the second half of this 
century and the first quarter 
of the next. 

For a customs union to 
exist it is necessary to allow 
free movement of goods 
within the union. For a cus- 
toms union to be a reality it 
is necessary to allow free 
movement of persons. For a 
customs union to be stable 
it is necessary' to maintain 
free exchangeability of cur- 
rency and stable exchange 
rates within the union. This 
implies, inter alia, free 
movement of capital within 
the union. 

“When there is free 
movement of goods, per- 


sons and capital in any area, 
diverse economic policies 
concerned with maintaining 
economic activity cannot 
be pursued. To assure uni- 
formity of policy, some 
political mechanism is 
required." 

Currency and political 
union are not latter-day 
improvisations: they were 
fundamental even before 
the creation. Walter 
Hailstein. the first president 
of the European 
Commission, coined the 
slogan, way back in the 
1950s. “customs union, 
economic union, political 
union." 

A common currency is 
not just a logical progres- 
sion. Without it the labori- 
ously achieved single mar- 
ket will collapse. "Diverse 
economic policies" will 
lead, as night follows day. 
to currency fluctuations. 
When these are big enough, 
there will be irresistible 
pressure for import restric- 
tions. 

Then we shall be back to 
competitive devaluations, 
import barriers. mass 
unemployment, with all the 
terrible ghosts of the 


cy’s stability mechanism." 

And so. in the name of 
sanity, they should. 
Politicians fove handing 
other people's money to 
cheering crowds. The result 
is a cycle of inflation and 
devaluation. This happened 
in Germany in spades in the 
1920s. impoverished the 
nation and paved the way 
for Hitler. 

For 40 years Germany has 
pursued a policy of fiscal 
prudence. Britain one of 
popular extravagance. 
Result? The pound has lost 
80 per cent of its value 
against the mark. 

The German game is also 
more subtle than that. The 
Germans know that com- 
mitting all the present 15 
EL 1 members to an econom- 
ic policy restrained enough 
to permit lower interest 
rates, more investment and 
lower unemployment is 
about as likely as entering a 
pub late in the evening and 
persuading everyone to 
take tile pledge. 

Five countries (Germany. 
Belgium, the Netherlands. 
Luxembourg and Austria) 
already constitute a 
Deutsche mark zone. What 


union 


“ For a customs union to exist it is neces- 
sary to allow free movement of goods 


within the union. For a customs union to 
be a reality it is necessary to allow free 
movement of persons. For a customs 
union to be stable it is necessary to main- 
tain free exchangeability of currency 
and stable exchange rates within the 
union . This implies , inter alia, free 
movement of capital within the union” 


Devil's Decade ot the 
1930s assembling ag;tin. 

‘The Germans are insist- 
ing that by the Dec. 13-14 
meeting in Dublin of the 
European heads of govern- 
ment there must be agree- 
ment on a rigid regime of 
roles and punishments for 
membership in. or devia- 
tion from, the single Curren- 


the Germans are really after 
is* to persuade the other 
members of the likely inner 
core of monetary union — 
France. Finland and Ireland 
— of the need for sound 
finance. They will succeed. 
Others can join later but on 
the terms set by the inner 
core. 

Without “real labour 


mobility." monetary 
cannot work. , 

This argument has been 
greatly overplayed. The 
industrial structure of the 
European Union is more 
diverse than that of the 
United States, and labour 
mobility thus less impor- 
tant. Two-thirds of U.S. 
auto production is concen- 
trated in the Middle West, 
only 38 per cent of 
Europe’s in Germany. 

The big migrations in 
America happened from an 
impoverished south to the 
north (as in Italy), or to 
California, once war ser- 
vice had given millions a 
taste for its climate. Bur 
when oil prices crashed in 
the early 1980s. how many 
upped stakes and left 
Texas? 

There will not be the nec- 
essary political integration. 

In a single -currency 
Europe there will have to 
be. It will be much easier to 
achieve among eight coun- 
tries. based on French- 
German leadership, just as. 
40 years ago. a customs 
union was easier to achieve 
among six countries than in 
the whole of the 
Organisation for European 
Economic Cooperation. 

So monetary union, and a 
much greater degree of 
political integration, are 
going to happen. But histo- 
ry is rarely tidy. 

The northern. cx- 
European Free Trade 
Association. Euro-sceptic 
countries (except Finland) 
will take a long time to join. 
Italy and Spain will be 
there long before them. 
Even the Czech Republic. 
Poland and Hungary may 
heat them to it. 

The new European Union 
will prosper and become a 
great power in the world. 
Even the most insular 
members of its fringe will 
one day see no alternative 
to joining. 


The writer is a former rep- 
resentative of the European 
Commission in Washington. 
This article is reprinted 
.from the International 
Herald Tribune. 


Human Rights File 


Should immunity be 
granted to people’s 
representatives? 



Bv Waleed M. Sadi 


THE RECENT sentence 
by the Court of First 
Instance incriminating 
Deputy Toujan Faisal for 
allegedly defaming a 
Jordanian woman and 
ordering her incarcera- 
tion and payment of dam- 
ages raises fundamental 
issues on parliamentary 
immunity as well as 
human rights. 

The immediate basic 
issue is. of course, parlia- 
mentary immunity per se. 
which deputies enjoy 
only when Parliament is 
in session. The first thing 
to be reflected on and 
decided upon in this con- 
text. therefore, is whether 
parliamentarians should 
enjoy immunity at all, 
whether Parliament is in 
session or not. 

In other words, it is the 
principle of parliamen- 
tary immunity that calls 
for a closer scrutiny. If 
the answer is in favour of 
according parliamentari- 
ans immunity, then we 
should proceed to the fol- 
lowing question, that 
emanates from the first, 
and ask ourselves 
whether there should be a 
distinction between the 
representatives of the 
people when they are in 
session or in recess. 

The third question that* 
comes ro mind is whether 
parliamentary immunity 
should cover all activities 
of the parliamentarians or 
should be confined to 
matters that are directly 
or indirectly related and 
intertwined with their 
functions as the appoint- 
ed or elected representa- 
tives of the people. 


her or his work when 
there is a recess. The con- 
trary is true. Senators and 
deputies go on fulfilling 
their obligations even 
when their respective 
chambers are not in ses- 
sion. as long as their 
membership has not 
ended. I submit it would 
be unwise to think differ- 
ently. Otherwise, the 
granting of parliamentary 
immunity becomes a 
shallow exercise and is 
effectively frustrated if 
senators and deputies 
know that they can be 
arrested and taken to 
court, for example, a 
minute after their respec- 
tive bouses enter in a 
recess. 

I think we need to be 
consistent with ourselves 
and with the principled 
decision to accord or 
deny parliamentarians 
immunity. If there is a 
decision to accord them 
such exemptions from 
the application of the law. 
then it is only fair and 
logical to extend this 
exemption throughout 

the duration of their 
membership and not 
make it contingent on 
Parliament's being in ses- 
sion or not. 

It goes without saying 
that senators and deputies 
should not be accorded 
differential treatment 
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nity. should there be a 
final decision to grant it 
to them. Senators are also 
people's representatives 
even though they are 
appointed by His Majesty 
the King. The functions 
of senators are not distin- 
guishable, from. £hpse of 


The fourth issue is-. (.deputies for the purposes 
whether it is appropriate D f granting .qr denying 
L.m immunities. .... 

This leads to me to the 
last and final issue. 


to make a distinction 
between elected deputies 
in the Lower House and 
appointed members of 
the Senate when there is 
a clearcut decision about 
whether to endorse the 
principle of parliamen- 
tary immunity or not. 

Last, but not least is 
the question of whether 
imprisonment is an 
acceptable form of pun- 
ishment under interna- 
tional norms, whenever 
somebody is ruled 
against for defaming or 
libelling another. 

Obviously, there are 
two schools of thought 
on granting or denying 
immunity to parliament 
tartans. It seems to me 
that the proper answer to 
this question rests solely 
with whether immunity is 
necessary in order for 
parliamentarians to carry 
out their functions and 
duties as representatives 
of the people. To put it 
differently, can parlia- 
mentarians perform their 
duties without the 
absolute need to violate 
the law of the land? If 
senators and deputies can 
indeed play their roles 
within the confines of the 
law. then there is no need 
to gram any of ihem 
immunity, irrespective of 
whether Parliament is in 
session or not. 

In my estimation, the 
people s representatives, 
whether in the Lower or 
Upper House, can earn- 
out the function for 
which they were elected 
nr appointed within the 
perimeters of the law. as 
all citizens do. If this 
proposition is accepted, 
then no senator nr deputy- 
may enjoy immunitv at 
any time during her or his 
term. 

If. on the other hand, 
the other school nf 
thought prevails and it is 
decided that parliamen- 
tarians need immunity, 
then it makes no sense 
whatsoever to make a 
distinction between the 
periods when Parliament 
is in session and when it 
is not. The duties and 
functions of senators and 
deputies do not cease 
when the parliament is in 
recess. 

It cannot be argued that 
a senator or deputy ends 


namely, whether defam- 
ing or libelling of a char- 
acter should be criminal- 
ly prosecuted and carry a 
punishment of imprison- 
ment. The rule of thumb 
is that defamation or libel 
gives grounds for a civil 
suit and the payment of 
damages when it is sub- 
stantiated. Criminal pros- 
ecution of people who 
defame or libel others is 
not the international 
norm in these contempo- 
rary' times. Criminal 
intent in cases of defama- 
tion or libel usually qual- 
ifies the victim for higher 
compensations which are 
normally referred to as 
punitive damages, as dis- 
tinguished from compen- 
satory damages. 

To get back to Deputy 
Toujan Faisal's case, as 
long as deputies enjoy 
immunity, it would be 
illogical in my estimation 
to deny her this immuni- 
ty simply because the cir- 
cumstances of her case 
occurred when the Lower 
House was not in session. 
Second, even if immuni- 
ty is lifted in her situa- 
tion. she should not be 
criminally prosecuted 
and submitted to the 
bizane and unusual pun- 
ishment of imprison- 
ment. The mosi that 
Deputy Faisal should 
have been subjected to if 
the judgement against her 
had been upheld would 
have been to make her 
pay damages to the vic- 
tim. nothing more, noth- 
ing less. 

But now that the '■vic- 
tim'* in her case has 
effectively withdrawn 
her complaint, it can be 
presumed that all pend- 
ing charges against 
Deputy Faisal will also 
be withdrawn in due 
course. Dropping the 
vase against the deputy 
should not, however, lead 
to complacency about the 
issues that it has raked. 
Rather the case should 
prompt us to reexamine^ 
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Amman meeting focuses on laws on a precious commodity — water 

ESCWA region needs measures to protect and safeguard water resources and attention on river basins' 


By Sacha Baggili 
Special io ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An expert 
group meeting on water leg- 
islation at the national level 
and the potential of estab- 
lishing a mechanism for 
rational utilisation and inte- 
grated water resources man- 
agement in the region com- 
menced here Sunday with a 
grim reminder of the scarcity 
of water in the area and the 
negative implications of this 
reality for its future. 

Representatives of the 12 
member states of the 
Economic and Social 
Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) region as 
well as delegates from 
regional organisations and 
other experts are participat- 
ing in the three-day meeting 
aimed at reviewing current 
and planned efforts to for- 
mulate water laws and their 
implementation in relation to 
development, utilisation and 
management of water 
resources in the ESCWA 
region. 

“The ESCWA region is sit- 
uated in an arid or semi-arid 


zone of difficult climatic 
conditions and sharp dispari- 
ty- mid one of the most pro- 
nounced features of this 
region is its limited water 
resources.” Hazcm Beblawj, 
executive secretary of 
ESCWA, said in an opening 
speech at the meeting. 

’'Therefore, protecting and 
safeguarding water 

resources, by following an 
approach which takes into 
account the various ecologi- 
cal systems, 10 provide suffi- 
cient quantities of good qual- 
ity water to all users, is an 
inescapable necessity.” he 
said. 

In the introduction of a 
study presented 10 the meet- 
ing, the ESCWA secretariat 
asserts that "adequate quan- 
tity and quality of wutet 
resources in the Middle East 
is one of the main require- 
ments for promotion and 
enhancement of economic 
and social development and 
quality of life on a local and 
regional level.” 

The study, entitled "Water 
legislation in selecied 
ESCWA countries.” the first 
of 20 studies to be presented 


during the ih tee-day meet- 
ing, gives technical informa- 
tion on water legislation in 
various countries and con- 
tains tentative recommenda- 
tions. 

Discussions at the meeting 
also tackled the development 
of water legislation in Arab 
countries in the context of 
Sharia, customary laws, 
local traditions and the 
Islamic belief that water is a 
gift from God. 

A second study by the 
ESCWA secretariat 

addressed the issue of 
"shared surface water sys- 
tems,” namely the river 
basins of the Nile, the Tigris, 
the Jordan and the Orentis. 

The ESCWA study named 
"Water resources agree- 
ments and practices in 
selected water sheds in the 
ESCWA region,” stated that 
efforts to reach cooperative 
utilisation of the river water 
system have been over-shad- 
owed by the Arab- Israeli 
conflict. 

In the last two decades, 
ESCWA has undertaken the 
preparation of technical 
studies and reports and the 


organisation of meetings 
"and has also offered techni- 
cal consultation services, in 
order to address specific 
water issues^” Dr. Beblawi 
said. 

Acting Minister of Water 
and Minister of Public 
Works Abdul Hadi AI Majali 
told the meeting that Jordan 
was concerned with develop- 
ing water legislation to 
ensure efficient management 
and utilisation of water 
resources. 

Mr. Majali stressed the 
importance of having water 
laws that are practical, 
implcmemable and can 
ensure fair distribution of 
water resources. 

"The disparity among 
available water resources 
current needs and the needs 
for future development is 
among the major challenges 
facing the region.” said Mr. 
Majali. adding that the only 
way to address the situation 
is through the adoption of 
efficient management sys- 
tems on the national and 
regional levels. 

Mr. Majali said that 
regional -and international 


cooperation on water issues 
is inevitable in light of the 
common challenges that the 
dearth of water resources 
poses. 

Abdul Hamid Kayed, 

regional director of the Arab 
Organisation for Agricultural 
Development, said the 
Kingdom is seeking the 
involvement of the private 
sector in water management 
in pursuit of more efficient 
utilisation of water 
resources. 

The Kingdom is facing an 
acute water shortage prob- 
lem and its annual consump- 
tion is threatening the coun- 
try's both renewable and 
non -renewable sources of 
water. 

Every year Jordan uses 
approximately 833 million 
cubic metres (MCM) of 
water while only 650 MCM 
are replaced annually by 
nature.Ground water pro- 
vides Jordan with 60 per cent 
of its total water demand and 
is stored in relatively deep 
sandstone and carbonate for- 
mations such as in the Disi, 
Kurak and Zarqu.Surface 
water consists of the flow 


available from the Jordan, 
Yarmouk and Zarqa rivers, 
and flood flows in Kurak 
and Hara. 

Approximately 613 MCM 
of water are used in Jordan 
for agricultural purposes. 
ISO MCM for domestic use 
and 42 MCM for industry. 
But officials insist that they 
have launched serious efforts 
to ensure better management 
of water resources and 
decrease wastage. 

In 1988 a law was issued 
attaching the Water 
Authority of Jordan and the 
Jordan Valley Authority to 
the Ministry of Water and 
irrigation in n bid aimed at 
“strengthening and defining 
the functions, responsibili- 
ties and jurisdictions of the 
water authorities,” said the 
ESCWA study. 

Presentations of individual 
country papers, reflecting 
national experiences, will 
take place Monday. On 
Tuesday the meeting will 
focus on the recommenda- 
tions of the expert group and 
the possibilities of adopting 
the final report on water leg- 
islation in the region.' 


Man confesses 
to murdering 
teenage girl 


By Ahmad Kreishan 

Special io rhe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 20-vear-old 
man has confessed to mur- 
dering a 17->ear-old girl 
whose body was recently 
found in Yajouz Forest 
north of Amman. Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
sources revealed Sunday. 

The sources, identifying 
the suspect only as S. M. 
A., said he made the con- 
fession late Sunday in the 
presence of PSD Director 
Nassouh Mohieddine and 
senior officers. 

According to the suspect, 
be was with two of his 
friends on Nov. 2 in the for- 
est area when they saw a 
car carrying the victim, a 
student, along with another 
man go into the forest. 

The suspect and a friend 
then started to search for 
the car inside the forest, the 
sources said, adding that 


when they found the car the 
driver sraned the engine 
and was about to leave. 

The suspect then pulled a 
gun and shot at the car 
once, hitting the girl fatally 
in the head. 

The driver of the car. who 
was not identified by the 
sources, then threw the 
girl’s body out of the car 
and fled the scene. 

The sources said that the 
PSD starred an intensive 
investigation into the case 
questioning several people 
until it obiained informa- 
tion revealing rhe identity 
of the perpetrator. 

Faced wirh evidence 
against him and the testi- 
mony of his friends who 
were with him at the crime 
scene, the suspect con- 
fessed to committing the 
murder, the sources told the 
Jordan Times. 


‘These are not lives here; they are just dots’ 


By Gary Younge 

AIR TRAFFIC controllers 
like to compare themselves 
to futures dealers.. Guiding 
up to a dozen planes to land 
safely at any one time, they 
sit in front of computer 
screens, fuelled by fast 
food, making snap deci- 
sions that affect the lives of 
millions of people around 
the world. Their skill is to 
predict what will happen, 
avoid potential calamities 
and exploit possible oppor- 
tunities while trying to keep 
tbeir beads, their hair and a 
modicum of poise. 

But in aviation,.. as in 
finance, for all the tellable 
• workers beavering away 
there will always beii rogue 
trader — a Nick Leeson of 
the skies who takes on too 
much, is in too deep and 
refuses to pull the emer- 
gency cord until it is too 
hie, so bringing the whole 
house crashing down. 

Like the controller who 
got so frustrated by the 
number of blips on his 
screen, representing planes 
waiting to land, that he took 
bis cursor and started elimi- 
nating them one by one. 

Or the woman in Arizona 
who put an American West 
737 and U.S. Air Force 
fighter on a collision course 
as they closed in at 
800mph, then froze when 
she realised what she had 
done. A crash was averted 
only when her supervisor 
stepped in and the fighter 
pilot was ordered to change 
course. 

Or the man in Newark, 
New Jersey, ushering in 10 
jets at the same time, who 
lost his electronic frequen- 
cy at a crucial moment and 
watched in horror as all of 
the planes strayed danger- 
ously off course. As the fate 
of thousands of passengers 
slipped from his hands, he 
let out a primal scream, 
ripped his shin off and . 
ended his working day as a 
half-naked wreck on the 
floor of the control room. 

All these controllers were 
discharged on medical 
leave and in each case, 
miraculously, nobody was 
hurt. But these incidents 
provide a cautionary tale 
for the anxious air passen- 
ger: When it comes to fly- 
ing, ignorance is bliss. 

Flying, as any press offi- 
cer in the aviation industry 
will tell you, is the safest 
form of transport At pre- 
sent, the chances of your 
plane crashing is little more 
than three in a million. But 
while the statistics back up 
this argument convincingly, 
the headlines do not. After a 
period of relatively infre- 
quent air disasters the num- 
ber of incidents in the last 
year has leapt dramatically.. 
The recent near collision 
between a British Airways 
Boeing 767 and an Air U.K. 
Fokker 100 over south-east 
Scotland follows the crash 
between a Saudi jumbo jet 
and a Kazakh airliner last 
week. The accident, in 
which all 350 passengers 



Keeping an eye on the blips... an air traffic controller at London’s Heathrow airport 


and crew were killed, made 
headlines around the world. 

When a jet belonging to 
the bucket-price airline 
Valujet, plunged into the 
Florida Everglades leaving 
110 dead, Valujet was 
grounded by the Federal 
Aviation Authority because 
of its poor safety record. 
When it took to the air 
again at the end of 
September one American 
commentator quipped that a 
passenger without an iden- 
tity card could always pre- 
sent his denial records. A 
Wall Street Journal survey 
predicted that at cun-ent 
rates there would be one 
VaJujet-type disaster every 
month within a decade. 

But in the meantime, 
despite the morbid jibes 
even pilots insist that flying 
is still less dangerous than 
driving. As one U.S. pilot 
says: “Mv insurance com- 
pany is * more bothered 
about whether I smoke than 
the fact that l fly. When I’m 
flving 1 know that every- 
body else in the air has a 
certain level of expertise 
and a licence. You don't 
know what you're dealing 
with on the road." 

But even as the captain of 
the aircraft is offering you 
reassuring words about the 
local weather conditions, 
there is u world of informa- 
tion going into his headset 
that you would not only not 
understand but probably 


wouldn’t want to know 
about if you did. 

To imagine an air traffic 
controller's job you must 
first picture the sky divided 
up into separate control 
zones, then further subdi- 
vided by separate layers 
determined by altitude. 
Each plane is represented 
by small blips and numbers 
which indicate the type of 
plane, its speed, altitude 
and destination. 

The controller must guide 
the planes in his or her con- 
trol area — sometimes sev- 
eral at a time — into the air- 
port while ensuring that 
they remain a safe distance 
apart. Most of the lime, the 
system functions without 
incident. But at peak times 
in busy airports, things can 
often descend into chaos: 
“What a f... system. Send 
‘em ail to ihe same place 
and then expect us to stop 
'em hitting,” says one 
British controller. 

For a stress-free journey, 
it is not advisable to dwell 
on just how chaotic those 
chaotic moments can be. 
That way you won’t have to 
concern yourself that an air 
traffic controller might be, 
in air traffic control speak: 
"Going down the pipes” — 
lapsing in concentration 
and losing track of what is 
happening on the radar 
screen: about to ”eat a deal” 
— make a mistake which is 
reponed to the Federal 


Aviation Authority; or 
"fishing for a tone” — 
looking for the two weeks 
off. granted if overpower- 
ing feedback from his head- 
set causes him to fail a 
hearing test. 

The fact is that an air traf- 
fic controller’s job is just 
like everybody else’s. 
“You've got to have two 
mentalities,” one controller 
told the New York Times. 
"One: These aren’t lives 
here; they are just dots. And 
two: Even us bud us you can 
mess up, it’s a big sky; the 
planes won't hit. Otherwise 
the stress is too much. 
You’d have to have a heart 


sweatshop conditions. 

The U.S. is now using 
vacuum-tubed computers 
which have only 1 per cent 
of the capacity of the power 
of an ordinary desk-top PC. 
"We ore using World War II 
radar screens and IBM 
computers from the 1960s.” 
says U.S. controller Teddi- 
Jann Casey. 

Moreover, it is ’ not 
uncommon for radar 
screens to go completely 
blank for hours — even 
days — at time and for the 
controllers to look out for 
air traffic by peering 
through binoculars. “We’re 
depending on finding the 


"The trouble is that ATCs shifts 
have got far harder recently and 
promise to get even harder. Thanks 
to under-investment in technology , 
under-staffing and a massive 
increase in workload, the majority 
are performing in what amounts to 
sweatshop conditions . 




attack. You’d be done.” 

The trouble is that ATCs 
shifts have got fitf ‘harder 
recently and promise Ao get 
even harder. Thanks to 
under- in vestment in tech- 
nology, under-staffing and a 
massive increase in work- 
load, Ihe majority are per- 
forming in what amounts to 


planes right out of the win- 
dow, which is king of a 
crazy way to conduct busi- 
ness. This is critical," says 
One controller in Florida, 
where the radar had not 
been fixed for two days. 

Then there’s congestion. 
Most forecasts suggest that 
air travel will grow by little 


over five per cent a year in 
the foreseeable future. By 
2010 the annual number of 
commercial airline depar- 
tures will have grown from 
14 million to 22 million. 

This means more "stacks” 
or circling aircraft in the 
skies waiting to land and 
growing queues of planes 
on the tarmac waiting to 
take off. For airport, con- 
trollers, more stacks means 
more blips on the screen 
which means more stress. 

Their lives are further 
complicated by the number 
of relatively inexperienced 
pilots eager to practice in 
small aircraft. As one 
California controller puts it: 
"There are a lot of student 
.pilots that fly in and out of 
here. They want to go to 
Disneyland and they’ve got 
the family with them. But 
they’ve never really flown 
in congested air space like 
this. We have to deal with 
those things on a regular 
basis.” 

Finally there is the lan- 
guage problem. According 
to the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation, even 
though the international 
language of aviators is 
English, a great deal of 
phraseology remains collo- 
quial. One American pilot, 
who was second in the 
queue to touch down at 
Gal wick. received the 
instruction: "Pop over”. 
The English controller 


meant that he should keep 
circling but ihe pilot 
thought he was being told 
to leapfrog the first plane 
and land in front. 

Add this problem to the 
general effects of deregula- 
tion — which has helped 
spawn hundreds of new no- 
frills airlines using old 
aeroplanes and badly-paid 
crews — and you have a 
rough sketch of what might 
have happened outside New 
Delhi recently. Indian avia- 
tion experts say that pilots 
from the former Soviet 
Union have always had 
problems understanding 
instructions in English and 
tbeir cockpit equipment is 
marked in metric. 

None of this has been 
helped by the strong push 
towards deregulation and 
the Reagan decision to sack 
two-thirds of U.S. air traffic 
controllers in the early 
eighties after they went on 
strike 15 years ago. Many 
American airports still have 
fewer fully-trained staff 
than before the dispute even, 
(hough the number of 
flights has increased by 200 
per cent in some cases. 

The British government 
plans to push ahead with 
privatisation of its air traffic 
control system, which the 
unions claim will compro- 
mise safety standards. "Our 
opposition is not based on 
ideology but real concern 
over a safe, viable air traffic 


system.” says Joe Magee, 
the national officer of the 
air traffic controllers’ 
union, the IPMs. 

Both the U.S. and the 
U.K. are currently mod- 
ernising their control equip- 
ment but even that is prov- 
ing problematic. The U.S. is 
planning to update its sys- 
tem with $1 billion- worth 
of new automated equip- 
ment over rhe next 10 
years. It is also considering 
the introduction of a new 
“free flight” svmcui, which 
would allow planes to fly 
directly from A to B with- 
out travelling on specific 
routes and using a global- 
positioning system for nav- 
igation. Some fear that this 
could. make the skies a 
more dangerous place, ren- 
dering the air traffic con- 
trollers at best simply mon- 
itoring the traffic and at 
worst obsolete. 

But at least one pilot, who 
refused to be named, said that 
the main danger for air trav- 
ellers is not the overworked 
air traffic controllers, their 
out-of-date equipment or 
even the cut-price airlines, 
but the over-boisterous pub- 
lic. “Our most common prob- 
lems are with the passengers 
— who get drank and vio- 
lent; who abuse the crew or 
who tty and smoke in the toi- 
lets. Get rid of them and we’ll 
be fine.” 

* 

The Guardian 
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Arabs call for 
free trade zone 


BEIRUT (R) — Arab states 
must set up a free trade 
zone as the first step 
towards a common market 
and to confront the chal- 
lenges of the world’s major 
economic blocs. Arab eco- 
nomic officials have said. 

They told a conference on 
Arab banks and economic 
reform in Beirut that a key 
reason for promoting Arab 
economic cooperation was 
that bilateral trade treaties 
— the basis of inter-Arab 
trade — are void under 
GATT (General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade). 

“There are Incentives for 
setting up a free trade zone: 
The wish to boost political 
and economic cooperation 
in the face of major blocs, 
economic changes at the 
international level, espe- 
cially GATT, and the con- 
viction that economic 
cooperation can improve 
economic conditions." said 
Bourhan Dajani. secretary- 
genera! of the Union of 
Arab Chambers of Com- 
merce. 

The officials reminded 
the 240 bankers and 
financiers that Arab leaders 
stressed at a Cairo summit 
in June the importance of 
setting up an Arab free zone 
as the first step towards a 
common Arab market. 

But Hassan Ibrahim, sec- 
retary-general of the Arab 
Economic Unity Council, 
said the 1 0-year period sug- 
gested for establishing the 
zone was far too long and 
the project still lacked an 
effective mechanism for 
implementation. 

He said the project should 
begin “by immediate, total 
and comprehensive libera- 


tion of trade, with reason- 
able exceptions for sensi- 
tive goods." 

“These exceptions must 
be terminated during a rea- 
sonable period so they do 
not impede the goal from 
liberating trade." Mr. 
Ibrahim said. 

Mr. Dajani said a free 
trade zone was necessitated 
by the fact that Arab states 
had almost similar econom- 
ic systems ■ after wo 
decades of economic 
reforms and structural 
adjustments. 

"The Arab states have 
witnessed a convergence 
between their economic 
systems.-.making the possi- 
bility of setting up an Arab 
free trade zone acceptable, 
even required." he said. 

“The experiment of the 
common Arab market (in 
1964) which Arab states 
experienced fell short of 
achieving its goals due to 
differences in the economic 
systems at the time and 
since tariffs were not uni- 
fied vis-a-vis the outside 
world.” he said. 

The European common 
market and the South 
American common market, 
both of which began as free 
trade zones, showed how 
regional economic cooper- 
ation can boost trade and 
foreign investments, Mr. 
Dajani said. 

He said the economic 
integration of the south 
American common market 
caused trade between its 
members to quadruple. 

Their exports to Europe, 
the United States and Japan 
rose to $29.2 billion in 
1994 from $15.5 billion in 
1990. Mr. Dajani added. 


OPEC gambles on the market and wins, for now 


1ENNA (R) — OPEC 
meetings are humdrum 
affairs these days. 

This week's ministerial 
talks in Vienna of the 
Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), 
bee inning Wednesday, 
will be no exception. 

The 1 1 -member oil pro- 
ducers' group is widely 
expected” to make no 
changes in its 25.03 mil- 
lion Panels per day (bpd) 
production ceiling ana to 
roll over currenf quotas 
despite hich prices and 
increased demand for its 
crude. 

The oil market is not 
expected to take much 
notice, since it has been 
so long since OPEC has 
really ” done an} 
directly to affect 
prices. 

Gone are the heady 
days of die 1970s ana 
1 9S0s when ministers 
from the once-mighty 
producers' group dictated 
the price ot oil from their 
luxury hotel suites. 

These days. OPEC 
prefers to let market 
forces lead the way and 
this year it has worked in 
favour of the oil 
exporters. 

“OPEC is less relevant 
at the moment since most 
traders assume a rollover. 
Thev would be happy if 
OPEC kept the meeting 
low key and didn't make 
any waves," said Nigel 
Saperia. managing direc- 
tor of oil trading at 
Bankers Trust 

International in London. 

OPEC has not tampered 


L-X_- I IOJ 

tything 
ct on 


with its quotas since Sep- 
tember 1993, so long ago 
that analysts wonder if 


the group will ever be 
able to set realistic pro- 
duction levels again. 


When OPEC ministers 
in June backed away 
from long-held promises 
to make room for Iraqi oil 
exports and merely 
assigned Baghdad a high- 
er quota while freezing, 
not cutting, their own 
output, oil market pundits 
had predicted weaker oil 
prices. 

But Middle East politi- 
cal tensions, unexpected 
shortfalls in non-OPEC 
supplies and economic 
growth-led demand 
Increases last month 
pushed crude oil to its 
niehest price since 1991. 

Prices have eased a 
couple of dollars since 
then but are still $5 a bar- 
rel above where they 
were last year. 

Despite producing 
about one million bpa 
over their ceiling. OPEC 
members will earn $30 
billion more in oil rev- 
enue than they had 
expected at the start of 
1996. 

“We have been very 
lucky this year but we 
can not take credit for it 
at all.” an OPEC official 
said. 

Even though the market 
could probably take some 
more OPEC oil, especial- 
ly if the winter is harsh 
and demand for heating 
oil strong, Saudi Arabia, 
OPEC and the world's 
largest oil producer, is 
not keen to tamper with 
the ceiling. 

The kingdom reckons 
typical OPEC bickering 
over how to divide any 
increases is not worth the 
bother. 

Oil analysts say that if 
Saudi Arabia rose above 
its long-held 8.0 million 
bpd quota, the market 
would react bearishly. 
“There are some traders 


who know nothing else 
but that Saudi Arabia has 
a quota of eight million 
barrels per day. so to 
some it would be bearish 
as hell for the Saudis to 
go up." said Vtdian 
Zanoyan, a director at the 
Wasmngton-based Petro- 
leum Finance- ' Coro 
fPFC). 

Iran, OPEC's second 
largest producer, is also 
against an increase. 

Iranian Oil Minister 
Gholamareza Aghazadeh 
cited the possible return 
of Iraq to world oil mar- 
kets and uncertainties 
over winter weather as 
reasons for his caution. 

Last week. United 
Nations diplomats said a 
long-delayed plan to ease 
sanctions on Iraq, allow- 
ing it to sell oil for the 
first time since it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990, 


could be implemented by 
the first quarter of 1 997. 

The return of Iraqi oil 
may coincide with an 
increase in output from 
non-OPEC producers and 
hit the market at a time 
demand seasonally falls, 
traders say. 

Analysts and many 
OPEC delegates argde 
that individual quotas are 
irrelevant anyway since 
nearly all members — 
with the notable excep- 
tion of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates — are 
pumping out as much oil 
as they possibly can. 

“Quotas are’ irrelevant 
when there are only a 
couple of OPEC mem- 
bers who could actually 
produce more anyway, 
said Leo DroIIas,. chief 
economist at the Centre 
for Global Energy Stud- 


ies. _ 

Though OPEC actions 
have not had much 
impact on prices in recent 
years, the fact that four of 
Its members — Sau m 
Arabia. Kuwait, the UAE 
and Iraq — are sitting on 
the world's only unused 
production capacity torti- 
ty its role as oil’s swing 
producer. , . 

“The core members of 
OPEC are relevant 
because they hold the key 
to lower, if not higher; 
prices. If they would 
unleash their unused 
capacity, it could devas- 
tate this market," said Bo 
Van Wijk. vice president. 
Energy Risk Manage- 
ment at Libs in Zurich. 

“But at the moment 
they choose to play price 
not politics so they are 
resisting the temptation 
to pump it out." he said. 


Arab states urged to give way to private sector 


Abu Dhabi (AFP) — 
Arab governments 
should hand over public 
enterprises to the private 
sector to boost its role in 
the economy as part of 
reforms, a top Aran mon- 
etary official has said. 

JassLm A1 Manai, chair- 
man of the Abu Dhabi- 
based Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF), said the 
public sector in most of 
the Arab League's 22 
members remained a 
dominant force in the 


economy, accounting for 
more than 40 per cent; 

“Arab states have a 
long way to go in the pri- 
vatisation of public insti- 
tutions," he told the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates weekly 
al Eqtisadi. 

“The Arab public sec- 
tor should be confined to 
the role of supervision 
and organisation to 
ensure a greater contri- 
bution by the private sec- 
tor," he added. 

Several Arab countries 


have been locked in 
reforms to tackle eco-' 
nomic problems, includ- 
ing debt, inflation, slow 
growth and financial 
deficits. 

But some of them have 
been under fire for slow- 
ing the pace of such pro- 
grammes and their reluc- 
tance to give the private 
sector a bigger share. 

The AMF, a regional 
JMF-style institution, has 
sought' to encourage its 
members to press ahead 


with reforms by extend- 
ing more loans, organis- 
ing economic training 
programmes and provid- 
ing technical assistance. 

“There are several indi- 
cations showing some 
Arab states are moving 
in the right direction ... 
there is now a climate 
charaterised by a tenden- 
cy to apply clear and 
realistic economic poli- 
cies.” Mr. Manai said. 


THE Daily Crossword by Glenton Petgrave 


ACROSS 
i Wild duck 
8 Social climber 

15 Pacific islands, 
as a group 

16 Conference 

17 Last longer than 

18 Scholarly 

19 Alncan land: 
abbr. 

20 Enlist 

22 Breaks m 

23 Heedless 

25 Hanks 

26 Young men 

27 Wheel pan 
29 Niamey’s land 
33 Symbolic birds 
36 Did again 

41 Short song 
43 Cultivated land 
4A Refresh 
mentally 

46 Youthful 

47 Apparel 

49 Cow relative 

50 Fee 

54 Surprise words 
56 Tale 

59 Like some walls 
61 Ring stones 

63 Cravat 

64 Candy 

66 Vague feeling of 
discomfort 

68 Classy 

69 Unfolded 

70 Overnight flights 

71 Becomes 
intense 

DOWN 

1 Lowed 

2 Mentally sharp 

3 Lazy 

4 — Vegas 

5 Poker stake 

6 Merry 

7 Ohio city 

8 Advantage 
taker 

S — capita 

10 Pornography 

11 — wave 

12 Soul 

13 Assessed 

14 Lock of hair 
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21 Middle East 
prince 

24 Office worker 
28 Allotted 

30 Receive 

31 Extended 
narrative poem 

32 Transmit 

33 Cup handle 

34 Exist 

35 Prima balienna. 
e.g. 

37 Pul to rest 
3B Long-winded 

39 Conceit 

40 Moisture 
42 Bothered 
45 Employees 

empowerment 
plan; abbr. 

48 Disgraced 

50 Jungle cat 

51 Seedlet 

52 Trealed a lawn 

53 Shelf 

55 Bondman 
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57 Gotten up 

58 Things lacking 

60 Cart' 

61 Decides on 


62 Blackthorn 
fruit 

65 Small bill 
67 High mountain 
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MEM 


US Dollar 

- 

1.4989 

0.5983 

1.2660 

111.20 

1.3415 

1508.80 

1.6808 

5.0657 

DE Mark 

0.6672 

' - 

0.3087 

0.8435 

74.20 

0.8944 

1007.53 

1.1207 

3J7BB 

CBStc riling 

1.6715 

Z5066 

- 

2.1138 

185.99 

Z2423 

£526.93 

2.8095 

8.4720 

CH Franc, • 

0.7899. 

.11835 

0.4716 


87.76 

1.0586 

1193.54 

132.93 

3.9966 

JP Yen 

04)090 

13473 

0.5373 

1.1369 

- 

1.2054 

13.56 

151.04 

4.5542 

. • CA Dollar . 

-0.7454 

1.1173 

0.4456 

0.9425 

Ill 

. - 

1124.69 

1.2537 

.3.7786 

IT Lira 

0.0007 

0.9925 

0.3959 

0.0838 

1359.25 

0.8880 

- 

11.13 

3.3553 

• NL Guilder \ 

0.5950 

89.19 

0.3555 

75.29 

66.11 

0.7975 

897.49 

- 

3.0134 

FR Franc 

0.1974 

0.2958 

0.1180 

24.9581 

21.92 

0.2646. 

33.16 

33.1600 

- 


Energy 

liprnwffii 


Brent 

23.30 

2330 

W.tens 

23.90 

: 24.10 ■ 

Bnny 

23.30 

23.50 

Dubai 

. 21.10 

21 IS 

ULCas 

217.00 

219.00 


Mid-East Currencies 
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SA Rival 

0^666 

OAOOO 

0.15956 

QJ3794 

29.6789 

AEDirliam 

0.2723 

oAoasi 

0.16299 

0J4621 

30.3177 

IOV Dinar 

3J501 

5.02513 

2.00441 

4J24448 

372.856 

BFf Dinar " 

0.3770 

3.97772 

1.5868 

3J6134 

295.159 

CY Pound 

2.1842 

3.2775 

1.307 

2.7655 

243.04 


Metal Prices 


Cold (M’s) 
Silver (ox's) 
Platinum (ua's) 
AjL'O Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
anc^Myntri?)' 
Lead (3 Months) 
Nl |3 Months)’ 


Bid . Offer 


379 

4.91 

384.5 

1433 

2136 

ibSf 

• w-.r • 


379.5 
4.93 

385.5 
.1436 

2141 

’ iosa. 

718 

6685 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Period -1. -3- -6- -9 

CYlcy ^OalH.JWonthsi Months Mon 


USD 

5 11 

5.37 

5.39 

5.37 

5.56 

GBF 

5.68 

6J7 

6.56 

6^2 

' 6.88 

JPY 

0-34 

0.35 

0.41 

0.41 

0.56 

' DEM 

3.00 

3.10 ' 

3.10' 

3.00 .. 

• 3.06 r 

FRF 

3.32 

334 

3A1 

3A5 

3.50 

CHF 

1.65 " 

138 

1J1 

1.63 • 

2.00 • 

ITL 

7.45 

711 

6.90 

6.70 

6.62 
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S2SS3 

New York 

DOW JONES 

6333.87 

-14.16 

-0.22 

6358.09 

6332.75 

Noryork J 

SAP 500 

734.88 

-2.74 

-0.37 

738.17 

734.82 

Lundon 

FT-SE 100 

3962.1 

3.9 

0.1 

3966A 

39522 

Tokyo 

N1KKITE225 

20796J7 

-133.36 

-0.64 

20940 JZ 

20773J 

Paris 

CAC -10 

2229.68 

-10,65 

■0A9 

2235.38 

2223.81 

Frankfurt ■ 

DAX 

• 2763.84 

•31.96 

-1.14 

2793.27 

2763.84 


6348.03 
737.82 
3958.2 
20929.7 
224A33 
279 5 J 



Energy - 


CofTcc (c/lbs) 

r 121.17 

Jipnl 

Cocoa (S/ton) 

1365 

Sp»rt 

Sugar (S/(cR) 

307 

Spot 

Wheat (S/ron) 

140 

Spot 

S»iva (c/Ihj) 

22.23 

Spill 

Tea C»IR/kR) 

118 

Spwl 

Barin' (S/bsh) 

2.21 


Rice (S/ton) 

470 



* JOD Cross Rates 


| CUFfgtlcy ..... 

' . Bi^y 

Sell ' 

US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB StcrlUng 

1.1783 

1.1842 

DE Mark 

0A694 

0X717 

CH Franc 

0.5541 


FR Franc 

0.1389 

Bfffl 

JP Yen 

0.6365 

BEhTi 

NL Guilder 

0X185 

0X206 

IT Lira 

0.4662 

0.4685 


Peanuts 


6000 morning.Wre 
I HERE TO TELL T0U ABOUT 
THE “GREAT PUMPKIN? 




UJHEN THE 1 ! WON T LISTEN.WE 0 BEV 
THE BIBLICAL INJUNCTI 0 N..WE SHAKE ] 
THE DU 5 T FROM OUR SHOES AND 
60 TO THE NEXT HOUSE..' 



DUSTY 
CROSS- 
TRAINERS... 
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HOROSCOPE T 
FORECAST FORr 
MONDAY, NOVEM- 
BER 25 1996:, 

By Thomas S. Pierrot 
Astrologer, Carroll * . -| 
Righrer Foundation , 

ARIES: (March 21 
April 19) You have soine 
responsibility to handle 
today before you can get 
your activities sche dule d 
right. Later this evening 
you can meet with close 
friends for ntereational 
activities which: are quite 
enjoyable. 

TAURUS: (April 20 ^ 
May 20) Handle an out- 
side affair early todays 
that you can have time'-ib 
see good friends who 
understand you. This 
evening will be good- for 
seeking out knowledge- 
able persons whohave the 
advice to make a new pro- 
ject quite easy. 

GEMINI: (May 21 rH 
June 21) Your routine 
career activities do not 
seem to go right so think 
about improving your 
public and civic duties. 
Later this evening will be 
good for consulting a big- 
wig for suggestions on 
how to make your career 
more successful 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Study 
into practical new inter- 
ests today and don't for- 
get this for pleasure. On- 
tact a new acquaintance 
later this - evening and 
consult with this person 
for ways to make any pro- 
jects you are assigned are 
successful. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Something comes up 
today which can prevent 
having the pleasure you 
had anticipated. Make 
your mate happy later this 
evening by surprising him 
or her with some small 
token of your, affection 
and appreciation. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don't' 
mope at home today, 
j.sipce you. can easily, gain; 
acclaim at civic matters.; 
You have much chantf 
.apd fine self-expression 
so use these assets to 
make your career activi- 
ties more prosperous and 
successful. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Give that 
correspondence more 
thought today before you 
answer it. since the news 
contained within could 
cause you difficulties. 
The evening can be very 
delightful for you. if you 
spend this time with your 
loved ones. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21)' Get 
your business affairs han- 
dled efficiently today, so 
that a bigwig will notice 
your capabilities and 
praise you on your efforts. 
You can show your mate a 
very fine time tonight by 
taking him or her to some 
plac e spec ial. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Try to please 
those at home today by 
doing what they like and 
thereby you can avoid any 
confrontation. Treat com- 
pany which you have into 
your home charmingly 
and have fun tonight with 
them. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Be 
with dynamic yet under- 
standing friends today 
who can be helpful to 
you. Get your health 
improved this evening 
since you have a busy 
week ahead and you want 
to be at your very best to 
handle any difficulties. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Don't 
permit close friends to get 
your off the track today of 
important career activities 
or you could get into dif- 
ficulty with (hose in 
authority. Carry through 
with your practical affairs 
later this evening and 
make your life successful. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Steer clear of 
public annoyances today 
and go after what you per- 
sonally want the most in, 
your career activities. Be 
careful in speech making 
activities or you could say 
something which .could 
misinterpreted bv oth- 
ers. 


Birthstone of Novem- 
Topaz — Tiger’s 

Eye. 
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Israeli restrictions limit P alestinian 


- j v imports from Jordan to only $3 million 
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AMMAN (Petra; _ — The 
head of a Palestinian eco- 
nomic and trade delega- 
tion, currently on a visit to 
Jordan, said Sunday that 
ihe Palestinian Trade Pro- 
motion Corporation 
(PTPC) has issued $20 
million worth of licences 
to import products from 
Jordan, but has only been 
able to buy 53 million 


worth of goods from the 
Kingdom. Said Haifa, who 
is the director of PTPC, 
attributed the limited vol- 
ume of imports from Jor- 
dan to the restrictions 
impused by Israel on com- 
mercial exchange between 
Jordan and Palestine. 

During a meeting with 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chamber of Commerce 
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Draft 1997 budget envisages 
JD23.8 million surplus 
for first time in many years 

** WITH AN estimated total revenues, including grants, 
of JD1. 859.8 million and an estimated total expenditures 
of JD1 ,836.0 million, the 1 997 budget will have a JD23.8 
million surplus for the first time since many years. The 
draft budget was based on curbing government spending 
and reducing the amount of subsidy allocated for food" 
stuffs to JD48 million. 

The local rev enues were estimated at JD 1.63 1 .0 million 
from optimising income from taxes, fees, returns, divi- 
dends, refundable interest and other sources of income. 
The total current revenues amounted to JD1.7S3.0 mil- 
lion with a JD377.000 of surplus in the current budget. 

The 1997 budget is 5.4 per cent, or JD95 million, high- 
er than the 1996 budget which totalled JD 1.764.0 million. 

According to the 1997 draft budget, the JD1.631 mil- 
lion local revenues are to come from the following 
sources: 

1) JD155 million from income tax’and "profits” 

2) JD605 million from customs 

3j JD126.5 million from “additional taxes” 

4) JD30 million from uther taxes 

5) JD77.3 million from licences 

6) JD 172.6 million from fees 

7) JD7.6 million from telegram, post and telephone 
charges 

8) JD35 million from returns and dividends 

9) JD16 million from refundable interest 

10) JD405 million frtjpj other revenues 

: Additional revenuesjwqre., listed as JDI52 million from 
financial grants. JDou million recoverable loan instal- 
ments and JD16.8- million from technical assistance to 
finance development projects. 

On the expenditure side, the recurrent government 
spending for various ministries and departments was esti- 
mated at JD584.1 million for next year. The other JD 
520.8 million are to be spend on the following ureas: 

1) JD48 million on foodstuff subsidies 

2) JD2 million on relief for displaced persons 

3) JD4.5 million on emergency spending needs 
4} JD21 million in interest on local loans 

5) JD156 million in interest on foreign loans 

6) JD204 million for retirement and indemnities 

7) JD6.5 million for social security 

8) JD21 million for general expenditure 

9) JD43 million for supporting various institutions 

10.) JD12.8 million for scientific scholarships (Ai Ra'i) 
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“That’s your idea of planning for 
the future — next week’s TV Guide?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
By HemJ Arnold ind Mike Ayrton 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
ore letter to each square, to iorm 
lour ordinary words. 


Mayoe iners's 
a note m k 


DUI 

ESI 

- 


— 

V ^ 

r 


□ 

□ 


Trier? go 
rue protus 




POASY 



□ 

□ 



TAM 

ENG 

■ 

■ 

/ N 


n 


ZERBAL 

I 


WHAT THE FISH- 
ERMEN 5>UF rEREP 
WHEN THEIR CATCH 
piminishsd. 


Now arrange me circled letters to 
(arm the surprise answer, as sug- 

sealed by i* 10 sb0V6 car,oon 

Print answer here : (T X 

(Answers tomorrow) 


Jumbles: AMUSE CHANT P^EFiX _ 

Answer: The sympathetic bartender was alsu ih s 
A MIX MASTER 


President Haidar Murad 
and members of chambers 
of commerce, Mr. Haifa 
reviewed the volume of 
commercial exchange 
between Palestine and Jor- 
dan, saying that the total 
Palestinian imports from 
Jordan in 1980 amounted to 
S5.1 million, compared 
with S517.7 million from 
Israel. 

He added that exports to 
Jordan amounted to JD 
101. S million, compared 
with S224.4 million to 
Israel. Mr. Haifa and Mr. 
j Murad stressed the need 
for forging closer eoopera- 
■ tion and coordination 
i between the private sectors 
! in both countries. 

Mr. Murad stressed the 
importance of Jordanian- 
Palestinian coordination 
and cooperaion saying that 
it will help both countries 
face up to the new chal- 


lenges, and to remove 
obstacles hampering the 
flow of goods between 
both countries. 

Underlining the impor- 
tance of the first Jordanian 
industrial exhibition held 
recently in RamalJah, Mr. 
Murad said it was an 
advanced step on the road 
to enhance bilateral coop- 
eration. 

Mr. Murad called on the 
Palestinian side to redirect 
its import policy towards 
Arab markets, particularly 
towards the Jordanian mar- 
ket, noting that the Pales- 
tinian irripons from Israel 
exceed $2 million. 

Mr. Haifa said Palestin- 
ian imports from Israel 
during the first 10 months 
of this year amounted to 
$2,193 million, while the 
Palestinian exports to 
Israel amounted to $303.7 
million. 


Arab banks can boost 
foreign capital inflow 
— union report 


BEIRUT fR) — The Arab 
banking sector has a vital role 
to play in increasing ihe flow 
of foreign investment into the 
Arab World, the Union of 
Arab Banks has said. 

“One of the current and 
future challenges facing .Arab 
banks is their ability to capi- 
talise on growing 
international interest in the 
Arab region as a worthy 
investment area” it said in a 
report to an Arab banking 
conference in Beirut. 

‘The Arab banks are urged, 
in view of this fact, to work to 
increase the volume of invest- 
ment flows into the Arab 
World on several sectors, the 
first of which is developing 
the base of their investment 
products and instruments,” 
ihe report added. 

It stud direct foreign invest- 
ments into Arab slates rose to 
SI. 8 billion in 1994 from 
SI .7 billion in 1993, but both 
figures were less than one per 
cent of private international 
investments. 

The Arab banking sector 
should become the main 
player and the motor of the 
Arab capita] markets and 
should issue Eurobonds on 
international capital markets, 
the report said. 

“These steps by the banks 
can boost the Arab World's 
position as an important 
investment region and con- 
tribute to attracting both 
expatriate and foreign capital 
and investments.” it said. 

Arab banks' share in 
financing Arab economies 
increased by 14.9 per cent in 
1995 to S254 billion, mainly 
through project finance and 
syndicated loans for major 
investment projects, ihe 


report added. 

Total deposits of Arab 
banks rose by 20.7 per cent in 
1995 to $289 billion com- 
pared with a 6.1 per cent 
increase in 1994. 

This was partly due to the 
return of expatriate money, 
increased inter-Arab invest- 
ments, high interest rates 
coupled with monetary sta- 
bility in many .Arab countries, 
and the introduction of sever- 
al new financial investment 
instruments. 

“There are also good results 
from economic reform pro- 
grammes...in a number of 
Arab countries ” it added. 

The report said Arab banks' 
total external investments 
rose £>#3.8 per cent in 1995 
to $80.4 billion following a 
retreat of 3.6 per cent in 
1994. The investments were 
part of some $650 billion of 
Arab capital invested outside 
the region. 

The report said that in 1995 
the assets of Arab banks rose 
14.2 per cent to $496 billion 
compared with 5.8 per cent in 
1994 and 5.1 per cent a year 
earlier. 

“This reflects increased 
activity by Arab banks in 
general in the fields of eco- 
nomic investments, financing 
of projects and external trade, 
financial intermediation and 
dealing in some banking and 
financial instruments intro- 
duced recently international- 
ly” the report added. 

Lebanese banks topped the 
list for growth in the banking 
sector with 23.5 per cent, fol- 
lowed by banks in Morocco, 
Egypt, Tunisia and Jordan at 
l53 per cent, 11.9 per cent, 
11.8 per cent and 10.7 per 
cent respectively. 


Russia issues first bond since 1917 


LONDON (AFP) — Russia 
has issued its first 
international bond since the 
1917 October revolution, 
raising a billion dollars on 
the global financial markets 
through a five-year 
Eurobond. 

The historic issue, which 
marks Russia's return to the 
international capital mar- 
kets, had been expected 
since the beginning of this 
year. But it was twice the 
size expected by financial 
experts. 

One analyst with a U.S. 
investment bank said that 
the bond, which had been 
expected to raise S500 mil- 
lion. had attracted “very- 
high demand ” but another 
said investors in New York 
had given it a '"compara- 
tively lukewarm response.” 

The Russian sovereign 
bond issue, which comes to 
maturity on Nov. 27, 2001, 
offered investors a premium 
of 345 basis points (3.45 
percentage points) over ihe 
five-year U.S. treasury 
bond. 


Russia has a BB minus 
rating from Standard and 
Poor's rating agency, and a 
BA2 rating from Moody's 
Investor Services. 

During the Soviet period, 
state organisations issued 
international bonds but the 
state itself was not present 
on the international capital 
markets as it had been dur- 
ing Tsarist times. 

The Russian sovereign 
bond issue was organised 
by Swiss-owned London- 
based finance house SBC 
Warburg and U.S. invest- 
ment bank, J.P. Morgan. 

The huge size of Russia's 
external debt had prevented 
the bond issue -until now, 
but the country has practi- 
cally resolved its obliga- 
tions towards both commer- 
cial and state creditors. 

However, bonds issued 
before the 1917 revolution 
and held by French 
investors have not been 
redeemed and an associa- 
tion representing these 
investors continues to agi- 
tate strongly against the 


rerum of Russian issues. 

Russia's total foreign debt 
amounts to about SI 20 bil- 
lion of which S103 billion 
was inherited from the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

Financial expens in Lon- 
don said that the sovereign 
debt issue had opened the 
way for the Russian state 
and companies to rap the 
international capital mar- 
kets. 

"ft opens up the market 
for a lot of new issues, from 
the government and other 
issuers." said Philip Poole, 
chief economist at invest- 
ment bank ING Barings. 

He added that the issue 
was "really filling a niche 
in the market." 

Russian gas giant. 
Gazprom, which owns a 
quarter of the world’s nat- 
ural gas reserves, is plan- 
ning soon to launch a 
Eurobond issue worth 
between S250 and $500 
million. 

The company, which last 
month sold one per cent of 
its share capital to 


international investors, rais- 
ing about $400 million, 
would be the first Russian 
company to tap into the 
Eurobond market. 

Russia's path to the 
international capital mar- 
kets was eased after it nego- 
tiated a rescheduling of its 
debts with its various credi- 
tors. 

In April, the Club of Paris 
of srate creditors reached a 
deal with Russia over the 
rescheduling of debt of S40 
billion over 25 years. 

Then in September. 
Deutsche Bank announced 
that almost all of Russia's 
600-odd creditor banks hud 
approved a wide-ranging 
deal on rescheduling Russ- 
ian debi developed by the 
banks* representatives Iasi 
November. 

The banks had agreed to 
reschedule more than $24 
billion in principal over 25 
years with a seven-} ear 
grace period, and the inter- ' 
e>t. about $5 billion, will be 
paid by way of bonds to be 
issued startinu next vear. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANX 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 24/11/1996 



PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY 1 S NAME 

P/B 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 


262.000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

13.5 

1.42 

7 

160 

39490 

247.00 

246.50 



1.250 

.880 

MID. EAST 1KV.BK. 

67.7 

0.00 

31 

27350 

28211 

1.04 

1.03 

.01- 


5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BX. 

12.6 

2.92 

2 

1750 

8260 

4.75 

4.72 

.03- 


3.040 

2.450 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

17.7 

0.00 

1 

150 

368 

2.50 

2.45 

.03- 


1.200 

.880 

JOB. GULP BANK 

5.6 

7.45 

19 

129500 

121730 

.95 

.94 

.0- 


4.1B0 

3.300 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.4 

0.00 

9 

2327 

8444 

3.64 

3.63 

.01- 


3.800 

3.000 

JOR . 1NV . PIN . BANK 

17.6 

0.00 


350 

1138 

3.34 

3.25 

-OL* 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: IBB. 16 *CHG: 

-0.26 

74 

1616B7 

207813 





2.910 

1.B40 

JOR FRENCH I NS UR. 

5.2 

10.81 

- 

250 

463 

1.84 

1.8S 

.01+ 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 1 INDEX: 117 

.95 ’CHG: 

-0.05 

1 

250 

463 





1.900 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

10. B 

7.74 

6 

675 

1046 

1.56 

1.55 

.01- 


1.960 

l.oao 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 


0.00 

8 

2720 

3066 

1.14 

1.12 


♦ 

2.300 

1.610 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

67.6 

0.00 

6 

2100 

3349 

1.65 

1.57 

.Gd- 


3.660 

3.130 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDDC. 

13.8 

5.71 

9 

2800 

9800 

3.52 

3.50 

.02- 


1.270 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

7 

2300 

2369 

1.04 

1.04 



2.430 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO- 

9.0 

5.85 

1 

500 

655 

1.74 

1.71 

.03- 


1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND EE".’. 

E 

0.00 

11 

502 5 

7096 

.88 

.85 

■ Cl* 


SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 107.17 tCHC: 

-0.58 

4B 

19120 

27601 





3.770 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

IB. 5 

3.10 

14 

5154 

16648 

3.26 

3.33 

.03- 


3.550 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

32.3 

0.00 

4 

768 

2302 

3.00 

3.00 



5.960 

4.780 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.2 

3. S3 

3 

200 

1134 

S.7D 

5.67 

.03- 


10.550 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFINARY 

9.3 

8.70 

12 

1834 

16872 

9.19 

9.20 



3.750 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGR. 

26.5 

0.00 

2 

269 

529 

1.97 

1.97 



8.150 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

8.8 

3.62 

1 

150 

1035 

6.90 

6.90 

- 


4.870 

3.050 

ARAB PHARM. KANT. 

16.8 

6.54 

19 

3045 

9362 

3.10 

3.06 

.04- 


2.600 

2.050 

JORDAN DAIRY 

13.2 

6.98 

2 

130 

280 

2.15 

2.15 



5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

8.0 

9.32 

1 

300 

966 

2.22 

3.22 

_ 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK C POULTRY 

g 

0.00 

76 

73648 

42532 

.58 

.56 

.02- 


1.500 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

7.6 

9.25 

11 

4150 

4665 

1.13 

1.12 

.01- 


1.090 

.550 

NATIONAL INDS. 

8.1 

10.91 

3 

300 

163 

.55 

.55 



1.840 

' .930 

I NTERHED . PETRO . CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

4 

2600 

2496 

' '.98 

.96 

.02- ' 


4.250 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE WIRE . MFAC 

13.1 

0.00 

3 

350 

756 

2.16 

.2-16 



1.910 

1.0&0 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

21.3 

0.00 

14 

4764 

5424 

1.18 

iri4 

.04- 


3.280 

1.460 

UNIV. MOON. INDS. 

4.4 

13.79 

29 

11650 

17006 

1.4B 

1.45 

.03- 


2.100 

1.140 

JOR. INDS . RESOURCES 

15.7 

0.00 

44 

16050 

20195 

1.29 

1.25 

.04- 


1.580 

.870 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

23.1 

0.00 

14 

5250 

4488 

.88 

.85 

.03- 


2.460 

1.750 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

16 

8211 

15918 

1.92 

1.94 

.02+ 


1.460 

l.oao 

INTL. TOBACCO 

27.3 

0.00 

28 

20750 

24043 

1.17 

1.16 

.01- 


1.740 

.930 

UNION CH. b VEG. 

23.4 

0.00 

6 

1553 

1475 

.95 

.95 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 109.50 «CHG. 

-0.52 

306 

161126 

188286 




GRAND TOTAL 

* 

INDEX: 146.69 ZCHG: - 

-0.37 

429 

3421^3 

424163 
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MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR 
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.800 

.510 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

13.6 

0.00 

3 

1000 

510 

.53 

.51 

.01- 

N 

.950 

.440 

NATL . COMKER . CENTERS 

E 

0.00 

11 

5150 

2575 

.50 

. -50 

- 


.930 

.700 

UNION I MV. 50* 

67.0 

0.00 

13 

36750 

7355 

.71 

.70 

.01- 

+ 

1.110 

.400 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 


0.00 

10 

8800 

3459 

.40 

.39 

.01- 

N 

.950 

.690 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

15.8 

0.00 

6 

1724 

775 

.71 

.70 

.Cl- 


.640 

.340 

JOR. INDS. MATCH-JEMCO 


0.00 

1 

200 

72 

.38 

.36 

.02- 


.860 

.510 

ARAB FOOD t. MED. 

E 

0.00 

6 

3218 

1916 

.59 

.60 

.01+ 


1.760 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

6 

2500 

3270 

1.30 

1.30 

- 


1.000 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 


0.00 

8 

2950 

1625 

.58 

.55 

.03- 

+W 

1.100 

.420 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAHICO 

E 

0.00 

24 

36050 

14554 

.42 

.40 

.02- 


.810 

.430 

NAYZAX DIES fi MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 

125 

.53 

.50 

.nj- 


1.080 

.740 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

8 

5142 

3753 

.74 

.73 

.01- 


.780 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 

0.00 

4 

4500 

2160 

.48 

.48 

- 


1.330 

1.020 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

E 

0.00 

6 

6700 

5293 

1.04 

1.04 

- 


.840 

.570 

RAZZ PHARM. 65* 

E 

a. oo 

7 

5700 

1291 

.58 

.58 

- 

+ 

.830 

.400 

INDS. ENG. 

24.0 

0.00 

4 

850 

338 

.40 

.39 

.01- 


1.430 

.770 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

5 

1137 . 

875 

.78 

.77 

.01- 


.BBO 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

3 

10800 

6804 

.62 

.63 

.01+ 

K 

.950 

.800 

ARAB I NT . FOOD FACT. 

56.2 

o.aa 

2 

15043 

12034 

-00 

.80 

- 

K 

1.500 

.530 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

0.00 

14 

60500 


.64 

.65 

.01+ 

GRAND TOTAL 





142 

20B964 

/ 108472 
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N i LlK«d during the put 12 months 
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DAJ AN! 

jewellers 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 


Arnra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman' 
Also irr Brazil: V 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
2 20 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in A) Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
F&x: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profe*»oiul Quality] in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your* colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

jummo phot m 


Prom maiorpm- 

20 x 30 cm 


ShmchanL* Opp. GrmdUyi 
Bank. Phone: 8M042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


-CLEANING SERVICES 
H0ME.0FF1CES. 
PUBLIC PUCES 

-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATING SYSTEMS* 
PLUMBING 

•FOR RENT: 
DELUXE VILLAS AND 

furs <rtc.\tsheb& 

■ UNFURNISHED 


TELsSf&829883 




SEAL ESTATE 


FOR 
I RENT 

1' Deluxe Villas 


nM 


Deluxe Villas 

Appatunems 
in Amman ' 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 




1 g t * . 



•k'kir 


OlVmPBA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL .ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES. 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 


£ 


SrtClAL PRICES ^ 
OR LONGTERM - STAY, 


-ABDOUN- 

TEL S10150, FAX 827113 



fa 

■ V.' 1 - Vi 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dimen 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel-: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vailet Parking 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 

REAL ESTATE 





TEL : 699369 

FAX : 704414 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. I0A.M- 1A.M 
Tel. 5537199 s ' 
Fax 898537 

Umm Uthalna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


& 

crown hotl 


■ JNDOOA MATED' 
SWIMMING POOL 

■ SAUNA , JACUZZlf 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS WDM 

TENNIS & SQUASH, 

COURTS 

TEL 758180 
RADIO & Til STATION RQ. 






Teppanyaki 
Sashimi \ 
Sushi J 


For Res. 812997 -8141 IS 
Mecca Si. Daoud CenteT' 
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Kamtha meet Wihdat 
today in Jordan Cup final 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Al Ramtha will be aiming: for 
the third of the season's soccer titles when 
they face Al Wihdat in the Jordan Cup final 
Monday afternoon. 

After Al Faisali clinched the season-open- 
er Cup Winners' Cup , AJ Ramtha won the 
Federation Shield and now have a shot at 
the Cup which they last won in 1990 and 
1991- 

Titleholders and current Premier League 
leaders Al Wihdat. had eliminated Al 
Hussein on their way to the final while Al 
Ramtha defeated Al Ahli who had knocked 
out nine-time winners Al Faisali in the ear- 
lier round. 

Twenty-four Premier League and first 
division teams took part in the knockout 
Jordan Cup competition. 


Competition record 

(runner up in brackets) 


1980 — Faisali (Baqaa) 

1981 — Faisali f Ramtha \ 

1982 — Wihdat (Ahli) 

1983 — Faisali (Ramtha) 
19S4 — Jazireh (Ahli) 
1985 — Wihdat (Faisali) 
J9S6 — Arabi (Jazireh) 

1987 — Faisali (Hussein) 

1988 — Wihdat ( Faisali) 

1989 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1990 — Ramtha (Hussein) 

1991 — Ramtha t Wihdat) 

1992 — Faisali (Wihdat) 

1993 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1994 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1995 — Faisali (Ramtha) 


Wihdat maintain lead, 
Qoqazi score first win 


After the Jordan Cup concludes Monday, 
only Premier League action remains on the 
Jordan Soccer Federation's agenda. 


With the conclusion of the 1 2th week of 
the competition. A( Wihdat remained atop 
the standings while bottom-placed Al 
Qoqazi moved up one place to 9th with 
their first win 2-1 over Kufrsoum. 


Schedule of 13th week 

[All matches start at 2:30) 


Wed. 27/1 IS. 
Thurs. 2S/I1 
Fri. 29/11 


Hussein-Jazireh 
Qadissieh - Faisali 
Qoqazi - Ahli 
Kufrsoum- Ramtha 
Wihdat-Hussein 


Wihdat maintained their lead after a 2-0 
win over Al Qadissieh. Al Faisali trail 
closely behind in second place following a 
2- 1 win over Shabab Al Hussein who are 
now 7th. 

Al Ramtha remained third after they 
were held to a 2-2 draw with fourth placed 


Al Hussein while Al Jazireh- Al Ahli match 
ended in a goalless draw. 

The most-awaited match in the 1 3th 
week includes the dash of Al Hussein and 
Al Wihdat Friday! 


The rest of the matches are relatively 
easy match-ups however they might have a 
significant impact on teams vying to 
improve their standing or move away 
from the relegation zone. 

Standings before 13th week 


Team 

P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

Pts 

Wihdat 

12 

S 

3 

1 

24 

5 

27 

Faisali 

12 

7 

4 

1 

20 

S 

25 

Ramtha 

12 

6 

4 

2 

17 

10 

22 

Hussein 

12 

5 - 

6 

1 

ic» 

13 

21 

Ahli 

12 

4 

6 

2 

rnmtSa 

. 15 

IS 

Qadissieh 

12 

2 

6 

4 

15 

19 

12 

S. Hussein 

12 

2 

4 

6 

12 

22 

10 

Jazireh 

12 

2 

4 

6 

5 

?2 

10 

Qoqazi 

12 

T 

3 

S 

10 

25 

6 

Kufrsoum 

12 

- 

6 

6 

Q 

24 

6 



New Zealand's Claudia Riegler skis during the second round of the Women’s World 
Cup Slalom competition in Park City. Utah (Reuters photo) 


Riegler wins women’s slalom 


PARK CITY t R) — Stamping herself a star of the future. 20-year’Old Claudia Riegler of 
New Zealand won the season's first World Cup slalom for women Saturday. 

Riegler 's second career victory came with a total time of 1:36.50 on a soft course which 
held up well following a rainstorm the previous day. 

With a strong second run. Pemilla Wiberg of Sweden made it do*e 1:36.57. Ingrid 
Salvcnmoser of Austria, who had the best second-run time, leaped from 10th to third in 
1:37.49. 

Riegler, another of those expatriates who left the powerful Austrian team in frustration, 
has enjoyed a meteoric career in two seasons under the New Zealand banner, with five fin- 
ishes in the top 10 last season. 

Riegler's victory deprived Wiberg of a ninth career slalom victorv. 


Basler 


gives 


Bayern 
Bundesliga 
lead 


BONN (R) — Two goals 
from Mario Basler gave 
Bayern Munich a narrow 2- 
I victory over bottom 
placed Hansa Rostock 
Saturday but it was enough 
to move them to top of the 
Bundesliga. 

The Germany midfielder 
convened a penalty in the 
31st minute after Juergen 
Klinsmann was brought 
down in the box. 

He added a spectacular 
second from 25 metres two 
minutes before the interval. 

The win allowed Bayern 
to leapfrog over previous 
leaders V'FB Stuttgart, and 
Bayer Leverkusen, who 
began the day in second 
place but lost 3-L away to 
St. Pauli. 

But Bayern's perfection- 
ist coach Giovanni 
Traps ttoni was far from 
pleased with his side's 
showing. 

“I’m only happy with the 
result." the former 
Intemazionale boss said. 
"We didn’t play good foot- 
ball. we looked nervous 
and inhibited. I only liked 
20 minutes of the game." 

Trapattoni knows Bayern 
will have to raise their 
game considerably for next 
weekend's clash with 
Stuttgart. His Rostock 
counterpart. Frank 

Pacelsdorf. felt his side 
were unlucky not to take a 
point from Saturday's 
game. 

"We were 2-0 down 
although Bayern hadn't 
even had a proper scoring 
chance." he said. “But we 
never lost our shape and 
had a few chances so 1 
thought we deserved a 
draw." 

While Bayern looked 
unconvincing’ and 

Leverkusen's 10-game 
unbeated tun came to an 
end at St Pauli,, champions 
Borussia Dortmund moved 
ominously up to third place 
with an impressive 4-0 
demolition of Werder 
Bremen. 

Swiss star Stephane 
Chapuisat set Dortmund on 
their wav with an early, 
goal and his strike partner 
Heiko Henrlich added two 
more before the break to 
put them Firmly in the dri- 
ving seal. 

Bremen's misery was 
completed by a second-half 
own goal from Heimo 
Pfeifenbergcr. 

"We had more luck than 
Bremen.” said Dortmund 
coach Ottmar Hitzfeld. 
who has managed to keep 
his side in touch with the 
league leaders despite 
injuries to the likes of 
Paulo Sousa, 

Sommer und 
Freund. 

"The first goal gave us 
confidence and then it was 
difficult for Bremen to play 
well." he added. 

Dortmund now lie just two 
points behind Bayern and 
have also secured a place in 
the European Cup quarter- 
finals. 

Hamburg's European 
prospects look considerably 
more bleak after their UEFA 
Cup first leg defeat in 
Monaco but Felix Magath’s 
side secured a point away to 
in-form Cologne. 

The home side were happy 
enough with their point, 
especially after goalkeeper 
Antonio Ananyev was sent 
off in the lust minute for a 
hefty tackle. 

With no replacement goal- 
keer on the bench. Cologne 
had to rely on Nigerian mid- 
field star Sunday Oliseh to 
kept a clean sheet for the 
final 60 seconds. 


Matthias 

Steffen 


Becker faces another showdown with Sampras 



HANOVER (R) — Boris 
Becker toyed with the 
nerves of his excitable 
home fans before moving 
towards a dream final 
against World No. I Pete' 
Sampras at the ATP world 
tennis championship on 
Saturday. 

Becker, the defending 
champion, needed to come 
back from behind to clinch 
a 6-7, 7-6, 6-3 semifinal 
victory over Wimbledon 
champion Richard 

Krajicek who at times 
threatened to spoil the 
party that the German has 
enjoyed all week. 

But the three-times 
Wimbledon champion, 

who turned 29 on Friday, 
was swept to victory in 
two hours and II minutes 
by 15,000 partisan German 
fans who roared his every 
move and chanted his 
name like a football 
crowd. 

Sampras also had to 
come back from behind to 
tame big-serving Goran 
Ivanisevic, one of the most 
awkward customers on a 
fast court, in the first semi- 
final. The American won 
6-7, 7-6, 7-5 to set up a 
repeat of the 1994. 
Sampras will be trying to 
stop Becker winning three 
consecutive matches 
against him. The 
Australian Open champion 
won their group match on 
Thursday and also beat the 
U.S. Open champion over 
Five sets in the final of last 
month’s Stuttgart Open. 

"I hope I can play like I 
did against him Thursday,” 
Becker said. “My concen- 
tration was not 100 percent 
today. My mind was all 
over the place in the first 
set. .But I am happy and 
thrilled to have reached the 
final.” 

Sampras knows that the 
support of the home crowd 
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Boris Becker returns a ball during his match against Pete Sampras of the United ol ^‘yjJhlou 
States at the ATP World Championship final match in Hanover. Becker is the title- L, m 7 up- 

holder of last year’s ATP Championships ( Reuters photo) 

and set point. The both players were at the 

Wimbledon champion back- of the court But 


*1 .Ahli mis 


UiT- 1 - 1 ’ 


gives Becker a lead before 
He has hit a ball. 

“He is very tough to beat 
from a tennis standpoint 
but with the crowd it is 
kind of a Davis Cup 
atmosphere and it is a little 
big tougher on the play- 
ers." the American said. 

Sampras beat Becker in 
the final in 1994 and also 
won the event in 1991. 
Becker has won the cham- 
pionship, which used to be 
known as the Masters, 
three times in 1988, 1992 
and 1995. 

All four semi finalists 
were big servers and it was 
no surprise thar tiebreaks 
and nerves played a vital 
role in both matches on the 
court which some of the 
players believe is too fast. 

Becker netted a crucial 
volley in the first set 
tiebreak of his match 
against Krajicek to give 
the Dutchman a 6-4 lead 




tv. 
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took his chance, taking the 
next point with an ace. 

In the second set 
tiebreak. the German keep 
his nerve to take the 
decider 7-3 with relative 
ease. He then broke 
Krajicek's serve to lead 3- 
1 in the decisive third set 
and held his sen e to take 
the match. 

Sampras also needed to 
show composure under 
duress to defeat Ivanisevic 
in one hour and 55 min- 
utes. 


when Sampras double- 
faulted to give Ivanisevic a 
7-6 lead, the Croat took his 
chance to clinch the set 
with an ace on the next 
point. 


more 


JltllCiil 




The second set followed 
a similar partem. But this 
time Sampras kept his con- 
centration. sealing the 
tiebreak 7-4 with a strong 
serve that Ivanisevic could 
not return. 


When the First set went 
to a tiebreak, Ivanisevic, 
who hit a total of 35 aces 
in the match compared to 
Sampras's 17. was the 
sharper player, soon build- 
ing up a 6-4 lead for his 
first set point. 

Sampras saved the point 
after a long rally when 


The third set was equally 
close. But in the 12th game 
Ivanisevic seemed to lose 
his concentration. 

The Croat double-faulted 
to make it 30-30. Then 
Sampras hit a superb 
cross-court forehand to set 
up match point and 
clinched victory in the 
next point when Ivanisevic 
double-faulted again. 
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Graf ends Novotna hot streak with three-set win 

Orf '• ■ l ‘ d 

Hing isx rushes Maj oil’s ambitions to reach final 


NEW YORK (R) — Steffi 
Graf stopped the brilliant 
run of Jana Novotna with 
a corae-from-behind, 
three-set win to set up a 
showdown with up-and- 
comer Martina Hingis in 
the Final of the WTA 
Chase Championships. 

Graf lost the first set and 
was down a break in the 
third set of the brilliant 
battle but raised her game 
when she needed it most 
to snap Novotna’s 14- 
match winning streak 4-6. 
6-4, 6-3 and reach the 
final of the elite 1 6-player 
event. 

"I thought it was a really 
spectacular match,” the 
2 8 -year-old Novotna said 
afterwards. “1 gave every- 
thing that 1 had. She was 
just better at the end. 

“She’s just a great cham- 
pion.” 

Graf, who clinched sole 
possession of World No. 1 
in the season-ending rank- 
ings with her victory, will 
meet Hingis who also 
went three sets but had a 
far easier time defeating 
friend and former doubles 
partner Iva MajoK of 
Croatia 6-2, 4-6, 6-1. 

Graf leads her personal 
series against Hingis 4-1, 
losing last may to the ris- 
ing star in the quarters of 
the Italian Open and most 
recently beating her in the 
fourth round at 
Wimbledon and in the 
semifinals of the U.S. * 
Open. 

The final brings a 
S5D0.000 prize to the win- 
ner.* 

The defeat ended 
Novotna's hopes of finish- 
ing the season with four 
successive titles. . The 
Czech, winner of ihree 
tournaments in the last 
five weeks, could 'have 
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Switzerland’s Martina Hingis returns a shot from Croatia’s Iva MajoJi in 
mils of the Chase Championships at New York’s Madison Square Gan 
won in three sets (Reuters photo) 
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moved up to a career best 
number two ranking if she 
had beaten Graf. 

Graf improved her 
career record against 
Novotna to 26-4 but the 
Czech looked at least her 
equal until breaking down 
toward the end of a match 
that had brought the best 
out in both players. 

With the climacfic set on 
serve in the sixth game. 
Novotna suffered a mental 
lapse by letting a floating 
backhand service return 
drop in without making a 
play, and then double- 
faulted on break point to 
give Graf a 4-2 lead. 

That was all the top- 


sccded German needed, as 
she roared tin from that 
point to claim victory in a 
one hour. 58 minute "battle 
that saw the best tennis of 
the tournament so far. 

“She really showed she 
has the capability." said 
Graf, who quit in the final 
against Novotna last 
Sunday in Philadelphia 
because of back spasms. 

“She doesn't make a Jot 
ol mistakes any more. 
There are no easy errors. 
You have to play well to 
beat her." 

Novotna's slip j n the 
sixth game recalled her 
ihird-set collapse in the 
1993 Wimbledon final 
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against Graf, where she 
double-faulted when she vv are. - q st . . 
was one point awav from . . he Japan C\m ; 
uking a 5-1 lead arid then?, W e ,, * 
never won another game. ^ ln 

But the Czech would not 
ruminate over her mis- 
takes. instead taking corn- 
ton from the sensational 
shot-making that had typi- 
fied the match up until the 
end. 


— 1 v^Sinus 
-nd 



"1 couldn't be happier 
with the way I’ve been 
playing.” said the fifth- 
seeded Novotna, who won 
HU totaal points in the 
match to 100 for Graf, "in 
the end she was just a bet- 
ter player than f was.” 
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CINEMA 


TEL: 634144 


CINEMA 


© 


& 

Y 


: .. & 


PHILADELPHIA 


PLRZR 


TEL: 699238 CINEMA" 


PHILADELPHIA I 

THE QUICK & THE DEAD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


SEAN CONNERY.Jn 


PHILADELPHIA 2 
TOM CRUISE in 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 


‘Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


THE ROCK 


(IN DOLBY STEREO) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


TEL: 377420" V" 


CONCORD 


MV 


C BM &QJIP “I” 


INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(IN DOLBY STEREO) ' 
Sh°ws:_ 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15£fl:45 
C ON CO R D~ “~2 ” 

BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:15. 6:00, 9:00 


Rmmoun Theatre & Cinema 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 


T 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

IV TEL: 625155 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


A 


presents 

the satirical comedy 




^3, §1Ileenn i 

* Should 18 of 




Arab Human Rights ^ 
at 8:30 P- m - 

Theatre* dosed Frj(jay & Way 

• or reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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1st Division Ba sketball Championship 

Ahli, Jazireh clash today 


Alecn Bannayan 
Times Staff Reporter 
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MAN — - The First 
vision Basketball 
pionship enters a 
Stage Monday 
ith the clash of Ai Ahli 
AI Jazireh — the most 
^Important of three sched- 
- uled matches. 

. AI Jazireh s 128-58 win 
.-over. AI Watani was a 
clear signal that they were 
serious about being title 
contenders for the second 
consecutive season. 

Fans remember how A! 
Jazireh bpat AI Ahli’s 
star-studded team (minus 
Naser Bushnaq) in last 
: year's first round and 
; gave Al Orthodox i a hard 
■;t}rne before losing by less 
"than 10 points in both 
rounds. 

This year, AI Ahli miss 
the efforts of their top two 
stars, Yousef Zaghloul 
and Marwan Ma'touq 
(suspended by Al Ahli’* 
board for six months), 
making it more difficult 
for their younger lineup to 
easily win matches the 


way they have been 
accustomed to for 
decades. 

While former team cap- 
tain Samir Murqus is back 
on the team, the former 
champions were not very' 
impressive in their latest 
match against newcomers 
Al Yarmouk as Al Ahli 
only managed a 74-37 
win. 

Comparing their results 
with the odier top two 
teams. Al Ahli seem vul- 
nerable to drop to third in 
this year’s championship. 

Al Orthodox i beat AI 
Yarmouk 133-54 and 
were impressive in their 
77-57 win over Al Jalil 
even without team captain 


Hilai Barakat. 

Al Jazireh, on the other 
hand, could only manage 
a 66-61 win over AI Jalil 
but scored their biggest, 
win over undermanned AJ 
Watani who seem to be 
the least prepared of the 
six teams and are likely to 
be (he learn io finish last 
and be automatically rele- 
gated to the second divi- 
sion.. 

In Monday’s two other 
matches, AJ Jalil and. A! 
Yarmouk will be battling 
it out to display which 
team is boner prepared to 
qualify to the final four 
playoffs, while AI Ortho- 
dox! have an easy match 
against Al Watani. 


STANDINGS 


learn 

£ 

W 

L 

SF 

£A. 

Pts 

Ahli 

2 

2 

m 

187 

82 

4 

Orthodoxi 

2 

o 

~ 

210 

111 

4 

Jazireh 

2 

T 

. 

194 

119 

4 

Jalil 

. 

- 

2 

IIS 

143 

2 

Yarmouk 

2 

- 

2 

91 

207 

o 

Watani 

2 

- 

2 

103 

241 
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Dettori crowns magnificent year 
with victory in Japan 
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TOKYO (R) — Top jock- 
ey Frankie Dettori 
crowned a fabulous year 
with victory' Sunday in the 
Japan Cup on globe-trot- 
ting English raider 
Singspiel. 

... But there was bitter dis- 
' \ appointment for French 
n i : j /connections of Helissio. 
the best Prix de 1’ Arc de 
Triomphe winner for years 
but beaten into third in a 
dead-heat with Strategic 
Choice, another runner 

from Britain. 

, • Singspiel, at odds of 

;et W'H around 13-2, won by a 

nose from Japanese-owned 
and trained fabulous La 
Fane, the mount of Mikio 
Matsunaga. 

.-The win, the first by an 
j@ggKsh challenger for 10 
#ars, was worth 172 mil- 
lion yen (SI. 54 million) 
j "from a total purse of 397 
; itrillion yen ($3.57 mil- 
. Ion), doubling Singspiel's 
' lifetime earnings. 
^Singspiel, a top class 
campaigner, won the 
Canadian International for 
£wner Sheikh Mohammed 
^“^Vbbdbine in September 
then followed up with 
•Ja gaUant second to stable- 
-'tiiare Pilsudski in the 
^Breeders’ Cup turf. 
.^-Winning trainer Michael 
: fStoure, enjoying a golden 
autumn, thrilled to the 
finish and then said: 
colt is accustomed to 
things. He’s been in 
photos and lost five. 
iy was his day.” 

:ori. who rode seven 
from seven rides 
historic achievement 
Ascot in September, 
mes to sweep all 
re him. On Sunday, in 
it of a 137.000-strong 
crowd, the Italian-born 
n jniho* 6 pilot held on by the nar- 
Gard« n - ^ rowest of margins. 

“It’s been one of the best 
days of my life.” Dettori 
fj'- wid. ’The Japan Cup is 


wonderful race.” 

Arc winners have a poor 
record in the Japan Cup 
but Helissio had been 
hailed in the Ribot and Sea 
Bird class alter his 
Longchamp victory last 
month. 

But jockey Olivier Pesli- 
er came home a respectful 
one-and-a-quarter lengths 
behind the first two on 
Sunday, reporting that the 
one-time wonder colt had 
not given him the same 
feel and had been a little 
below par. 

Trainer S route had feared 
Helissio but felt the year- 
older Singspiel might have 
an edge over the less expe- 
rienced three-year-old on 
foreign turf and so it 
proved. 

Fabulous La Fouine 
came to the race with four 
out of five wins, and 
although unproved over 
the 1.5-mile trip ran a fine 
race in defeat. 

Strategic Choice, another 
much-travelled animal, 
racing in blinkers for the 
first time, also performed 
with credit but no horse 
has won the Japan Cup 
from stall one and the jinx 
remains. 


Saintly, the Melbourne 
Cup winner, was 
scratched earlier in the 
day, leaving 15 runners. 
The gelding had a difficult 
1 4-hour trip from Australia 
and developed a fever, the 
Japan Racing Association 
said. 

The Japan Cup is the 
third-richest race in the 
world, after the Dubai 
World Cup and the Breed- 
ers’ Cup Classic. 


Jazz deal Bulls first loss despite Jordan’s 44 


SALT LAKE CITY (Rj — 
The Chicago Bulls lost for 
the first lime in 13 games 
this season, falling 105-100 
to the Utah Jazz Saturday 
despite 44 points by 
Michael Jordan. 

Karl Malone scored 1 1 of 
his 36 points in the fourth 
quarter and the Jazz took 
advantage of Dennis Rod- 
man’s poorly limed temper 
tantrum to win its fifth 
.straight 

“It was a big win for us,” 
Malone said. ’’But it was 
just one game and those 
guys are still the defending 
champs.” 

Bryon Russell and Jeff 
Hornacek each scored 17 
points and John Stockton 
added 1 2 and 1 3 assists for 
Utah iS-2). Malone added 
1 5 rebounds. 

"Well it was a fun game, 
obviously, playing the.se 
guys.” Jazz coach Jerry 
Sloan said. ”1 think every- 
one was entertained by 
what Jordan did and it was 
very difficult to try and play 
against them. But our guvs 
! think played extremely 
hard and fortunately we had 
the ball bounce our way a 
couple of times.” 

Chicago (12-1) fell three 
games shy of the best 
unbeaten start in league his- 
tory. achieved by the 1948- 
49 Washington Capitols 
and 1 993-94 Houston 
Rockets. 

Utah closed with a 7-2 
burst. Rodman. who. 
grabbed 10 rebounds, drew 
his second technical of the 
game with 14 seconds left 
and Chicago trailing 100- 
98. 

Jordan, who scored 27 in 
the first half, notched 40 or 
more points for the 1 46th 
lime in the regular season. 

“It was a hard fought 
game.” Jordan said. “1 
mean everyone talked 
about defence and (in) the 
first half each team shot 60 


per cent. We couldn’t figure 
out each other and in some 
ways down the stretch, it 
was just a gut match. 

“You know who got the 
breaks,” said Jordan. “You 
know we missed some easy 
shots... They missed some 
easy shots and they got the 
last little break (Rodman's 
ejection) and that was the 
deciding point of the 
game.-” 

Ai Golden State. Kevin 
Willis, subbing for the ail- 
ing Hakeem' Olajuwon, 
scored five of Houston’s 
final seven points and 
Charles BarKJey had a 
triple-double to lift the 
Rockets to a 120-115 over- 
time victory over the Gold- 
en Stale Warriors. • 

Willis started at centre for 
the second straight game as 
Olajuwon remains side: 
lined after being rreared For 
an irregular heartbeat. 
Barkley had 27 points, 14 
assists and 17 rebounds. 

In Philadelphia. Allen 
Iverson had 26 points and 
career highs with nine 
assists and nine rebounds in 
his return to the lineup as 
the 76ers defeated the New 
York Knicks for the second 
time this season, 109-92. 

Derrick Coleman scored 
25 points and Jerry Stack- 
house added 23 for the 
76ers. who had lost their 
last two games — both 
without Iverson — and four 
of five. Iverson had missed 
the last three games with a 
slightly separated shoulder. 

In Charlotte. Del! Curry' 
scored 19 points and 
Anthony Mason added IS 



Atlanta Hawk's forward Ken Norman (Li drives to the 
hoop against Toronto Raptor's guard Doug Christie 
during first half NBA action in Toronto ( Reuters photo) 

points and 1 1 rebounds as 
the Hornets snapped the 
Detroit Pistons’ six-game 
winning streak, 93-S5. 

Detroit’s Grant Hill left 


lute in the first quarter after 
spraining his right wrist. X- 
rjys were negative, but he 
did not return. Hill, who 


leads the team in scoring, 
rebounding and assists, had 
four points and seven 
rebounds. 

In Portland. Gary Trent 
scored 12 of his career-hieh 


22 points in the first quarter 
as the Trail Blazers held the 
Denver Nuggets to their 
lowest total in NBA history'. 
105-65. 

At Minnesota, Kevin Gar- 
nett scored seven of his sea- 
son-high 24 points in a late 
fourth-quarter rally and 
blocked Darrick Martin's 
14-foot off-balance jumper 
as time ran out to help the 
Timberwolves snap a three- 
game losing streak with a 
98-96 victory over the the 
Los Angeles Clippers. 

In Toronto, Eldridge 
Recasner scored five of his 
career-high 23 points in the 
final 76 seconds, lifting the 
A llama Hawks to a 9”l-SS 
vierory over the slumping 
Raptors. 

At Indiana. Brian Shaw 
had a clutch three-poituer 
and two free throws in the 
final four minutes and the 
Orlando Magic held the 
Pacers to 10 points in the 
fourth quarter of a 76-73 
victory. 

In Milwaukee. Juwan 
Howard scored 23 points 
and Chris Webber added 20 
and 15 rebounds as the 
Washington Bullets over- 
came a I2-poim fourth- 
quarter deficit for a 91-87 
victory over the Bucks. 

At New Jersey. Kendall 
Gill scored 26 points and 
Robert Pack added 17 and a 
career-high 22 assists to 
power the Nets to a 1 14-91 
romp over the Dallas Mav- 
ericks. 


DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

Four bedrooms, one master, -300 sq.m., 
Urn Al Summaq are^-^nedr English 
School. 

Tel.: 813059 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A leading Consulting firm has an opening 
for Executive Secretary with 5-7 years 
experience in using Microsoft Windows, 
Excel. Fluency in English is a must. 

C.V. to be submitted to: 

Personnel Manager 

P.O. Box : 182571 Amman - Jordan 

Tel : 604200 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
1 TANNAH HIRSCH 

CIBt inuun. Un inc 


Neither vulnerable. Souil) deals. 



NORTH 



* Q 107 6 


■7AJ87 
7 5 3 
*96 


WEST 


EAST 

♦ AJ92 


*K8543 

?6fi 


<742 

•: kqj 



+ K85 3 

SOUTH 
a Void 

*QJI042 


OK Q 1093 
•> A 10 8 64 2 
+ A 7 


"Hie bidding: 
SOUTH WEST 
It? Dbl 

5V Dbl 


NORTH 

27 

Pass 


Opening lead; King of •! 

Faced with a seemingly impossi- 
Me contract, declarer found 3 pretty 
bit of deception Lu squeak home. 

East's four-spade bid was a two- 
way action. The black-suit length 
gave EasL u source of playing tricks 
so the gome might make, but it also 
weakened Die East-West defensive 
prospects and East had no intention 
of defending four hearts. South did 


WHOSE DIAMONDS? 

not like having to defend either, so 
persevered with five hearts — a 
pass would hove worked better. 
West's final double was. to put it 
mildly, highly optimisdc. 

To "declarer's surprise, the open- 
ing lend was in South'* long suit — 
diamonds. If that suit were going h> 
break evenly, all would be well; but 
the probable break, confirmed by 
East's nine, was 3-1 and, since 
declarer would have to give up the 
lead twice more in diamonds before 
the suit could be set up. the defend- 
ers would have nmplo time to find 
the club switch that would result in 
a one- trick seL 

To enlist the aid of the enemy, 
declarer followed to the first inck 
with the ten of diamonds! West 
thought partner's nine was an 
encouraging signal and that the 
opening lead hod struck gold, and 
continued with the queen. Declarer 
was in control 

Suuth won the second ir*ck with 
the arc as Cast discarded a spade 
lit would have done East no good to 
ruffi. drew trumps in lwo rounds 
and conceded a diamond. West won 
and shifted to a dull, but it was too 
late. The table's nine of dub6 was 
discarded un a long diamond, and 
the doubled contra a rolled borne. ' 
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Nice Apartment For Rent 

220 sq.m. First Floor Apartment, of only a two-floor 
family building, located in the best residential area in 
Amman. The apartment is sound proved, newly and 
luxuriously furnished and equipped with: CH, TV. 
video, telephone, fridge and deep freezer. Consists 
of: Large salon beautifully decorated, dining room, 
separate two large bedrooms with a bathroom, fully 
equipped kitchen, laundry room, and a guests' 
bathroom and three balconies overlooking a large and 
beautiful private garden. Multi car parking available. 

If interested please call 671509 


QUALIFIED FIRMS AND 
INDIVIDUALS ARE INVITED TO 
DEMONSTRATE THEIR CAPABILITY 
AND INTEREST IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF 

OCCUPATIONAL STANDARDS 
AND TESTS 

For more information or to obtain an information 
package, please contact: 

Project Coordinator (EDTSP): 

Fax: 833895 
P.O.Box: 560 
Al Jubeiha, 11941 
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"Vive La difference" 

Amman Bookshop 

NEAR AMERICAN EMBASSY 

A luxurious apartment building is offered for sale. The building | 
features exquisite architecture with 8 flats each offering: 

| • 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms... etc. 

1 Super deluxe finishing. 

Area of about 200 m2. 

1 Underground parking and storage for each flat. 

■ Lavishly decorated entrance. 

1 Each flat is equipped with air-conditioning hook-up system. 

1 Satellite Reception of over 100 channels for each flat 
| * Beautiful, overlooking location. 

For more details please contact 

858538 or 079/24456 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHER 

NEEDED 

Preferably Native 

Please send C.V. to P.O. Box 960628 
Amman 11196 - Jordan 

Not later than Dec. 15th, 1996 


,o i* r* 
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r Bently Nevada Corporation 

The World leader in Machinery M onitoring System s 

Are currently looking for : 

A Technical/Field Sales Engineer for our office in Saudi 
Arabia. The candidate should have the following 
qualifications as a minimum : 

ra BSc in Electronics/Mechanical/Instrumentations 

Engineering from a reputable university. 

^ 3-5 years of experience minimum. 

Should posses the ability to read & write Arabic 

and English fluently. 

Please send your C.V . to: 




i. 


sir* 


or 


Bently Nevada Corp. C/O ATCO 
PO Box 718 Dammam 31421 
Sa udi Arabia 

send it to our fax # 0096638327793 


YOUR INVITATION TO AN ADVISING SESSION 
FOR COURSES & FACILITIES 
AT HURON UNIVERSITY USA, LONDON 


Our representative, Mr Sohail Hussain, 
Co-onfinator of International Enrolment will ha at 

Forte Grand, 

Queen Noor Street. P0 Box 850529. Amman, Jordan 

from 28 November - 01 December. 

Tel: 962 669 6511 Fax: 962 667 4261 


BS Butaas* MnloktraHoa wlOi 
CHicantattau to taumrtJonJ Bostons. 
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BSconpHir Mornuitoa Systems 


BA Intern Itaal Ritafloas. Stadia Art. An History, 
HhiurMss 

MBA Master of tastons Administration 

DMS, CMS, Cl M Diploma and Cartfteie In 

Mangemsm or Bbrtetteg 


The Huron Difference 

m Candidate for UK and 
European degree validation 

m Ameri can-style program 
with an International 
approach 

tP Modular structure - 
continuous assessment 

w Credit tor prior [earning 
Multiple entry points 
Flexible entry retirements 
including GCSE or 
equivalent 
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HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 







SMAMtf 





NITA 


nr. 



Bum tos, Fajitas and the ever popular 
Margarita. All of these are world famous Mexican 
delights that are on offer during the month of 
November ai Mama Juanita. And that's not all. 
there are also other vert' special offers that will be 
available. So, for all the fun of a Mexican Fiesta 
visit Mama Juanita, where you arc 
always more than welcome. 

For mentations, please mil 641361 ext 2222 

One world. One hotel. 
Uniquely Intercontinental 
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Taleban launch 


massive assault 


north of Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
The Taleban religious army 
said Sunday it wrested a 
strategic village north of 
Kabul from anti-Talebai. 


troops in a massive counter- 
attack involving heavy 
artillery and jetfighters. 

The Taleban said their 
troops captured Guldarah. 
about 16 kilometres north 
of the war-ravaged capital. 
The conquest of Guldarah 
was as much a psychologi- 
cal victor> as a strategic 
one. driving anti-Taleban 
troops further away from 
the capital. 

Taleban soldiers said 
there has been a heavy 
exchange of fire at the 
frontline, which has been 
shifting back and forth. 

Civilians fleeing the fight- 
ing said Sunday that troops 
loyal to northern warlord 
General Rashid Dostum 
also have made some gains 
taking control of high 
ground northwest of the 
capital. 

Throughout the night the 
sound of artillery shook 
Kabul, while on the desert- 
ed streets Taleban tanks and 
armoured vehicles rumbled 
towards the frontline to 
reinforce their comrades. 

At dawn Taleban troops 
launched their counter 
offensive pushing their ene- 
mies out of Guldarah. 

The official Radio Shariat 
of the Taleban also reported 
heavy fighting at the second 
front in western 
Afghanistan's Badghis 
province, about 600 ltilo- 
metres away from Kabul. 

But the major frontline is 


north of Kabul where the 
anti-Taleban alliance, led 
by Gen. Dostum and the 
ousted government has 
been pushing at Taleban 
defences. 

For the last month the 
frontline has remained stat- 
ic. despite numerous 

attempts by the opposition 
to push back the Taleban, 
who captured Kabul on 
Sept. 27. 

Both sides were still 
exchanging heavy barrages 
of artillery and rockets on 
Sunday. 

Taleban multi-barrelled 
rocket launchers were firing 
salvo after salvo of rockets 
towards the positions of the 
alliance forces while behind 
the frontlines, tank crew 
were cleaning shells in 
preparation for going up to 
the lines. 

A steady trickle of fami- 
lies — their possessions 
* loaded on to donkeys and 
wheelbarrows — moved 
south. 

A shepherd who was also 
moving south with his live- 
stock told Reuters: “This is 
the heaviest fighting I have 
seen since the Taleban were 
forced back (in mid- 
October)." 

The Taleban have vowed 
to disarm other armed 
groups in Afghanistan and 
impose their puritanical 
vision of Islam on die 
whole country. 

The Taleban have agreed 
in principle to the necessity 
of a ceasefire, but their 
demands are unlikely to be 
acceptable to their opposi- 
tion. 


Carbomb 


kills 5 in 


Algeria 


ALGERS (AFP) — Five 
people were killed and 15 
injured when a carbomb 
exploded Sunday morning 
in Blida, south of the capi- 
tal Algiers, the security ser- 
vices said in a statement. 

The statement said the 
bomb went off at around 
9:20 a_m. (0820 GMT) and 
added that rescue services 
had rushed to the spot to 
help the wounded. 

The blast, four days 
before Algerians vote on 
changing the constitution, 
jolted Blida. said a state- 
ment from the security 
forces carried by the official 
Algerian news agency APS. 

Residents, speaking by 
telephone from Blida. said 
the bomb went off outside a 
hotel where police officers 
usually reside. 

“The five killed people 
were three men. a women 
and a girl, all lolled as they 
were passing by,” one resi- 
dent said. 

The targe cted hotel in 
downtown Blida was slight- 
ly damaged, said another 
resident. “The hotel was 
heavily protected by con- 
crete blocks all around to 
prevent such a bomb 
attack.” said the resident, 
who lives nearby. 

Some neighbouring hous- 
es were also slightly dam- 
aged by fragments flying 
from the explosion, she 
said. 

The explosion, the last in 
a spate of carbombings in 
Blida and other towns else- 
where in Algeria during the 
past three years, went off at 
the centre of Blida known 
as Sahat Attout, residents 
said. 


Large scope for expanding 
Turkish- Arab ties — scholar 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — There is large 
scope for consolidating 
Turkish- Arab relations in 
all spheres and efforts 
should also be exerted 
towards better understand- 
ing of Turkey among Arabs 
and vice-versa, a Turkish 
scholar said Sunday. 

Ekmeleddin Ihsanogolu, 
one of the best known intel- 
lectuals in Turkey, also said 
despite differences with 
some Arab countries over 
specific issues .Ankara 
always sought to maintain 
strong relations with the 
Arab World. 

Professor Ihsanogolu, 
director-general of the 
Ntanbul-based Research 
Centre for Islamic History. 
An and Culture (IRCICA). 
noted that Turkey's rela- 
tions with the Arab World 
dated back to centuries and 
it shared common interests 
with the Arabs. 

The professor was deliver- 
ing a lecture on “Turkish- 
Arub Relations: Present 

Status and Future 
Prospects" at the Institute of 
Diplomacy, where he also 
unended the annual meeting 


of the IRCICA board of 
directors which was opened 
by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, on Saturday. 

Prof. Ihsanogolu said his 
country had scored major 
achievements in industry 
and agriculture, an experi- 
ence that could benefit Arab 
countries if they sought to 
cooperate with Turkey. 

He pointed out that about 
80 per, cent of Turkey's 
exports were industrial 
products. 

Similarly, the Arab coun- 
tries could also strengthen 
cooperation with Turkey 
and benefit from that coun- 
try’s achievements in edu- 
cation and experience in 
socio-economic develop- 
ment. he said. 

On the political front. 
Prof. Ihsanogolu declined 
direct comment on current 
political developments in 
Turkey, but said that despite 
the differences in political 
ideologies between Prime 
Minister Necmettin 

Erbakan, an Islamist, and 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller, a pro-Western con- 
servative. the government 
was functioning well 


because of the national 
interests of the country. 

Replying to questions 
from the audience. Prof. 
Ihsanogolu, stressing that 
he was voicing his personal 
opinion rather than stating 
government policy, said he 
did not feel that an agree- 
ment between Turkey and 
Israel on cooperation in mil- 
itary-related issues was tar- 
geted at anybody. The 
agreement, he said, was part 
of Turkey's defence strate- 
gy- 

The professor also pointed 
out that Turkey had always 
been a strong supporter of 
.Arab causes, particularly 
the Palestinian struggle 
against Israel and had spo- 
ken up against Israeli prac- 
tices in the occupied territo- 
ries at regional and interna- 
tional forums. 

He conceded that Turkey 
had problems with Syria 
and Iraq over water from 
the Euphrates River. He said 
internal considerations had 
prompted his country to 
undertake water projects 
within its own territory, but 
he stressed that at no point 
did Turkey stop the flow of 
the Euphrates down to Syria 
and Iraq. 



PROTEST: A Palestinian policeman (left) argues with an Israeli soldier stationed at a machine-gun on Sunday at 
an intersection in the Gaza Strip where hundreds of Palestinian motorists had blocked a road near the Jewish set- 
tlement of Netzarim (see story on page 1) (Reuters photo) 


Kuwait ready to finance UNSCOM — Ekeus 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait has voiced readiness 
to help rescue the U.N. 
drive to disarm Iraq from 
running out of funds by the 
end of the year. U.N. envoy 
Rolf Ekeus said here Sunday 
during a tour of the Gulf. 

“We have told the Security’ 
Council that by the end of 
the year we are very short 
and all our funds (will be) 
exhausted.” Mr. Ekeus told 
reporters before leaving 
Kuwait for Saudi Arabia. 

“That would mean that we 
would have to close our 
operations and with conse- 
quences that there would no 
longer be any control over 
Iraq,” said the chairman of 
the U.N. Special 

Commission (UNSCOM) on 
disarming Iraq. 

Mr. Ekeus said he had the 
impression Kuwait “under- 
stood the situation very well 
and expressed in principle 
readiness to support" 
UNSCOM financially. 

UNSCOM needs a budget 
of S30 million a year for its 
efforts to disarm Iraq of 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. including inspection 


and monitoring missions 
there. 

It had hoped to benefit 
from the U.N. oil-for-food 
resolution which would 
allow Iraq to buy not only 
food and medicine but also 
defray U.N. costs, but the 
resolution has not been 
implemented yet. 

“We have pointed out that 
if this oil-for-fond 
Resolution 986 is not imple- 
mented. we will have prob- 
lems.” Mr. Ekeus said. 

Mr. Ekeus said he hud 
raised the financial problems 
during his visits to 
Washington. London and 
Paris and would discuss 
them fiirther with Gulf Arab 
states before their Dec. 7-9 
summit in Qatar. 

Under U.N. resolutions 
ending the 1991 Gulf war to 
liberate Kuwait. Iraq must 
satisfy UNSCOM it has dis- 
mantled long-range missiles 
and weapons of mass 
destruction before the U.N. 
oil embargo can be lifted. 

Oil and trade sanctions 
were imposed on Baghdad 
after it invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. 


In Baghdad. UNSCOM 
Deputy Chairman Charles 
Duelfer held more talks 
Sunday with Iraqi official* 
about a monitoring system 
aimed at ensuring Baghdad 
has stopped banned weapons 
programmes. 

Mr. Ekeus said earlier that 
Baghdad had prevented the 
mission from transferring 
Scud missile parts outside 
Iraq for study and he is 
expected to discuss the issue 
during a visit to Iraq on Dec. 
8-11. 

Mr. Ekeus said on Sunday 
that Iraq had produced 
“some home-made Scud- 
type engines that were use- 
less but we arc afraid they 
have been mixed into this 
(1991-92) destruction and 
high-quality rocket engines 
were taken out and hidden." 

“Our idea is to take out 
these rocket engines to bring 
them to laboratories for very 
careful detailed analysis of 
all components to see how 
many or if any fiirther 
(engines) were hidden," He 
said. 

Mr. Ekeus said U.N. teams 
were collectinc debris earli- 


er this month when "sudden- 
ly the Iraqi government 
blocked us.” 

He was earlier quoted as 
saying Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz blocked 
our team as they were uy ing 
to transport the missile parts 
to our centre in Baghdad 
after digging them out of the 
ground... What followed was 
a rather unpleasant 
exchange.” 

A senior U.N. official said 
last week that the U.N. 
planned to take the remains 
of missiles for study outside 
Iraq to help assess 
Baghdad's claims that all 
Scuds had been destroyed. 

In 1992 Iraq gave the U.N. 
a list of hundreds of mis- 
siles. launch vehicles and 
other arms it said it had 
destroyed and buried in Julv 
1991. 

Terms of the ceasefire that 
ended the Gulf war ban Iraq 
from having missiles with a 
range larger than 150 kilo- 
metres and the means to pro- 
duce them. 

Mr. Ekeus has said Iraq 
was still concealing as many 
as 1 6 Scuds. 


FBI chief 


holds talks 


in Riyadh 


RIYADH (AFP) — Federal 
Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI) Director Louis Freeh 
is meeting with senior Saudi 
officials to discuss the probe 
into the June 25 bombing at 
a L’.S. military housing 
complex that killed 19 
Americans. 

Mr. Freeh held talks with 
Saudi officials on Saturday 
and would hold more "to 
update himself on the course 
of the investigation" before 
he returned to Washington 
later Sunday, spokesman 
Samir Kouitab said. 

Neither U.S. nor Saudi 
officials identified the senior 
Saudi officials who held 
talks with Mr. Freeh. 


Iran police block anti-German rally 


TEHRAN (AP) — Iranian security forces 
prevented protesters from staging a rally out- 
side the German embassy on Sunday amid 
government effort* to control diplomatic 
damage from a terrorism row with Germany. 

Police formed a chain around the embassy 
compound, which was surrounded by buses 
and trucks to stop the 2.000 demonstrators 
shouting ‘‘death to America." and “death to 
Israel." the usual slogans of any protest in 
Iran. 

Accusations hy Gentian federal prosecu- 
tors earlier this month that Iranian leaders 
had ordered the 1992 assassinations of dissi- 
dents in Berlin unleashed a storm of protests. 

At first. Iranian government officials 
demanded that tics with Germany he severed 
and sanctioned several large demonstrations 
at die German embassy. 

But more recently, Iranian leaders have 
been trying to prevent relations with the 
country's largest Western trade partner from 
worsening. 

Taking a conciliatory tone. President 
Hashemi Rafsunjuni said Friday that his 
country was sure the Bonn government was 
not behind the accusations. 

"We still believe that the German govern- 


ment's policy has nothing to do with the 
court's action." Mr. Rafsanjani told Friday 
worshippers. 

"We should not forget that the German 
government is under the pressure of the 
United States and Israel." he said. 

Iranian Foreign Minister AJi Akbar 
Velayati mid reporters in Tehran on Saturday 
that a letter from German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl to Mr. Rafsanjani appealing for 
calm had been “very positive." 

German prosecutors have recommended 
that Kuzem Darabi. an alleged member of 
the Iranian intelligence, and another suspect 
be sentenced to life in prison for the Sept. 
1992 killings in Berlin of a Kurdish opposi- 
tion leader and three aide*. 

In March. German prosecutors issued an 
arrest warrant for Iran's intelligence chief. 
Ali Fallahiyan. on charges that he ordered 
(he assassinations. 

On Thursday. German prosecutors said 
they would wait until the Berlin verdict, 
expected in January, to decide whether to 
open a case against Mr. Rafsanjani and 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Iran's lop religious 
and political authority. 


Survivors recount terror aboard crashed Ethiopian plane 


MORONI (AP) — 

Passengers screamed, cried 
and prayed as the pilot of an 
Ethiopian jetliner. its 

engines silenced by a lack of 
fuel, struggled with hijack- 
ers to put the plane down in 
the sea. 

Ethiopian Airlines Flight 
961 crash landed and broke 
apart in the Indian Ocean on 
Saturday just off the beach 
at resort hotel on Grand 
Camore Island. 

Co-pilot Yonas Mekuria 
said the pilot. Captain Leul 
Abate, pleaded with the 
hijackers to let him land at 
nearby Moroni, the capital 
of the Comoros Islands, 
because the aircraft was run- 
ning out of fuel. But the 
hijackers refused. 

“I guess they understood 
it, but they didn't give a 
damn," said Mr. Mekuria. 
who was hospitalised 
Sunday in Moroni with 


minor injuries. 

As the engines died. Capt. 
Abate tried to put the plane 
down in the sea. just short of 
the beach. Witnesses said 
one wing touched first, then 
the plane hit and bounced 
several times and broke 


apart spewing some passen- 
gers into the sea and filling 
with water. 

Island residents and 
tourists plunged into the 
rough sea to help the vic- 
tims. saving 55. The other 
120 people aboard the air- 
craft were feared dead. 

The three hijackers, who 
claimed to have a bomb, 
commandeered the aircraft 
shortly after takeoff from 
Addis Ababa, the Ethiopian 
capital. Their single demand 
was to fly to Australia. 

Bisrat AJemu, an 
Ethiopian passenger, said 
the hijackers began yelling 
and running up the aisle. 


pushing aside flight atten- 
dants and storming into the 
cockpit. 

Mr. Mekuria, the co-pilot, 
said they beat him up and 
forced him out into the pas- 
senger section of the plane. 

He said three were armed 
with something they said 
was a bomb, an axe and a 
fire extinguisher. One also 
carried and drank liberally 
from a 12-year-old bottle of 
Scotch looted from the duty- 
free cart. 

Once they took control, 
the hijackers made an 
announcement on the jet’s 
intercom in Amharic. the 
Ethiopian language. 

“They said, ‘we escaped 
from prison. We are against 
the government. We are 
hijacking the plane. We have 
an explosive. If anybody 
moves, we'll explode it.’" 
said Mr. Bisrat. 

After that annoucnemenL 


a passenger from Djibouti 
told Radio France 
International in Paris that 
the hijackers did not speak 
to the passengers again for 
three hours. 

"They forbid us from even 
eating and drinking for the 
three hours." said the pas- 
senger. He said later they 
told the passengers to lake 
the life vests out and attach 
them to their seal belts. “A 
quarter of an hour later, 
boom! We fell into the sea." 

Mr. Mekuria said as the 
plane ran low on fuel, the 
pilot pleaded with them to 
allow him to land in Moroni. 

“He wanted to go there but 
they wouldn’t let him." said 
Mr. Mekuria. "It was pretty: 
bizzare. I didn't know what 
they were doing. They were 
interfering with procedures, 
grabbing at the instruments. 
They snatched the radio 
from the jack." 


In his last message to the 
passengers, the pilot said he 
had lost one engine and the 
other would fail soon. He 
told them he would ditch in 
the sea and to prepare for a 
crash landing. 

"People were screaming, 
some were praying." said 
Mr. Bisrat. the Ethiopian 
passenger. 

Mr. Mekuria said at this 
time he pushed his way back 
into tiie cabin, telling the 
hijackers that there was a lot 
to do and ho had to help 
abate ditch the aircraft. He 
said (he hijackers were still 
struggling with abate and 
grabbing the instruments. 

“They" were messing with 
him." said Mr. Mekuria, 
"One had a few’ drinks, he 
had the bottle in his hand." 

The U.S. consul-general in 
Bombay, Frank Huddle, and 
his wife. Shania. were 
among the survivors. 


"This is a ease study of 
why the United States takes 
a hardline on terrorism." Mr. 
Huddle said Sunday from 
his hospital bed. where he is 
recovering from deep cuts 
on his lees and feel. 

Mr. Huddle said when the 
pilot brought the plane down 
it hit once and then bounced 
four limes before breaking 
up.’Thc first bump was real- 
ly gentle. Then the second 
one was really hard. The 
third one was even harder, 
like (an) auin accident. The 
last one was like an earth- 
quake." said Mr. Huddle, 
who said he thought he was 
going (o die. 

Alphonso Dala. a Nigerian 
passenger, said after the 
plane hit it seemed to turn 
upside down. 

“After it hit tile first time, 
it went up the air upside 
down. I felt myself turning. 
Then there was a big bang 


and I was in the water. I was 
in my seat in the water." said 
Mr. Dala. who was n»i 
injured. 

"We knew we were going 
to land in the sea. We 
already knew that we were 
going to die," said N.B. 
Surti of Bombay. He said 
the plane quickly tilled with 
water. 

“Five or six times I went 
up and down in the water. I 
wanted very much to sur- 
vive. I fought through ail the 
bodies and everything and 
grabbed a broken pan of the 
plane." said Mr. Surti. 
"Slowly, slowly I came 
out." 

Mr. Mekuria said after the 
crash landing he pulled the 
injured pilot out of the cock- 
pit and stayed with him in 
the water until they were 
rescued. Two of the hijack- 
ers were arrested, the third is 
presumed dead. 
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Blair confesses he 
is a failed rocker 
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LONDON (R) — British 
Labour Party leader Tony 
Blair, once the lead singer 
for a student rock band but 
now hoping to be the next 
prime minister, has con- 
fessed he could never sing. 
Mr. Blair, frontman at 
Oxford University for the 
Ugly Rumours Band, said: 
“f had a great time doing it. 
I love rock music and I 
think that within everyone 
of my generation there's an 
aspiring lead singer waiting 
to get out." But when asked 
in a BBC radio show if he 
could sing, he said: "If I was 
to be completely truthful, 
not verv well, no." 
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APEC promise tease 
for Manila’s dancers 


MANILA (R) — To Bill 
Clinton and other Asia- 
Pacific leaders, the APEC 
summit in the Philippines 
means business but to Kim 
Padilla and hundreds of 
other striprease dancers in 
Manila's nightclub row. 
APEC is no business at all. 
Wild duck should have been 
a full house on a weekend 
night. But the place was 
barely half filled and Kim 
and other dancers were 
twiddling their thumbs 
wondering when their regu- 
lar customers would show 
up and buy drinks. “I am not 
happy with APEC. Before, 
we had a lot of customers, 
all the girls have customers, 
but now over half of the 
girls don't have customers." 
the 20-ycar old said. “No 
customer, no income." 
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Cuban diver seeks 
to break record , 


CABO SAN LUCAS (R) 
— In the universe of 
breathhold diving, the spot- 
light falls on Pipin Ferraras 
on Sunday, when he 
attempts to set a world 
record by going down into 
the water 1 35 metres while 
holding his breath. Ferreras 
lakes a "because it's there” 
attitude to his unusual liveli- 
hood. in which he makes his 
money from corporate 
sponsorships. At a news 
conferenc. he likened it to a 
bull fighL where sometimes 
the bullfighter wins, and 
sometimes the bull wins. 
"Why do people propose 
going to Mars?" said 
Ferreras. 34. 
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Crocodile fillets 
tempt meat-loving 
Britons 
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LONDON (R) — 

Crocodile meat will be on 
sale for the first time this 
week in British supermar- 
kets. joining ostrich and 
buffalo in an exotic range of 
fare tempting shoppers 
away from traditional beef 
and lamb. Supermarket 
chain Sainshury's said it 
was buying crocodile fillets 
from Australia for sale as an 
experiment in seven of its 
stores. "We already sell buf- 
falo and ostrich. People are 
getting more adventurous in 
their tastes." a spokes- ^ 
woman said. British meat 
lovers have turned increas- 
ingly to unusual alternatives 
to beet steaks following the 
scare over mad cow disease 
and its possible link to the 
fatal human brain-wasting 
condition Creui/.feldt Jakob 
disease. 
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Japanese wins world 
violin competition 
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PARIS (AFPj — A 17- 
ycar-oid teenager Diashin 
Kashi moio has won the top 
international music compe* 
lition the Marguerite Long- 
Jacques Thibaud this year 
chaired by Yehudi Menuhin. 
Thu teenager is only the 
second Japanese to win dw 
first prize since the compe- 
tition was launched in 1943. 
ns the awards were often 
^cooped by Soviet violin- 
ists. Kashinioto. who was.* 
pi'en a standing ovation irr 
the final renditions, wins 
150,000 francs ($ 30 , 000 ). 
after also winning six other 
competition categories. 
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